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The photographs and recordings made are likely to appear on our website and social media pages™
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Disclaimer: The inclusion of adverts in the Bulletin does not imply that WECC promotes or endorses any

particular business or service.

SUBMITTING ITEMS FOR THE BULLETIN

We distribute over 5000 copies of the Westhill Bulletin quarterly to houses and businesses in
Westhill and surrounding villages. We offer good advertising rates and are keen to support

local businesses and services.

Adverts and articles for the spring issue should be sent in by Friday 2nd February.

The Bulletin will be distributed from 1st March.

All contributions or enquiries should be emailed to:
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com

Telephone enquiries re adverts or articles to:
Bulletin Editor — David Ritchie on 01224 744058 or 07989 637461

Articles should be submitted as Microsoft Word documents
attached to an email. Articles larger than 600 words may be edited.

2024 advertising rates:
Eighth Page £35, Quarter Page £62, Half Page £100, Full Page £190
Inside Covers £220, Back Page £252
(There is a small additional one-off charge for new adverts and when changes are made)

For more details on advertising see www.westhillelrick.org/bulletin

BULLETIN DELIVERY

The Bulletin is delivered by an army of dedicated volunteers. More deliverers are always
required to replace retiring helpers and add to the pool of relief helpers.

If you can spare an hour or so four times per year to help deliver the Bulletin in your locality
or nearby then please ring David Ritchie on 01224 744058.
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The four Aberdeenshire Council Ward 13 Councillors named below are ex-
officio members of the Community Council. They attend the monthly meetings
when they can but do not have voting rights. They put articles in Bulletin about
current fopics (see pages 7 to 12). They are also ex-officio members of two
other nearby Community Councils in Ward 13.

Councillor Fatima Joji | Councillor Ron McKail | Councillor Craig Miller |
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Malcolm Collie
Heather Cook
Donald Davidson
Charlie Flint
Mayasa Al-Jubori
Kate Lumsden
Elaine Manley
Rachid Meghezzi
Tim Yeomans
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Community Council meetings are held on 2nd Thursday of each month at 7pm
in Holiday Inn West, Westhill and are open to all residents of Westhill & District

The agenda is placed in the noticeboard outside Nisa a week before the meeting
and posted on the Westhill website www.westhillelrick.org

If you would like to join the meeting remotely a Zoom link can be sent -

contact weccsecretx@gmail.com
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OFFICE BEARER’S REPORT

As | type this report, heavy rain is falling again after a brief respite following several days
of heavy rain and high winds and a Met Office amber warning. Fortunately, our area was
luckier than communities just a few miles south. It's a stark reminder of how important it
is to have a strong resilient community which we tend to have here.

Since the last Bulletin, the Community Council has been very concerned to hear of the
potential closure of the Westdyke Leisure Centre and reduced opening hours at the
Swimming Pool. We were pleased to hear that the lease of the Westdyke Centre has
been reassigned to Denman Pre-School and they are now running the Centre. This is a
big undertaking and WECC appreciates the efforts of the previous committee and staff
at the centre and wishes the new management every success. See page 86 for details
of the activities now available at the Centre. On the swimming pool, WECC hopes that
once the changes settle down, there will be the opportunity for users to have more
influence on how the pool is managed.

Sadly, these are two examples of the financial pressures that public services are under
and the increasingly important trend of communities taking more of a part in organising
facilities and activities — community empowerment.

Preparation is underway for the Christmas Event on Saturday 2nd December. WECC
and the Shopping Centre Management are again collaborating to bring you a wonderful
community event. See details on front cover and inside front cover.

A bid was submitted to the Transition Fund participatory budgeting exercise, for funding
to help with some improvements at Larg Park, following concerns expressed by local
residents a year or more ago. Even if the bid is not successful, WECC hopes to gradually
introduce some improvements here.

Liaison continues with Mears and other service providers in relation to the temporary
residents at the Hampton by Hilton hotel.

Work has been completed on the paths at Carnie and more is planned at Denman. This
is covered in another article on page 70.

Work continues on the Community Action Plan and there will be some further community
engagement events in the new year, to validate the findings and conclusions, before
adopting a plan and getting on with trying to make it happen. If you are interested in
getting involved in this process, please get in touch.

We are keeping a watching brief on two major proposals to the west of our community —
the Hill of Fare Wind Farm and the Kintore to Tealing major power line. If you have any
thoughts, positive or negative about these, please let us know as it will help WECC to
decide whether we should object or remain neutral when the time comes.

A few members of WECC had a very constructive meeting with Total Energies a few
weeks ago and hope that a good working relationship can develop on a number of fronts
in the future. We are keen to forge links with businesses in our area.

WECC still has two vacancies and the position of chair is vacant. Please get in touch
if you are interested. We can co-opt people who are residents or who own or work in a
business in the area. We would particularly like to see some younger people joining the
community council.
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Community Action Plan for Westhill and Elrick

What is a Community Action Plan?
Community Action Plans are developed by communities following a resident’s
survey which itemises the communities’ priorities for the years ahead.

During the summer months Westhill and Elrick Community Council carried out its
Community Action Plan survey in which residents were asked to identify the local
issues that they would like to see being improved or developed within the Westhill
and Elrick area. The survey involved a number of specific questions including
areas such as public transport, housing and community, buildings, streets and
spaces, play and recreation, facilities and amenities. The survey was highlighted
on both our website and Facebook page. In addition to this survey, we also spoke
to several focus groups and the combined comments were analysed and the
findings identified.

Survey results

The survey identified some areas which could be improved however it must be
noted that residents were very positive about living in Westhill: they commented
on its community spirit and family friendly atmosphere, the number of walking and
cycling routes, the availability of shops, the proximity to green spaces and the
countryside, the swimming pool and the new orbital trail.

The specific issues that were identified by residents were:

improving Denman Park and Carnie Woods

the need for a community hub

a sports village

playparks needing maintenance and the development of a major central playpark

activities for young people

establishing walking trails

public transport concerns

the shopping centre
The next phase of the Community Action Plan
Having collated this information, we are currently working on how the Community
Action Plan will be taken forward with achievable and realistic targets. In order for
this to come to fruition we are keen for volunteers and local organisations within
Westhill and Elrick to assist us with this process. We will be regularly keeping you
up to date with our progress but if you as an individual or an organisation would

like to become involved with any of the issues mentioned above or would like
some further information, please don’t hesitate to contact us at




DAVID MASSIE

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SERVICES LTD

(OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

All joinery work undertaken
Stairs, Doors & Windows:
Manufacture & Fitting

Tel: 01330 811906
Mobile: 07816 596541
davidmassiecjs@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES

Westhill, BI119. Tel: 01224 275999

At Foxlane Garden Centre we grow
a quarter of a million of our own bedding plants
& over a 100,000 of our own herb, shrub and conifer plants.

"Plants grown in the North East
for the North East Gardener.”

Py Price] .= efe
B serving tea coffee, soft drinks,

A Foxy price will guarantee you cakes, sandwiches and more.
more plants for your pounds! (orc ;’:;",,":,,’;”ke"wﬂ'

www.Fox-Lane. net
Or find us on Facebook

APC PROPERTY SERVICES

All Roofing/Pointing/Granite work
Walls/Slabbing/Decking/Fencing/Tree work
Bathrooms/Interior-Exterior painting

Est 2007
Fully Insured & Disclosure Scotland approved
Local tradesmen - References supplied

Contact Rob/Derek — 07761 975225 or 01224 749159
Craigston Cottage, Kingswells, AB15 8RJ




"*_ BONNIE BANKS

“ Garden Maintenance
“Bank on us for a bonnie garden” | RS JOl N ERY

Grass cutting and lawn care. S E RVI C ES LTD

Hedge trimming, pruning and cutting back.

Planting and potting.

EXTENSIONS
Weeding and leaf removal.
Spring and Autumn tidy-ups. HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Holiday cover. WINDOWS & DOORS
Small tree work. KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
Turf laying and preparation. DECKING & OUTHOUSES
Fence maintenance and painting. FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION
Deck staining.
Assembly, maintenance and repairs to: T: 01330 833904
Garden structures, furniture and greenhouses. M: 07554 443838
Path and driveway cleaning and repair 07801 971316

For all other enquiries and free estimates

Contact Eric Banks on 07923988896 RSJOINERYSERVICESZ@GMAIL.COM

bonniebanks.gardening@gmail.com
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Decorative/security garden fencing; Lap panel fencing;
Storm damage repairs and replacement; Wooden gates,
steps, handrails and trellising; Bespoke garden decking
designed and built; Supply and build sheds, log stores
and tree houses.

Over 15 years experience. Quality workmanship, reliable
service, competitive pricing.

Contact Roger Benton on 01224 791646 or
07711 501 795 e: roger@westhillfencing.com
www.westhillfencing.com

' f www.facebook.com/westhillfencingdecking




Councillor Iris Walker (Westhill & District)

Building Your Own Home — Aberdeenshire Self-Build Register

The Scottish Government would like self-build homes to become a more
mainstream housing option. As such The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 (Section
16E) now requires Local Planning Authorities to prepare, maintain and publish
a list of anyone with the intention of acquiring land for self-build housing across
the planning authority’s area. The council will then have a duty to consider this
information when preparing the next Local Development Plan.

The Aberdeenshire Self-Build Register is now live on the Council website and asks people to provide
their basic information and what type of plot they are looking for. This will not result in an offer of land
being made, but the Council will use this information to inform policy and future land use.

Alongside this register, the council have created a self-build guide which gives people basic information
about self-building and signposts to more in-depth information. Self-building is a rewarding but complex
process, so information provided is just a starting point and it is advised that professional advice is
sought.

The register along with basic information on self-build is available at the following link: https:/www.
aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/self-build/.

Aberdeenshire Bus Forum

In a move away from the area-
based, face-to-face bus forums,
the council have arranged
the next forum as an online
meeting covering the whole of
Aberdeenshire. The  meeting
will take place on Thursday
7th December from 7.30-9pm.
Questions can be submitted in
advance and to register for or log
into the meeting, please see the
graphic here. The aim of the forum
remains to engage on bus service
matters with representatives from the council’s transport unit and Stagecoach being on hand to give
updates and answer questions from members of the public.

Join us on Thursday 7t December at
7.30pm - 9pm at Aberdeenshire Council’s
Online Bus Forum.

You can register in advance or join by clicking here
Alternatively scan the QR code o join via MS Teams
Meeting ID: 397 787 032 428 Passcode: cBQiFq

Scan this QR
code or click
here to
register for
the event

— Aberdeenshire . @Stagecoach J

COUNCIL

Uesy;
v st We want to hear from you andet you
know what's happening to Aberdeenshire bus services.
If you have a comment or question, it will help us if you can
submit it beforehand: use passcode #Bus23 on Slido or
scan this QR code before the event.

Council budgets and transformation of services

Earlier in the year, when the 2023/24 budget was set, it was also agreed that work would continue to
balance future years revenue budgets through a planned transformation programme. Aberdeenshire’s
child population and people of working age is in decline, whilst the region’s pensionable age population
is set to increase by 28% by 2030, much higher than the rest of Scotland which averages at 23.6%. This
has potentially huge implications for the rising costs of social care, housing, benefits and service delivery
in general. By 2027/28 there is an anticipated funding gap of almost £92 million. This financial picture is
further compounded by rising inflation, pay awards and supply chain issues for capital projects. Through
consultation feedback and data collection, a number of themes have been identified as overarching
pillars of the council’s transformation strategy — organisational design and operational structure, buildings
and estate, external collaboration and partnership, big data, digital and technology and transport — all
areas which will see a huge amount of activity over the next few months. Communication to individuals
and communities affected by any changes will be key.

ﬂ Councillor Iris Walker — Westhill and District
phone 07876 475272
email clir.i.walker@aberdeenshire.gov.uk



Councillor Craig Miller

Asylum Seekers
| wrote about the asylum seekers being accommodated in Westhill in the last
Bulletin which generated a significant amount of email traffic.

| am grateful to all who wrote, the majority of which was positive, although there
is no denying that a number of people raised concerns regarding this issue. It is
important for us, as councillors, to be aware of concerns and issues that residents
have, and | was glad to have the opportunity to investigate some of the concerns
that were raised.

| would like to reiterate that it is important for any residents who have first-hand knowledge of criminal
activity, or anti-social behaviour to report these incidents directly to the police. Whilst it is useful for me
to be made aware of these incidents, there is little |, or other elected representatives, can do in terms of
holding people to account — this is the job of Police Scotland.

Having said that | have been reporting issues that | have been able to substantiate at the regular
meetings held between Aberdeenshire Council and the hotel management.

Similarly, | have reported incidences of reports made to me that have turned out to be incorrect when
investigated, in an effort to counter some of the rumours that are circulating around the town.

At the time of writing the number of asylum seekers has reduced and is currently 20% lower than the
peak we had in the summer.

One of the challenges lying ahead as we enter the winter season is ensuring that the asylum seekers
have activity to keep them occupied. Once again, | commend the local community groups who have
been actively engaging with the hotel management to provide not only material needs, (clothing,
toiletries, etc.), but also investing their time to provide educational opportunities and indeed sports
facilities which has been greatly appreciated by all. These activities have included ESOL (English for
Speaker of Other Languages), indoor cricket, indoor rugby, rock up and ride cycling, Duke of Edinburgh
awards participation and football sessions.

Anyone who has time on their hands and would like to assist with any of these activities should contact
any of the community groups or myself to volunteer.

Donations of clothing continue to the local church and with the onset of winter anyone who has unwanted
warmer clothing can drop this off where it will be gratefully received (see page 46).

I would also like to thank Police Scotland for their contribution to alleviating safety concerns around
this issue — they have not only increased their visible presence in Westhill during this period but in mid-
November held their first drop-in session at the local library to address specific concerns from residents.
At the time of writing, it is unknown whether further sessions will be held but if they are they will be
advertised in the usual manner, and | would encourage any local residents who have concerns to drop
in and seek reassurance from the police as to how best to manage these.

Councillor Surgeries

Councillor Ron McKail and | are continuing to hold monthly surgeries at Westhill Library. These are
held from 10.00-11.00 on the 2nd Saturday of each month. Whilst no appointment is necessary, you
can contact either of us to set up a specific time if you want to guarantee availability. If you are unable
to attend the surgery, | am happy to arrange meetings at mutually convenient times if you contact me
directly. The next surgery will be held on Saturday 9 December at the library within Westhill Primary
School.

Councillor Craig Miller
Clir.c.miller@aberdeenshire.gov.uk | Craig4Westhill
Tel. 07788 187521



ae prown & Co. Lld. Steve G ray
JOINERS AND BUILDING CONTRACTORS . .
SINCE 1975 Plumbing and Heating Ltd
Traditional Methods to With over 40 years experience, this
C Livi family run business provides the
ontemporary Living highest level of workmanship at
Kitchens, Doors, Windows, competative rates.
Roof Repairs, Plastering,
Extensions, Loft Conversions - Plumbing & Central Heating
3 « Boiler Replacement, Repair &
Office & Workshops: Servicing

Farburn Terrace, Dyce,
Aberdeen, AB21 7DR
Tel: 01224 723420
info@raebrown.co.uk

« Bathroom Installations
» Emergency Repairs

« Landlord Certificate
*No Job Too Small

# m: 07966 079 557
J ﬁ t: 01224749 193
N

e: stevegrayl92@btinternet.com

www.raebrown.co.uk

constructionline REGISTER

Mark Mennre Glf»?ﬁﬂﬁ

Local Glazier with over 35 years cx/acrrkm

REPLACEMENT DOUBLE GLAZING SERVICE
(Faulty, misted, condensated double glazing replacement service)

5 year guarantee on all double glazing

COLOURED GLASS SPLASHBACKS (Any RAL or BS4800 numbers)

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING PLEASE CALL 07918 081339 or 01224 789889
FOR A FREE QUOTE

Email: markmennieglazingltd@hotmail.com
Please visit my gallery and like Mark Mennie Glazing on Facebook
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PERFECTLY PRESSEW)

Collection and Drop Off
Weekly, Fortnightly or Ad Hoc
Normally 24 hour turn around

Call Gail on 07855 793309
perfectlypressedl@outlook.com

We can convert your:
Photographs, Slides, Negatives, VHS tapes,
Camcorder Videos, Cine Film or Music CDs to
DVD, USB Flash Drive or Cloud Storage
for viewing on your TV, Phone or Computer

Protect your precious
memories and share them www.PHOTOStoDVD.org.uk
with friends and family  info@PHOTOStoDVD.org.uk

Samples and prices Tel. 01569 750697
on the website

WESTHILL
BATH ROOMS

Full bathroom installations
 Supply and install
* Install only
 All trades supplied
* Discounts from wholesalers available
* Free estimates
¢ Full plumbing maintenance & installation
¢ From tap washers to full systems
« Call outs available

WESTHILL PLUMBING

Neil Craig Plumbing, 10 Meadowlands Drive, Westhill, AB32 6EJ

Tel: 01224 749994

Mob: 07801 198 930

email: neilcraigph@btinternet.com

10




Ron McKail, Councillor for Westhill and District

Business Gateway — What Does It Do?

If you are a business or thinking of setting up a business, then Business Gateway can help
and support your ambitions. Business Gateway Aberdeen City & Shire is fully funded by
both councils locally and provides valuable support from start-ups to growing businesses.
The service provides 1:1 advice tailored to the business along with support on various
topics, including digital, taking on employees, developing sales skills and expert help; the
service also hosts various workshops and networking opportunities. Business Gateway
works with any business at any stage of its journey, and the support is not just for start-ups. The service is free
and open to all new or existing businesses. For more information contact the team at 01224 946519, by email to
aberdeenshire@bgateway.com or the web link is https://www.bgateway.com/local-offices/aberdeenshire/local-
support.

Notes from Garioch and North Marr Community Safety

1. Million Pounds Monthly Scammed in Grampian Area

In the Grampian area it is estimated that approximately £1million monthly is scammed and scamming accounts
for 50% of all crime. A typical example being by a phone call supposedly from ‘your’ bank with the message your
account is being compromised and you need to transfer the money in your account to another account. This new
account will not be accessible to you having been set up by the scammer. The phone contact will be untraceable,
the location could be from anywhere in the world and your money is lost. On receipt of these suspicious calls
the course of action is not to engage with the person who is about to take your money; contact your bank; and
report the crime to Police Scotland.

On a similar vein an item for sale advertised on social media could possibly mean it is not available and is a
scam. Sensible advice suggests not to pay up front until you see the ‘goods’.

2. Rural Crime

Examples of rural crime in farming areas are: Leaving expensive equipment such as quad bikes in an easily
accessible location resulting in the vehicle being stolen; equipment/power tools/fuel/bicycles suffering a similar
fate from unlocked or insecure sheds and outbuildings. Not unusual for the same property to be targeted on
more than one occasion. Sadly, what happens in the rural area can happen in Westhill. Protect your property
by keeping it secure.

3. Sextortion

This is a new expression for me but refers to the distressing online crime where the victim has shared nude/
explicit images of a sexual nature and then is coerced/blackmailed by the predator.

Councillor Surgeries
Along with Councillor Miller, our surgery is held in Westhill Library on the second Saturday of each month from
10:00hrs to 11:00hrs.

Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy and Successful 2024

Councillor Ron McKail
Telephone 01224 742095 « email cllr.r.mckail@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

John . Findlater (Skene) Ltd

General Blacksmiths — Sitework — Gates & Railings — Free Estlmates

jsfindlaterltd@btconnect.com

tif s
A Tel: 01224 743214 4 *i

Gairloch, Skene, Westhill, Aberdeenshire AB32 6Y]
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Councillor Fatima Joji

| am delighted to take this opportunity to share a few updates since the last Bulletin.
As we approach the winter months and start using our grit bins, please remember
you can access grit bin services through the Aberdeenshire Council website. These
services include; request a grit bin to be filled; report damage to a grit bin; request
a grit bin to be moved; request a new grit bin. To find this service from the Council
homepage, please scroll down to Roads and Travel and choose Make a Grit Bin
Request or Report Damage. If you have any issues logging a request, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

Storm Babet

I would like to thank all our crucial health services and community groups for their support to residents throughout
Storm Babet. The storm saw some services in Westhill being suspended due to the extreme weather conditions
which caused huge levels of disruption, with residents being advised to avoid any travel to the South of
Aberdeenshire, which was sadly, very badly hit. Locally, it was great to see a fantastic level of support throughout
the community from neighbour to neighbour.

As councillors, we received timely and efficient updates on Storm Babet from Council officers. Due to the efficiency
of the Storm Babet bulletins, we were able to share the most up to date information and guidance. It was noted
by some residents that this was particularly helpful for safety. If you are online, | would like to encourage you to
follow Aberdeenshire Council pages in future! For any road traffic updates, | would recommend Traffic Scotland
who provide live information on incidents and road closures, which was particularly useful during Storm Babet.

NHS Grampian: Staff Parking Concerns

| have received a few campaign emails about NHS Grampian Staff Parking concerns, some from residents in
Westhill.

| am advised by some residents in Westhill that the NHS staff working on the Foresterhill site use the Lady Helen
Parking Centre, the multi-storey car park next to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.

Understandably, the multi-storey was originally built for patients and visitors, but during the COVID pandemic,
700 spaces in the top half were opened up to staff. This, 'm aware, made a huge difference, and is now part of
daily life.

Following the decision to revert to patients and visitors, | would first like to share that | have great sympathy
for staff. Some of my councillor colleagues and | were advised that the decision to give staff access was only
temporary. We have been contacted by residents to speak to NHS Grampian about this decision.

Following a response from NHS Grampian given to a colleague, our understanding is that the car park was
privately-funded by the Wood family and they insisted that there be some sort of clause that the facility be for
patients and visitors only. This was subsequently adopted into the planning conditions when the application
to build went before Aberdeen City Council. As it is a planning permission requiring change to allow staff, this
suggests that it is the Wood family and/or Aberdeen City Council who would require to be lobbied to change
either the deed or the planning conditions, and not NHS Grampian. As such, a request that | table a motion at
Aberdeenshire Council to change the planning permission granted by another local authority would be ruled
‘ultra vires’ by the council’s legal officer.

If you have any issues, | am eager to help and available to contact by phone 07787 955311 or by email clIr.f.joji@
aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

4 N
WESTHILL  Westhill A2B is a council operated minibus service providing travel for

shopping or other local services or facilities. The service is free to use and is
A :z available for people that have difficulty walking, people with other disabilities
o or residents who don't live near a regular bus route. It operates Monday to

p- Friday in Westhill, Elrick and Kirkton of Skene. First pick-up from 8:45am,
dialabus .. drop-off by 4pm.

You must book your journeys on this door-to-door service and can book up to 7 days before travel or 14
days for health-related trips, but no later than the day before travel. To make a booking please call the A2B
dial-a-bus hotline on 01467 535333 or email a2bdialabus@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

12



Braemoral Joinery

Westhill Ltd SPECT UM

All Buildi d Joinery Work i i
uilding and Joinery Wor Driver Training

r Manual & Automatic Tuition

DVSA Approved Driving Instructor

07816 449106

spectrumdrivertraining@outlook.com

www.facebook.com/

spectrumdrivertraining
New Builds. Extensions.

Sun Lounges. STEVE STRACHAN
Mob: 07977 420043
Tel: 01224 741247 COVERING: WESTHILL &

SURROUNDING AREA

www.braemoraljoinery.co.uk

]
With over 30 years of experience, a wealth of window dressing options and
an extensive range of fabrics.We can design, create and install your
curtains and blinds to the highest specification.

We will be with you every step of the way and give you personal and
professional service, a quick lead time and amazing finished results.

For a free home consultation contact Angela today

Tel: 01224 744204 Mob: 07539220856 Email: abelinteriorsitd@btconnect.com web: abel-interiors.co.uk

13



DOGGIE STYLE — PRACTICAL DOG
GROOMING FOR THE FAMILY PET

LUKE GUNN —~

r‘-’ﬁ\ |
o T
G, e

Recently qualified level 3 dog grooming
diploma. Offering a one-to-one service for
your family pet.

L
GUITAR LESSONS
BASED IN WESTHILL

« All Ages Welcome

i

« Beginner to Advanced

« Acoustic/Electric Guitar ot Londo

 Online Lessons - Skype, FaceTime, Zoom De-shedding, full groom or a shampoo and

« Rock, Pop, Metal and Blues Styles Covered blow d ry.

« GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE ’

For an appointment at the refurbished salon
in Dunecht please contact the following:
SEAS BTN Mobile: 07870 731597

WWW.LUKEANDLEARNGUITAR.COM
LUKE@LUKEANDLEARNGUITAR.COM Email: pamela.taliho@gmail.com

PGM TAXI SERVICE

T A X1
WESTHILL

a 07849 582319

Comfortable cars for up to 4 passengers or
book our minibus which seats 8 passengers

All major credit/debit cards accepted

Your Local Family Run Business Since 2007
PGM TAXIS WESTHILL

Advance Booking Recommended Find us on n
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Denma Pre school

Two’s Group

Ages 2.5 -3 Years
9am-12 pm

»“:‘:‘t“t
Eco - Schools 3 g o Pl‘e'SChOOl

Ages 3 - 5 years
8am-2pm

For more information contact:

Phone: 07727 617627
Email: denmanpg@hotmail.co.uk

You can also find us on facebook

Craig Stephen L . uK FIT

Your local trusted Locksmith 24 HOUR LOCKSMITH SERVICES
ABERDEEN

24 hour service

Fast response

No callout charge

Fixed pricing guaranteed
Lock out services

Lock replacements

uPVC window & door repairs

AU N NN

T: 01224 460 453 | M: 07821 833 633
E: craig.stephen@lockfit.co.uk

Google
Chedkatrade ""g* ﬁ
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€5 Stuart Grassick
General Builder, Westhill
Stonework Roughcasting
Extensions Patios/paving
Concrete work Drainage
Underpinning Hard and soft landscaping
Tel: 01224 741380 Mob: 07484 125143
E-mail: stuart.grassick@hotmail.com — p—
—

Complete Bathroom and
Kitchen Installation

Plumbing ' Joinery
Plastering ' Tiling

All work is fully guaranteed and covered
by public liability insurance

Call Martin on 07825788012

Email: aandmbathrooms@yahoo.co.uk
www.aandmbathrooms.com
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Westhill Household Waste
& Recycling Centre
Westdyke Avenue, Westhill

&

Recycling facilities for:

Glass Bottles & Jars, Paper, Cans, Plastic
Bottles, Textiles, ‘Tetra Pak’ type cartons,
Garden Waste, Household Batteries,
Lead Acid Batteries, Engine Oil, Electrical
Appliances, Pressurised Containers,
Scrap Metal, Wood, Hardcore & Rubble

Opening Hours

Monday to Sunday 9am—4.30pm
Friday 9am—4pm
Online booking required at
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/
recyclingcentrebookings

WESTHILL & DISTRICT

COMMUNITY MINIBUS
Charity No SC043773

Two WESTHILL COMMUNITY MINIBUSES
are available for hire by clubs
and organisations

Can take 14 or 16 passengers
Both minibuses have towbars

Driver Supplied or Self-Drive
CONTACT DAVID RITCHIE

01224 744058 or 07989 637461

Email: westhill. minibus@gmail.com
*Volunteer Drivers Wanted
for a few hours each month

Westhill and Skene
Lions Club

CHARITY SALE OF BOOKS, CDs,
DVDs, JIGSAWS & BOARD GAMES
AT WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE

1ST SATURDAY EACH MONTH
9am to 12pm

NEXT 3 SALES ARE:
3rd February, 2nd March
and 6th April

All proceeds go to local good causes
& Lions International Disasters Fund

Donations of books, etc.,
welcome on the day or phone/text

07989 637461
Folding Tables Available For Hire

BANKING SERVICES
IN WESTHILL

MOBILE BANKS
Bank of Scotland — fortnightly Friday
2.45pm-3.15pm at Trinity Church car park
RBS - Wednesdays 11am-12 noon
at Trinity Church car park

POST OFFICE
The Post Office in Nisa at Westhill Shopping
Centre can be used for bill payments
and cash deposits (with debit card or
personalised pay-in slip) and withdrawals.
Cheque deposits can be made for most
major banks with a completed pay-in slip.
Ask for envelope for your bank. It is open:
Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm | Sat 9am-1pm

ATMs IN WESTHILL
¢ Inside Nisa store
* Outside Tesco store
¢ Inside Costco store
» Westhill Service Station shop in Elrick




Rotary

In Westhill
and District Out & About

End Polio Now

Crombie School and Dunecht Primary have both been involved in our End Polio Now campaign. The
students of Crombie School contributed their purple fingerprints to a collective heart, symbolising their
commitment to eradicating polio before the whole school walked a mile in aid of End Polio Now.

Dunecht Primary took part in a walk for End Polio Now. Every pupil eagerly participated, and they
went the extra mile by donning something
purple to show their support for the cause.
This collective effort not only raised
awareness but also showed the power of
a community united in a common purpose.

Both sets of pupils received their own
purple Crocus corms. These corms will
soon find a home in the soil, and when
they bloom in the spring, they will serve
as a vivid reminder of the ongoing battle
against polio.

RYLA
Two pupils from Westhill Academy, Matangi Sankriti and Connor
Hendry, shared their transformative experiences at the Rotary
Youth Leadership Award (RYLA) camp in the Cairngorms. They
gave us a wonderful talk at a recent meeting of our club.

Matangi and Connor believe that the skills and insights gained
at RYLA will not only enhance their current activities but also
significantly influence their future career choices. These two
senior pupils showcased the broad reach and impact of RYLA,
offering a chance for local youths to grow and develop through
such programs.

Their participation in RYLA was made possible through the sponsorship of the Westhill and District
Rotary Club, which exemplifies the positive impact Rotary Clubs have on the local community.

Community Gardening
Another great team effort between Westhill Shopping Centre, Westhill and Elrick Community Council,
Aberdeenshire Council and our own Rotarians.

The old bedding plants in the barrels by the living wall/roundabout at the shopping centre have been
removed and the winter pansies installed.

Bon Accord Centre Raffle

Additionally, the Rotary Raffle at the Bon Accord Centre is an event to watch out for in the coming weeks.
By participating, you can not only win a Suzuki Swift but also contribute to the noble cause of supporting
the Charlie House foundation.

If you would like to find out more about Rotary and give something back to the community either
by becoming a Rotary member or simply to lend a hand with some of our projects, then please
get in touch — Secretary@Westhill.rotary1010.0rg or take a look at our Facebook page facebook.
com/westhillrotary.
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. CUTs WELL:

N

OW

07311 404 489

cutswellturkishbarber@gmail.com

2 DEER PARK PLACE, COUNTESSWELLS,
ABERDEEN, AB15 8FX

www.cutswellbarber.co.uk

5 f

K.MILNE

plumbing | heating REGISTER

Local Gas Safe Registered Plumber

Kevin Milne

Tel: 07918 070928
01975 581437
k.milne@live.co.uk

Boiler Services
Heating Upgrades and Maintenance
Natural Gas and LPG Appliances
Bathroom Upgrades, etc.

The Oven Valet
Oven Cleaners

Doing the jobs you hate!
Bringing the sparkle back to your oven
Using Non Toxic, Non Caustic Products in Your Home

EEl 3

i ven Valet,
3.8

01330 823079 .
07920 483233

E: info@theovenvalet.com
www.theovenvalet.com
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T s ENEN N NEEN
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

-

Domestic, = A | PAINTER

Commercial iifgE=
& Industrial T

and
. DECORATOR

Standard decorating

We offer first class electrical services across the North service
East. Our fully qualified, professional electricians are

| | o

| | o
_
q.

on hand to support you and are committed to providing 1 plus ]
an outstanding customer service every time. m Ames 'I'aping T

u Lighting Design & Installation l Skimming

m Additional Sockets, TV & Phone Points B

OLIVIU DOCEA
07913 082637
01224 740276

FREE ESTIMATES

AENAE N NARN

m Mains Board Upgrades

m Inpsection, Testing & Certification

m Landlord Services (EICRs, PAT Testing etc)

= Commercial Maintenance - Guaranteed Fast Response
m All Aspects of Electricial Maintenance & Repairs

m EV Car Charging and much more

GET IN TOUCH FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE TODAY
www.electro-tek.co.uk / 01224 791914 / info@electro-tek.co.uk

- -
-~

RIDE ON SPORTS
Ride (o/)k MAINTENANCE

Sports Maintenance

www.rosm.co.uk

Ensure your bike is well maintained for
performance, reliability and safefy

bicycle E-Bike
servicing LTS servicing

« repairs = hoxed ~repairs
bike/pre delivery

inspections

Avoid the hassle of fown
If the job cant be carried out “on site” we will collect and drop off
your bicycle at a location m convenient to you.
This minimises the impact on your busy life and maximises
the time available for doing what we all love...riding!

Full details and prices can be found
at WWW.rosm.co.uk or
£ @rideonsportsmaintenance

Cytech
Qualified
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ELECTRICAL SERVICES

%AIE@THn_l_

Y Like us on

CLE) GELECT

LICENSED TO TRADE y

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

LED Lighting
[ J

Interior Lighting
[ ]

FREE ESTIMATES
°

NO JOB TOO SMALL

External Lighting
[ ]

Xmas Lighting
[ ]

Certifier of Construction
[}
Rewires
[}
Extensions

[}

Additional Sockets

Internal & External
[ ]

DOMESTIC

°
COMMERCIAL
°

INDUSTRIAL
°

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

Testing
[ ]
EICR Reports
[ ]
PAT Testing
[ ]

Phone Points
[ ]

Smoke Detectors
[ ]

Heat Detectors
[ J
Fuse Board Upgrades
[

Wall mounted TV’s
[}
Surround Sound
[}

Sonos Systems

Contact : Doug Smith

Phone : 07890 949998
E-mail : westhillelectrical@sky.com
Web : www.westhillelectrical.co.uk
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I
Westhill
B®»iler Services
Looking for a new Boiler?

i Lrree B
-10-

o ZVEARN
“\]OTEF{g ‘WARRANTVb
FREE

GRERIT

. I

Aworcester () BOSCH

® Boiler Installations ® Power Flush
@ Boiler Repairs @ Landlord Certification
@ Boiler Servicing ® Central Heating

10 FINANCING
Westhill o

B®iler Services

Tel: 07534 934 965
www.westhillboilerservices.co.uk

Westhill Boiler Services LTD is an Introducer Appointed Representative of hiber Energy Ltd., a company registered in England and.
Wales (Co. Reg. No. 11228917). Registered Office: Linen Court, 10 East Road, London, N1 6AD. hiber Energy Ltd. is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN 810654) as a Broker, not a Lender, and offers credit facilities from a panel of lenders.
The credit is subject to application and status.
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One of the best things about late November and December is getting into the festive spirit, and | can’t
think of a better way to embrace the season than shopping for unique Christmas gifts on a European city
break, somewhere with a fabulous festive market. I've chosen a couple of must-visit Europe Christmas
markets for 2023, with some continuing into early January if you want to keep the festive feels going.

BERLIN, November 27th to December 31st — Weihnachts Zauber is a favourite among Berlin’s
Christmas markets. Rated for its ambience and its tented artisan village, with local wood carvers and
other craftspeople showing off their skills. There are also performances by jugglers, fire eaters, and
musicians, and traditional German dishes served in a heated restaurant area. Other top sights to see in
Berlin are Museum Island, the Brandenburg Gate, and Checkpoint Charlie.

KRAKOW, November 24th to January 1st — This southern Polish city is full of character all year round,
with its well-preserved medieval centre. But it's especially charming at this time of year when its main
square, Rynek Gtowny, is taken over by market stalls, street performances, folklore shows, and live
regional music. Sample Polish treats such as Grzaniec (local mulled wine) and crispy pork knuckle, and
don’t miss the famous Christmas Crib Contest dating back to the early 19th century.

PRAGUE, December 2nd to January 6th — Of all the Czech capital's Christmas markets, the one in
the Old Town Square stands out for its spectacular cathedral views. As well as snapping up local crafts,
you can feast on national specialities such as roast pork, gingerbread, hot mead, and Trdelnik (a kind
of cake wrapped around a stick, topped with sugar and walnuts) while listening to carols and other live
music. The castle, cathedral, and Charles Bridge are also unmissable.

Or why not take in several Christmas Markets on a river cruise? The perfect way to soak up the festive
atmosphere and visit several markets.

If you would like to know more or simply need help with travel plans, contact me via the advert on page
76 or follow me on Facebook/Instagram for updates.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Heather Reynolds, Travel Counsellors

@9 BILL'S GARDENING CORNER

It was lovely to see the autumn colours shining with gold red and brown, and the berries
hanging. Sadly the berries didn’t have the usual flavour and taste, put that down to the unusual
weather.

Now it's back to the end of season mundane jobs, summer bedding plants tidied up, and yes
again —wash and dry your pots and put them in paper to keep them dry and away from mould. Don't
store them in plastic as that encourages mould and is no use in the frost.

Yes it's that time of the year again, Christmas! — drop a few hints to family and friends that you would like a
voucher so you could get something to please yourself.

On a different note we have had a welcome visitor this year; it's been quite a wee while since we had a hedgehog
but it came in and settled down at the bottom of the garden in May and did us a great favour over the summer
keeping snails and slugs down and getting lovely cat food twice a week.
Enjoy your garden, whatever the weather.

Bill
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WESTHILL SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP

| hope that the wet weather hasn't affected you too much. At least the Senior Citizens meetings keep you
motivated, social and active. Hopefully the winter won’t be too harsh for us and you are able to continue getting
out and about. We are very pleased to see so many people attending our meetings. Usually around 44 attend
regularly but if everyone on our register came along we would have around 60, which is great.

If you do find yourself needing help (shopping, clearing paths, etc.) over the winter months and have no family,
friends or neighbours who can help you out then please get in touch — as there are so many helpful people in
our Westhill Community.

Hopefully you have not fallen victim to any phone or email scams. This is happening more and more and the
scammers tend to target older and vulnerable people. Please DO NOT give your email, bank, or personal
information out to anyone over the phone. If they say they are your bank then put the phone down and call your
Bank on the number on the back of your bank card.

We re-started on Thursday 31st August and have been entertained by the Sweet Adelines; Cat Macpherson,
Dan Greavy, Garioch Blend, Spectrum Musicians and had a session with exercises, bingo and games.

We meet in the Hall at the back of Trinity Church from 2.00pm until approximately 3.30pm. We have
entertainment for an hour then refreshments. We have sanitiser and wipes on the tables. AGE SCOTLAND
have once more supported our Group and we are
using this to supplement the Christmas party at
the Holiday Inn.

Thursday 23rd Nov 2023 — ‘B Naturals’

Thursday 7th Dec — Christmas Party Holiday Inn.

Entertainers — Jim & Marisha Addison

Thursday 11th Jan 2024 (restart) — Don Carnie —

Singer/Keyboard

Thursday 25th Jan — Donald Grassie — Musicians
If the weather is inclement and the schools and
public places are closed then we will not be

holding a session. We would let you know by
email or telephone.

A2B dial a-bus have been amazing at helping our

Westhill District Amateur
Swimming Club

COI\/IE

““ll Dls t,.

We are looking for swimmers

aged 7+ who are currently
level 4 (or equivalent) and
above

If this is you or your kid, drop us an email to
organise a come and try session:
membership@westhilldistrictasc.org.uk

We are a fun, engaging sport team that hope to
encourage young swimmers to progress in their
swimming journey
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Seniors to get to and from the meetings. Many
have said how helpful and accommodating the
drivers have been. Thank you.

For many people the hardest thing to do is to
get yourself out the house and come and try
something new. Please come along and see how
you enjoy our meetings.

If you need any further information please get in
touch.

Contact: Heather Cook — 01224 741194;

Email - heathercook@tiscali.co.uk or

Mika McKenzie — 01224 742004

Charity No. SC014265



What does South West ‘
Aberdeenshire Citizen
oo e s s weeseermn O Y@
South West Aberdeenshire Citizens Advice ‘
Bureau is an independent and innovative
advice organisation providing holistic
advice and support to local people.
One of the Twin aims of the Scottish
Citizens Advice Bureau Service is to ensure
that individuals do not suffer through MyNameis Aidan and I have an
lack of knowledge of their rights and HNC in Animal Care. | am fully
respons ties, or of the services insured and first aid trained. |

available to them, or through an inability have the experience and !
to express their needs effectively. knowledge required fo provide
the best possible care for your
We offer free, independent, impartial and pets.
confidential advice to the public on a wide
lrange of subje§ts. Examples oflregular
issues we receive enquiries on include: )
welfare benefits, money and debt, housing,
employment, immigration, consumer, energy

‘l' o " .
issues, relationship issues and legal matters. &Sl gl boorit CONTACTUS

s Petsitting

Are you looking for a dog
walker or pet carer?

s Dog Walking

alipetsgandsegmail.com ()
07871404791 ©)
www.allpetsgreatandsmall.couk

If you need advice
please telephone 01224 747714
or email us at enquiries@swacab.org.uk O

&9 Home visits
@

The Flooring L@Clge

MASON LODGE WESTHILL “‘

e Carpets e Vinyls

e Karndean e Amtico

R © Pergo
Laminates ¢ Wood Floors

Pergo e Blinds
Professional and Friendly Service

Wide Range
Competitive Prices

The Flooring L@dg@

=
Mason Lodge Skene Westhill Mason Lodge Elrick ~ Westhill
Aberdeenshire AB32 6XR Service
Station
Tel: 01224 744333 PY Carnie
Roundabout
Fax: 01224 744388 Open Monday to Saturday,

Email: sales@theflooringlodge.co.uk To late night Thursday
Peterculter
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PROPERTY
LEGAL
FINANCIAL

SQUEEZE THE
MOST FROM
YOUR HOME

[Floal  HOUSE VALUATION

. Ready to move? Just curious?
E Either way, now’s a great time to find out how much
your home is worth and secure the best possible price.

BOOK YOUR FREE VALUATION AT ACANDCO.COM/GET-MOVING
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GET EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN ONE

PLACE TO CREATE YOUR DREAM
SEASONAL SPACE...

Get ready for winter at GPH!

Explore our seasonal offerings:

From fuels to keep you warm, get ready for guests with
our range of paints to refresh your space, stylish winter
clothing from waterproof to hi-vis to keep you safe and
cosy, along the latest tools from our Toolbank Christ-
mas stock, we;ve got you covered!

www.gph.uk.com
westhill@gph-online.com
01224 748313

Find us at: Prospect Place, Westhill Industrial Park, Westhill. AB32 6SY
Opening hours: Mon to Fri: 7am to 5pm | Sat: 7am to 12:30pm
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DANSCENTRE , Painting and

@WESTHILL:KINGSWELLS
&c gLEx Decorating
T
* Domestic and
Commercial Service
* All types of interior and

exterior paint work
* Complete Surface Preparation

* Wallpaper Hanging
* Ozone Disinfection Service

SUCCE s S * Free Estimate
STARTS Now ¥

- 07930 895516 O30

Enrolling now Y . £ -
Email: énquiries@danscentre.com é: W@W/é@wm

Tel: 01224 647341 - www.danscentre.com

BOOKKEEPING I 00

Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Payroll & Administration Services

A friendly, down-to-earth P ;
and jargon free approach [ &3 ﬂ
to bookkeeping . e

Accounting Bookkeeping Payroll Tax

[ _cog)
aall
VAT

Management General Cloud

Accounts Administration Accounting
Institute of Certified Bookkeepers - Practice No. 2519

@ ESP Bookkeeping Services
019755 63411 07719 593997 & Craigshannoch, Alford, Aberdeenshire, AB33 8EE

info@espbookkeeping.co.uk | Www.espbookkeeping.co.uk
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Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene

On 7th October we held a Variety Concert. A number of local

groups and individuals gave fantastic entertainment. We raised

£1000 that was given to local charities and included donations

from The Hall Committee and local company i-Protech. The
audience, performers and parents of the children all enjoyed the
evening. It is hoped this can be repeated again in 2024.

To enquire about hiring, please email the booking secretary — milnehallbookings@gmail.com.
Future Events: See Facebook page for up to date details.

Regular Activities:
» Jazzercise, every Monday and Wednesday 9.45-10.45am and also Wednesday 6.30-7.30pm.

» Westhill Sooyang Do martial art group hold classes for children and adults on Monday evenings.
Phone Chief Instructor Dave Bremner: 07970 188825.

» Skene Youth Club for Primary 1-7, Thursday evenings 6-7pm, October to April.
» Alba Black Belt Academies — age 3 to adult. Call 07818 200371 for details.
» Baby Sensory — Thursday mornings.

Milne Hall Management Committee is registered as a charity (SC045034).

Help wanted — if you feel you could contribute in any way in looking after and improving the hall,
you will be made most welcome. Please contact 01224 742804.

Skene Fundraising Committee
— Macmillan Cancer Support

We take this opportunity to thank all who have donated so generously to Skene Fundraising
Macmillan Cancer Support.

We held another collection at Tesco Westhill on Saturday 2nd September, and raised £476.25. The
Macmillan Coffee Morning was at Lyne of Skene Hall, Lyne of Skene on Saturday 30th September
and we raised a fantastic amount of £1847.45.

On 8th October we held another Bingo Night at the Ashvale in Inverurie, and the Macmillan Burns
Supper will be held on Friday 26th January at Echt Hall, please check our Facebook page for more
details.

Please follow us on Facebook — Skene Fundraising Committee-Macmillan Cancer Support to
read about these and future events. In addition we do place posters around Westhill with the next
upcoming event(s).

To donate to Macmillan Skene Fundraising Committee go to macmillan-org.enthuse.com.
The funds raised by the committee remain within this area.

If 'you would like to be a volunteer or join our committee  Fyndraising for
please contact me at the number below.

Charity No SCO039907 MACM|LLAN

Alison Troup - 07974 790765 CANCER SUPPORT
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SFPEAK Fhuysio Sa45....

With Christmas coming up and News years fitness resolutions around the corner
it's a great time to explore the benefits of Pilates.

Having a strong core is about how well our body can stabilise us and keep us
balanced against gravitational or external forces during movement, such as
movement from our limbs. There are many ways our body can compensate by
using other muscles instead of your core to stabilise your body. This can lead to
reduced quality movement and pain.

So how can we work on our core whilst making sure we do not compensate
with other muscles like our neck and shoulders at the same time?

Pilates is a great way to mindfully learn to strengthen our core whilst learning to
minimise compensatory movements. It can be adapted to suit any fitness level, or
injuries, as well as athletic performance.

At SPEAR our goal is to support you in moving well so you can do all the
things you love. We care about getting results, which is why our Pilates
service is designed in a specific way so that you can see progress and help
maintain strength, mobility and stability in the long term.

We offer the following:

1:1 Pilates — these sessions comprise an individualised assessment and
understanding of how the body moves and what compensatory strategies you may
be using without realising it. We go through foundational principals and exercises
to ensure that you feel muscle activation in the right areas.

Group Pilates Classes — we currently offer different levels of classes which are
run in blocks to help build on the exercises from the previous weeks. We also
introduce you to the ovo ball and Pilates ring to strengthen your core further.

Private Pilates Classes — these bespoke classes are tailor made for a small
group of friends/family. Let us know what you would like to work on whether it's
general strength and conditioning, flexibility, relaxation or a mixture of everything!

Our bodies are incredible movement systems, that when well looked after allow us
to do what we love and achieve great things and helps us feel healthy and happy.
Pilates is a great way to look after our bodies and have fun at the same time.

With Christmas coming up what better gift for your loved ones than bespoke
Pilates session to help them move and feel better.

For more information or to book any Pilates sessions please get in touch
with our Pilates team

To book a physiotherapy appointment call 01224 900102 or go online




ASHDALE HALL (WESTHILL DRIVE)

- HALL NEWS
Our family Ceilidh was a great success. We had a Primary
ASH DALE HALL school age disco and we will have another on December 22nd.
WESTHILL
FUNDRAISING

We are planning fundraising later this year, including a Christmas Craft Fair and others in 2024.
But we really need people to join the fundraising committee and help come and organise.

We applied for funding for Pickleball equipment and have put on some free sessions. Pickleball
and Badminton can be booked for £20 an hour.

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
We are desperately looking for extra local people for the Committee. Please contact the Hall if
you are interested.

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

We have various time slots available during the week for let, please email the Hall if you are
interested in making a regular booking or for parties/events. Our event prices have not changed
in four years for those looking for a bargain. Contact ashdalehall@hotmail.co.uk.

Monthly Tea Dances are on the 2nd Friday of every month 1.30-3.30pm from April to October.

WESTHILL MARKET (9am-1pm, 1st Saturday of every month)

Our monthly market is held at the Hall Car Park and we have stallholders selling fish, bakery
items, local fresh meat, pies, vegetables, loose tea, jams, fudge, eggs, bespoke cards, crafts,
jewellery and more.

We really need the support of the local community for the Market to be able to continue
and to expand as stalls will only come back if more local people come.

Most of the products at the Market are locally sourced and made, with little or no food miles
involved. Come along to see the fantastic quality and choice of the goods on offer and help the
environment.

HALL CLASSES AND EVENTS
We offer a wide program, for full details please see the next page and our online timetable:
http://www.ashdalehall.co.uk. These are also displayed on the Hall noticeboards.

ENQUIRIES

For enquiries or to book the hall/meeting rooms or Badminton and Pickleball Courts, please
e-mail Adrian Hidalgo [Facilities Manager] at: ashdalehall@hotmail.co.uk or call the Hall on
01224 740137.

Scottish registered charity W.D.P.H.Scio. SC049243

Are you local? Have great ideas? Interested in building community spirit?

Then join our well-established
Management Committee Team or
Fundraising Team.

For more information, please contact
the office on ashdalehall@hotmail.co.uk
or by calling 01224 740137.
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spring (@

Greetings from Vinespring Church! Right about now the autumn leaves have fallen, the
storms have hopefully long gone, although we all continue to bear with the sweeping
winds and the lashing rains, as the cold snap of winter alerts us to that time of the year
when all is great and jolly. It is always a delight to witness the changing seasons, but
not just the physical climate, but also the social and spiritual environment. The changes
prepare us for what may be coming next, giving us a decent enough time to prepare not
just for things that are about to happen, but the conditions within which they will take
place.

Presently, any casual observer would attest to the fact that we are indeed living in rather
unprecedented times. From the recent pandemic to international migration crises; from
national political crises with global implications, to terrorism, wars, and rumours of wars
in the Middle East and other parts of the world. It can be difficult for the ordinary citizen
to bear up under the weight of all the dark and dreary events of our day. In addition
to all these, families and individuals are still struggling to cope with the cost-of-living
crisis. And, migrants and asylum seekers continue to arrive, seeking a better future for
themselves and their families. Various government institutions are stretched to capacity,
both in personnel and finance; and the authorities are having to make difficult decisions
about complex situations with real life consequences for the future of their nations. The
times and seasons are indeed changing, and doing so on the speed lane, so to say.

At Vinespring Church we believe these times are quite prophetic and should focus our
minds on what God our heavenly Father may be asking of us. In the book of Matthew,
chapter 24, verses 3-8, Jesus was asked by his disciples what the signs of His return
would be. In his reply, Jesus first warned his disciples against deception. Then He went
on to state that the signs of his physical return to this earth would include wars and
rumours of wars, and nations rising in conflict against other nations. That sounds very
much like ‘now O’clock!’. We are encouraged to seek peace, to pursue it and to be peace
makers. But regardless of what outcomes our efforts in these areas may yield, we cannot
afford to lose sight of that primary warning for the times we live in: Do not be deceived.
Every believer and all people of good will must endeavour to stay in the path of truth and
light as the days grow darker upon us.

For this reason, we have continued to meet, to teach, and to be witnesses of God’s Word.
Our recent sermon series explores the concept of truth, deception, discernment, and the
knowledge of Jesus Christ. We would like to extend an invitation to anyone who may want
to learn more or explore Christianity with us. Our weekly meetings continue Sundays
at 11am and on Wednesdays at 7.30pm. For details please visit our website at www.
vinespringchurch.co.uk or our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/vinespringchurch.
To all residents, we would like to wish everyone a lovely Christmas celebration, filled with
joy, hope, and victory. May Jesus Christ, our reason for this season, bring you peace and
joy for always.

Team Vinespring
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FRESH CUT

FLOWERS i

Stems - Blooms - Seeds

e Best Flowers

v All 9cca§|ons

TINASFLOWERS@GMAI
WW.JASTINASFLOWERS.

North Deeside Road, Milltimber,
Aberdeen

01224 734747

www kippielodge.co.uk

Kippie Lodge
Aberdeen's Sports & Country Club
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G ACCOUNTING
= ur fu

Taxon Most af the time, whan psople do not fill out a tax 01224 748 298
. return for a property, it is because they are making a info@grampianaccounting.couk
Rental Properties financial loss and think 2 retum dossn't need done. grampianaccounting.co.uk
This unfortunately isn't the case and it may be that a
If you're renting out a property then it’s important to taxable event still accurs. There are many commeon Grampian Accounting
make sure you are claiming all the legitimate misunderstandings about what can be claimed Even 3 Prospact Place Westhill
expenses you can so as o minimise your tax bill sach  in the case where no texis due because of a loss a Aberdeen AB32 65Y

year. It is important to file accurately and on time to
avoid any penalties and interest.

return should be filed so you are able to utilise
or/and record those losses. Filing can also prevent

an HMRC inspection as they will know a property is
being let but don't know if it's profitable or nat.

&N Scardroy Homes
ge@‘mﬁm&gém&sm’%%@ lowct

scardroy@youreventscotland.com
+44 (0)131 357 2544
+44 (0)7980 638277
www.scardroyhomes.com

Inverness Aberdeen Aberdeenshire Falkirk Dundee

nightly, weekly or longer term
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Mobile Footcare 4

T: 01224 784109
M: 07980 882527

o CALLUS AND HARD SKIN REMOVAL
o DIABETIC FOOT CARE
o NAIL CUTTING SERVICE
o FUNGAL INFECTIONS

o CORN REMOVAL

o VERRUCAS

All Landscaping Work
Undertaken including:

Professional foot treatments
in the comfort of your
own home

Tidy Ups - Lock Blocking
Paving Fencing - Walling
Turfing - Hedge Trimming
Artificial Grass installed

Ginny Finch FHP Dip RFHP  <E2
* MEMBER *
Foot Health Practioner RFHP

Bl L
abzfootcare@outlook.com 9,'; X7 .§
&

07596 274 322 th proC

Free no obligation

estimates

; BOOK ONLINE

at www.thehappybarber.co.uk
or download the Nearcut App

«Like uson
D) Facebook
z. v

T3 o /
J v

- All Aspects of Gent's Barbering - Family Friendly
- Affordable Pricing - Kids' Sports Car Barber Chairs
- Comfortable and Relaxing Atmosphere - DVD Entertainment

Visit Us At:

535 Great Western Rd,
Mannofield - 01224 379155

Mason Lodge, Skene,
Westhill - 01224 743288

We look forward to welcoming you soon!

35




Dancers

« Highland « Scottish Country
« Ceilidh « Preschool

« National Competitive and
Non-Competitive Coaching

e Theory « Choreography
« Event Performances

For information contact

pamsdelight@hotmail.com
M: 07557 120207

Ghe Cleaning
Company

Gaot No Timell!

Let us do it for you

A good job at a good price

Domestic and Commercial
Ozone Disinfection Service

Cleaning with Friendly
Efficient Service

Robient
M: 07930 895516 Ozone

WESTHILL/BANCHORY HEALTH & THERAPIES PRACTICE

| 1

CARING FOR YOU FROM TOP TO TOE S

An integrated well-being health clinic

B
| 11

= Chiropody/Podiatry = Massage Therapy

= Chiropractor
= Counselling
= Djetitian™

= Acupuncture

WESTHILL
01224 740885

westhillpodiatry@gmail.com

= Reflexology & Reiki
= Sports Massage
= Body Stress Release

BANCHORY
01330 825333

banchorypodiatry@gmail.com

SUITE 5 WESTHILL SHOPPNG CENTRE

6 SCOTT SKINNER SQUARE BANCHORY




Kingshill Parish Church

On a recent visit to New Lanark, | came across this quote by Robert Owens, the man behind
the remarkable community built there. “Has the infant any means of deciding who, or of what
description, shall be its parents, its playmates, or those from whom it shall derive its habits and
its sentiments?”

These words perhaps resonate with us as we are faced with the horrifying news of children killed
and injured in Israel/Palestine. Children who have no choice as to which side of a border they
live, find their very existence threatened. And it happens in other war zones too. Think of the
children removed from Ukraine or those kidnapped by Boko Haram. Our hearts break, especially
as we approach the season of Christmas, with its focus upon one child, born in Bethlehem.

Of course, Jesus is no ordinary child. There is nothing accidental about his birth — about who his
earthly parents were, or when and where he was born. It was planned long beforehand and is a
fulfilment of God’s promises to His people. As Paul puts it: “But when the set time had fully come,
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we
might receive adoption to sonship.” Jesus is born into our world that we might be welcomed into
a new family, with a heavenly father, whose love for us is beyond measure. And like any family,
we come to resemble those around us — in our habits and in our sentiments.

One of the titles given to Jesus, centuries before his birth is Prince of Peace. If he simply stays
a child in the manger, there is no way of him living up to it. But Christians believe he is the one
who has overcome death and we worship him as the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. We put
our hope in him. We join with countless Christians down through the ages who cry out — Come,
Lord Jesus, Come. That is what advent is all about — preparing for Jesus’ coming, not only at
Christmas, but in the future. For when he returns, the wars and conflicts which blight the lives of
so many children will be ended, once and for all.

Why not join us as we celebrate his birth and look forward to his return? You will find details of
our services below and on our website www.kingshillparish.com.

May we take this opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year when it
arrives.
Rev Stella
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Westhill Library NMews

-

-

Opening Times/Contact Info

Tuesday 10am-7pm
Wednesday 10am-7pm
Thursday 10am-6pm
Saturday 9am-1pm

T. 01224472871
E: westhill.library@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
W: www.livelifeaberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries

Spotiight on: Libby now
available on Sonos Speakers!

Downloading the Libby App and using
your library membership allows you to
borrow eAudiobooks to listen to.

Millions of households are filled with

the high-quality sound of Sonos wireless
home sounds systems daily, and now
those houses will also be able to enjoy
audiobooks through Libby. We’re excited
to announce that Libby is now integrated
with your Sonos speakers, enabling you
to enjoy all your borrowed audiobooks
without the need for headphones or
Bluetooth.

Using the Sonos App, users can play

the audiobook on their Loans Shelf on
their Sonos speakers throughout their
house. The Sonos App is available for iOS,
Android, MacOS, and Windows users.

For a step-by-step guide on the set up
please visit: www.livelifeaberdeenshire.
org.uk/libraries.

~

J

\
Westhill Writers Forum

The library have welcomed a new social
group that offers writers of all levels and
genres a place to support each other in

their writing.

The group have been meeting on a
Wednesday evening and have been
working on writing, editing and critiquing
skills.

The Westhill Writers Forum encourages
every member to write, improve and
enjoy their writing.

For further information please email
shanejlodge@gmail.com.

\_

What's On?

Whether you’re a reader or not, there’s
plenty to keep you occupied at the library
and you’re guaranteed a warm welcome
when you visit.

Christmas Themed Lego Club
for 5 to 12 year olds
Saturday 23rd December 9.30am — 12pm
Drop in, no booking required

Scrabble Club for adults
Wednesdays 10.30am — 12pm
Drop in, no booking required

Bookbug for pre-schoolers
Thursdays 10.30am — 11am
Booking essential

To book and for details of all our activities
please visit: www.livelifeaberdeenshire.
org.uk/libraries.

J

For a taste of everything we're up to, please follow us on Facebook.
We hope to see you in the library soon!

J
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Accessible 24 hours, 7 days a week

€€ <€C<C€CC<CCC<C<C<C <
I

Public Access Defibrillator locations in the

The below are unlocked by a code which will be given to you by
the ambulance call centre when making an emergency call (999)

Westhill Area K

DEFIBRILLATOR

McDonald’s Westhill (inside to left of counter)
Premier Inn Westhill (inside at reception)

Westhill Dental Practice (on wall outside main entrance)
Westhill Shopping Centre (on wall to left of Nisa)

Westdyke Leisure Centre (on wall outside main entrance)
Westhill Swimming Pool (on wall to left of main entrance, behind the bike racks)
Elrick Service Station (on wall to left of side entrance)

Trinity Church (on wall to left of front entrance)

Milne Hall in Skene (on wall to right of main entrance)

Scout Hall (on side wall facing road, behind the bike racks)
Westhill Community Church (on wall outside main entrance)
Westhill Golf Club (on wall to left side of entrance)

The Happy Barber Mason Lodge (on side wall facing car park)
Crombie Primary School (on wall to left of main entrance)
Skene Primary School (on wall to left of main entrance)

Accessible during opening hours only

Abercrombie Smile Design (inside)
Abercrombie Dental Practice (inside)
Marks & Spencer (inside)

Costco (inside)

Tesco (inside)

GPH (inside)

home bakes, soft drinks and ice cream are served :
both from the door and inside, heated by the log burning stove on the
colder days. Jill and Steve look forward to sharing a warm welcome.

We anticipate that you will
. enjoy a weekly home bake
and coffee at this Kirkton of
Skene destination, along the
footpath from Westhill and
Elrick.

Bothy 57's beverages, home-
made soup, hot food, scrumptious

Open Tuesday to Sunday, 6 days a week
All are welcome
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WESTHILL BOWLING CLUB

With our outdoor bowling season having ended in
September there is not much bowling news to report.

Late September and October is generally a time when we
can get some work done on the green to see it through the
winter in as good a condition as possible to be ready for
play in April.

Whilst we managed to get a lot of the necessary work done,
the torrential rain of storms Agnes, Babet and Ciaran put a
halt to the final touches. Let’'s hope that the winter weather
is kind to us and doesn’t cause too much frost damage to
the grass.

In earlier articles | gave details of our successes and some of our near misses on the green so there is no
mileage in looking backwards but we are looking forward to the 2024 season starting in April. However,
one notable success that we should highlight is regarding the number of new members we have added
over the past year. Over twenty have been added for 2023 and | believe all have enjoyed the experience
and hopefully, like me, are looking forward to the 2024 season.

As we approach Christmas many of you will have the perennial question of “what will | get (you add the
name) for Christmas”. | know that in my family we have this same stress every year.

So here is an original suggestion for you. Get them a membership of Westhill Bowling Club. It's good
for any age from about 10 upwards, male or female. It will be gift that never stops giving for many,
many years. The lucky recipients will enjoy gentle outdoor exercise, great camaraderie, friendly sporting
activity and the chance to meet a much larger circle of friends. We have friendly matches as well as
competitive matches against other clubs in the Aberdeen area and the wider Aberdeenshire area which
gives even more opportunity to expand horizons visiting different locations.

All this and you will have enough change out of £50 to buy a gift card (change out of £10 for juniors).
What's not to like.

If you or anyone you know would like to come and join us and be part of our ongoing story of bowling
in the Westhill area please do not hesitate to get in touch by email robert. mutch@btinternet.com or
telephone 07562 696193 and I'll send you the necessary details.

Westhill Bowling Club wishes you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

1st Skene Girls’ Brigade R

A

We currently have 22 girls in our Company but we have no waiting listand & . ,, ™~ %
are always looking for more girls to join us. »_‘; b -

Our Explorers entered a Divisional Competition recently and won, and our "44¢,1o"°

Juniors also entered and came in second. We were delighted with all the girls

who took part and they enjoyed joining in and meeting new girls from other companies.
The girls take part in a variety of different activities each week including games, crafts,

singing, competition work and badgework also.

We had two ladies from Guide Dogs visit us and the girls learnt a lot about the work the Charity does.
We are having a Sponsored Step with the monies going to the Guide Dogs and this is part of the Juniors
Badgework this session.

Our Dedication Service took place on 29th October and we attended the Remembrance Service on 12th
November.

We are also going to Inverurie Town Hall for our Annual Panto Visit which this year is Rapunzel and
Leaders and girls are looking forward to this.

Any questions please do not hesitate to contact myself: Fiona Cumming (Captain) on 07792 471199 or
email fionacumming26@icloud.com.

40



B. MACKLAND BUILDERS
BUILDING, JOINERY, ROOFING & EXTENSIONS

16 Snipe Street, Ellon,
Aberdeen & Aberdeenshire’s Aberdeenshire, AB41 9FW

Number 1 Family Blind Company Telephone: 01358 268743

Email: brianmackland@gmail.com
~We are a local family business based in|

Cove with 18 years Website: www.b-mackland.co.uk

experience, measuring,

e s G Building Renovations - Roof Repairs

GUSLVE IR CEComECHHEIPUESS Carpentry & Joinery - Home Extensions

We promise to beat any like for likel
quote. Loft Extensions - Repointing - Driveways

call 01224 891177 Over 30 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Domestic & Commercial Work
Undertaken

All Work Guaranteed

WESTHILL CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Are you affected by
Back, Neck or Joint Pain?

Matthew Barks | Award Winning Chiropractor
(MChiro, MSc Pain Management)

Managing complaints including:

¢ Joint pains

e Sciatica

¢ Generalised aches and pains

¢ Mechanical neck pain

¢ General, acute and chronic backache

Phone: (01224) 740885
Website: www.westhillchiroclinic.co.uk
Email: info@westhillchiroclinic.co.uk

Located at Westhill Shopping Centre
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Growing and protecting your dreams

Time is precious; we want to spend as much of it doing the things that make us happy. So keeping on
top of our finances and managing our wealth — a task that can be both time-consuming and complex
- can often fall way down our list of priorities.

We offer a friendly and approachable service, backed by the strength and security of FTSE 100 company,
St. James's Place Wealth Management; and being local means we're here to help whenever you need us.

We pride ourselves on building trusted, long-term relationships, placing clients at the heart of everything
we do. Each is unique and deserves the quality of service and advice that reflects their individual
circumstances and personal aspirations.

MARK MCCUE wma (Hons)

Chartered FCSI

Director

MCCUE WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD

Partner Practice of St. James's Place Wealth Management

01224 745200 | 07596 196084

mark.mccue@sjpp.co.uk %
www.mccuewealthmanagement.co.uk ot

ST. JAMES’S PLACE
linll §| WEALTH MANAGEMENT

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group's wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group's website
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The 'St. James's Place Partnership' and the titles 'Partner' and 'Partner Practice' are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives.

SJP11489d V2 (09/20)
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thinking of selling ?

market with us before 29th February 2024 and we will waive
your marketing fee!

FREE MARKETING FEE VOUCHER

Book in your FREE pre-sale valuation and upon presentation of this voucher you
will receive a 100% discount on your marketing fee
Property must be marketed between 1st December 2023 and 29th February 2024
Offer open to new and existing clients

why buy and sell with storie cruden and simpson?
personal and professional service
local property shop and legal office
prominent location in westhill shopping centre
longest established property agent in westhill
FREE pre sale valuation and market advice
FREE initial purchase advice and competitive quotes
24/7 window and large screen advertising
professional photographs and video tours
ASPC, website and social media advertising

Plus wills, powers of attorney and estates

01224 740718 - westhill@storiecs.co.uk

-
i

Law Society - )
"¢/ ears in
9% of Scotland @ b

and Simpson aspc
Solicitors - Estate Agents - Notaries Storiecs-co-Uk
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Ace of Trades

GARRY TRIMMER
WESTHILL
MOB: 07825 323939
garrytrimmer@yahoo.co.uk

Builder with over 30 years experience
Reliable service, quality guaranteed

I
HEEE ¢ Tiling
[ ]
=l 4 Decorating and wallpapering
ﬁ ¢ Joinery
4 All types of house and

garden maintenance

4

No job too small.
Free estimates

&SC @]

MAIL - VOYTEKPP@GMAIL.COM

James Wilson PC Repair
Tel: 07765 846748

PC, Mac, tablet & smart phones
Install, servi& repair & upgrade

Virus removal security advice
mai, netwgfk{g\;iﬁ

Data recov ackup
\Iuition(& buying advice
L

Internet,

TEL - 07845774841

HIGH END EXTERIOR, INTERIOR PAINTING AND PLASTERING
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Amazing Trishaws coming to Westhill...

Ready to Change Lives!

Cycling Without Age Scotland (CWAS) is an ®
intergenerational project that helps people CYCLING

who are isolated or have mobility issues to WlTHDUT AGE ‘..,

get outdoors. Without volunteers of all ages,

aptitudes, abilities, skills and interests, CWAS SCDTLAND @

simply could not deliver this unique, free

experience. WESTH I LL

Our volunteers transform lives and combat loneliness and isolation by enabling people to enjoy the
benefits of the outdoor environment through trips on our pioneering ebike Trishaws.

But there’s more than that: the rides provide social interaction, enable new friendships, improve
health and wellbeing and integrate communities. Every volunteer plays a vital role. When it comes to
the rides themselves, not only do the passengers benefit, so too do the volunteer Trishaw Pilots, our
riders. They do so, not just by being outdoors enjoying some of the most beautiful scenery that the
UK has to offer and improving and/or maintaining their fitness, but also by playing a key role in this
outstanding and heart-warming social and community experience.

The concept is simple, but the benefits are profound. CWAS is founded on the following five guiding
principles: Generosity; Slowness; Storytelling; Relationships; and “Without Age”.

Generosity permeates every single activity in Cycling Without Age Scotland. Slowness — the
gentle pace at which we ride — allows meaningful chat between passenger/s and pilot, the chance
to enjoy properly beautiful scenery and to interact fully with passers-by. We are privileged to listen
to the Storytelling of our passenger/s and then, with permission of course, share them with the
worldwide Cycling Without Age family — and we share our own stories too! We create a multitude of
new Relationships across all generations and all sections of society and watch them flourish and
grow. “Without Age” underpins everything we do, as age presents no boundaries in Cycling Without
Age Scotland. We engage with and bring together all age groups and, by providing stimulating new
experiences and friendships, we help people themselves to age in a positive context.

CWAS’ activity throughout Scotland is carried out by “Chapters,” the way we refer to our branches.
Each Chapter represents a geographical area and its volunteers are recruited locally, so they really
do play an important role in their own community.

Very excitingly, we have now established
a Westhill Chapter, have taken delivery of
our first Trishaw and are now recruiting
volunteers to act as Trishaw “Pilots.” If
you enjoy helping people and like being
outdoors in your local community, then
why don’t you consider becoming a
volunteer pilot for the brand new Westhill
Chapter of Cycling Without Age Scotland?

Your commitment could be as little as a few
hours per month to suit your schedule or more
if you like; full training will be given to anyone
who’s interested. Please contact us by email
at westhill-cwas@outlook.com.

If you are part of a group which looks after people with mobility issues or an individual who
cares and wants more information, please do contact us.
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Christmas Trees For Sale

We all love the smell of a fresh Christmas tree in the run up to the big day;

well Westhill & District Round Table will be selling beautiful Nordmann
Fir Christmas Trees at Westhill Shopping Centre on Saturday 2nd
December, 12.30pm to 5pm.

The trees will cost only £55 each! Delivery available for £5 in Westhill
and Elrick area.

Each Nordmann fir tree began as a 3 year old Danish sapling which was planted just south of
Methlick, Aberdeenshire in 2020.

Coming in at just over 6ft tall, it's perfect for your living room, bedroom, bathroom, hallway, garage,
dining room or garden shed, wherever you want to put it!

They are perfect to re-plant in your garden after Xmas is all said and done, they make perfect
homes for the good bugs and insects in your garden, and can help with your flowers come spring
time!

So allin all for £55, it's a deal, it's a steal and every penny goes towards helping local groups and
charities in Westhill and the surrounding areas!

We will be situated next to Greggs, with a limited stock!

APPEAL FOR
CLOTHING DONATIONS

A huge thank you to everyone mEns

across our community who has WINTERICOATS
helped provide essential clothing 4

to the asylum seekers. We really mmg;::n%g:"es &

appreciate your generosity.
WENEEDYOUR

As the weather changes, many of the DONATIONS
men need more substantial clothing.
We are desperately looking for warm

winter coats (Size S/M), waterproof
gloves and more underwear.

For the Asylum Seekers

Donations can be dropped off at Trinity Church,
Westhill Drive (Mon/Wed/Fri 9-12pm) or
at Westhill Community Church (when Green Pastures is open).
Please get in contact with Rev Stella on
if you want to arrange a separate drop-off time.

If you would like to give financially, you will find details at
. With your help so far, we have been able to purchase trainers
for the men and underwear, all of which have been gratefully received.

46



57.0167° N, 2.9000° W

glentanarbrasserie.co.uk

(Glentanar

Brasserie & Bar

Timeless dishes reimagined through a modern Scottish lens
Open Monday-Sunday, 12pm - 11pm

C LB

ITALIAN

)

Bperience fhe rich flavours

of Tlady in o faumidy—griendly %ﬁ%&
o

environmen( &

AV
OPEN THURS-SAT, 5PM-10PM

A o 4 \

# Holiday Inn - Aberdeen West
- Westhill Drive, Westhill, Aberdeen, AB32 6TT, T. 01224 270300
Ho/idqy Inn www. hiaberdeenwest.co.uk/eat
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Abercrombie
Smile Design

Abercrombie
Dental Practice

Abercrombie operate two dental practices in Westhill with a great reputation for preventative and
cosmetic dentistry treatments and aesthetic treatments such as Botox and fillers.

Principal dentist and clinic owner Dr. Naga Narra commented: ‘At Abercrombie, we’re all about
combining the latest technology and advanced techniques with excellent patient care.
As well as a full range of preventative and restorative dental treatments, such as dental implants,
white fillings, crowns and flexi-dentures, we also offer cosmetic options like tooth whitening,
veneers and Invisalign.

‘We offer Cone Beam CT scans and OPG X-rays and our iTero system means we can offer 3D scans for
dentures, crowns, bridges and orthodontic treatment rather than taking impressions.
We also have our own dental technician and lab on site, providing a fast turnaround on
private dentures and denture repairs. We even offer dental plans and patient finance and
are currently accepting new private and NHS patients.

Dr. Narra continued: ‘We know that some people feel a bit nervous about coming back to a dentist
and may not have been for a couple of years given the pandemic. We are lucky to have a great and
friendly team of receptionist and nurses, therefore we can offer as much support as possible.

At our Smile clinic, we offer intravenous sedation on a private basis, which many patients find helpful,
particularly when getting implants, multiple restorations or during an extraction.

Nobel LA TR T

Biocare” 5\ mVISQIIgn ’
Abercrombie Dental Practice Abercrombie Smile Design
10 Abercrombie Court Unit 2/3 Ashdale Drive
Prospect Road, Westhill Westhill
Aberdeenshire AB32 6FE Aberdeenshire AB32 6LP
01224 745447 01224 742513
www.abercrombie-dental.com abercrombie-smile@outlook.com

Opening hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am—5.30pm
Tuesday 9am—7pm | Friday 9am—4.30pm
Saturday 9am—5.30pm (private appointments only)
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TAR BATHROOMS

To book an appointment call Mark on 07915 055309

sales@starbathrooms.com  www.starbathroomsaberdeen.com €3 [
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HEATING

.COM

Treat your boiler to a service this summer

Call now to book a service 12

Year

with your local Worcester
Accredited Partners.

01224 641164

*Terms & Conditions apply

¢ Boiler installations o Safety inspections ¢ Renewable energy products
* Boiler repairs ¢ General plumbing e Solar heating

¢ Boiler replacements e Landlord safety cetfificates e Stove installation

* Boiler servicing e Power flushing ¢ Unvented hot water cylinders
e Central heating * Pump repairs e Underfloor heating

T 01224 641164 E: info@onlyheating.com
Avorcesrer
o O A:doscn *é;'?'* & (;ngvs gle

Reviews

Onlyheating.com Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Fil ial Conduct Authority in relation to credit brokering
Reg no.774682 Credit is provided by N P | Fi , a trading style of Mitsubishi HC Capital UK PLC
authorised and regulated by Fi ial Conduct Authority. 3 Keirhill A Westhill Aberd hire AB32 6AY Scotland
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Westhill Tennis Club

The tennis is less frequent at Denman Park at this time of year, however the committee is busy planning
for next year.

We are due to hold our AGM mid-November before the Bulletin goes to press. We are currently operating
with a small committee so we are looking for additional volunteers to get involved. The roles don't require
much time but are vital in allowing the club to continue operating. Please get in touch if you are interested.

Throughout the year, it has been brilliant to see the courts being utilised by members and the junior
coaching programmes. We also held a successful club championships towards the end of the season
and congratulations to all the winners.

Throughout the winter, our social tennis sessions for adults continue when the weather allows on Mondays
from 7pm and Saturdays from 2pm.

Our half-year rates (until 31 March 2024) are:
Adult — £40, Family — £80, Couple — £70, Student — £20, Junior — £15, Child — £8
Packages can be found at: https:/clubspark.lta.org.uk/WesthillLawn TennisClub/Membership/Join

Benefits of membership include:

* Free court time for members with online booking sheet

+ Social tennis sessions for adults on Mondays from 7pm and Saturdays from 2pm

» Coaching opportunities for all members and organised coaching
sessions for minis and juniors from a qualified coach

» Entry to the Wimbledon Ticket Ballot

» Social events throughout the season

Email: westhilltennisclub@outlook.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/westhilltennisclub

Website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/WesthillLawnTennisClub
Coaching: Vikki Paterson vikkipaterson@hotmail.com

Enjoy your tennis!

Westhill and District Gardening Club

The Westhill and District Gardening Club meet on the third Wednesday each month in the lounge at
Trinity Church, Westhill at 7.30pm from September until May. In June and July, we have garden visits and
no club in August.

We are always looking for new members to join us and find out about garden and nature related activities
going on around the local area and the wider world.

We held the Inter-club gardening competition on 25th October. With 2 teams, Westhill and Dyce, it was a
very tense evening with Dyce winning the competition by 3 points. Well done to Dyce.

On 15th November we welcomed Eric Jensen who gave a talk about Alpines of Austria Tyrol. The evening
also included the members’ photography competition which was judged by Eric.

13th December sees the annual floral arrangement demonstration by Ann Westwood, fantastic evening
enjoyed by all.

17th January 2024 is our AGM.

If you would like any information on the gardening club, please contact:
Press Officer — Pamela Mitchell at mither0O4@outlook.com or
Secretary — Janice Kennedy at westhillgardenclub@gmail.com.
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1st SKENE COMPANY THE BOYS’ BRIGADE

We are now well into our BB year with all sections having healthy numbers and lots of
fun, though new members are still welcome. In October the Boys’ Brigade celebrated
our 140th Anniversary. As part of the celebrations a baton, containing a message from
the King has been travelling around the BB companies in the North Scottish Area. 1st
Skene cycled with the baton from Westhill to the Bennachie centre, before climbing
Bennachie and handing the baton to the 1st Inverurie company at the summit. We also had a coffee
morning where we shared memories and photographs of the 1st Skene company in particular and BBs
in general with present and former members.

As we move towards the festive season, 1st Skene BBs will once again be offering our Christmas card
delivery service around Westhill and Kirkton of Skene. Collection boxes will be in Trinity Church and
Skene Kirk. This represents a significant saving over the ever increasing cost of stamps.

Niall MacBeath, Company Captain
Contact: niall. nacbeath@btinternet.com or via our Facebook page: 1st Skene-Westhill Boys’ Brigade

We started our 2023/2024 session in August taking advantage
of the light evenings with location shoots at Fittie, Stonehaven
and Union Terrace Gardens. A very loose brief was given to
provide guidance and direction. At the end of the month, we
held an informal show-and-tell to discuss the images taken.
It's always fun to see the different approaches.

‘ In September Martin Bennie, a recently published Deeside

WESTHILL based photographer, came to the club and gave a well

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB received, informative and inspirational talk. Martin also shared
some of his favourite local locations and some further afield.

The highlight of October was a trip to the Huntly
Falconry Centre where the focus was bird
photography, specifically birds in flight. The Peregrine
Falcon, the fastest animal ever recorded, certainly
challenged our photographic skills! We were lucky
with the weather that day but Storm Babet did disrupt
some of the activities later in the month.

Now that the dark nights are upon us and the
weather has turned colder, we will hold the
November meetings indoors, at the Milne Hall,
focusing solely on portraits. Well known Westhill
based photographer Carol Leith will join us to give
help and advice.

One final outdoor meeting of the year will be a trip
to Aberdeen to photograph the Christmas lights. A
Christmas night out is also planned.

We've been pleased with the number of enquires
we've had from potential new members this season
and look forward to welcoming more. If this sounds
like something you would like to try please email
. We meet at the Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene on a Thursday
night from 7-9pm.
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CUMMING FIRE & SECURITY LTD

Tel: 01467 642346 P
Email: cfs.ltd@dial.pipex.com

FREE ADVICE & QUOTATIONS
EVENING SURVEYS AVAILABLE

¢ Intruder Alarm Systems - wired or wireless * Portable Appliance Testing
¢ Fire Alarm Systems - wired or wireless e CCTV & Door Entry Systems
* Fire Extinguishers & Blankets * EICR Testing

¢ Electrical Work - all types * Covid-19 Compliance

* Smoke & Heat Alarms (New Regulations)

CUMMING For Peace of Mind at Work or Home CUMMING

FIRE AND SECURITY

FIRE AND SECURITY

01467 643917 - Call Us Now 01467 643917

HOMEOWNERS - IMPORTANT NOTICE

In February 2019 the Legislation relating to smoke detection in your home changed.
All domestic properties in Westhill could be affected.

You need to have the following:

* One smoke alarm installed in the room most frequently used for general daytime
living purposes.

e One smoke alarm in every circulation space on each storey, such as hallway and
landing.

¢ One heat alarm installed in every kitchen.
e All fire alarms are to be ceiling mounted and must be interlinked.

e Carbon monoxide detectors are to be fitted where there are carbon fuelled
appliances (such as boilers, fires, open fires, heaters, stoves or a flue).

The Regulations came into effect in February 2022.
For a free survey and quotation, please contact:

Cumming Fire & Security Ltd
01467 643917 or email cfs.ltd@dial.pipex.com

For Peace of Mind in your Home — contact us now
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FREE Membership, FREE Uniform, FREE Classes™, FREE Gradings™
£0W /)77%
(e
Frush your Yy
fitness goals

while learning
how to protect

yourself cowiies KWANG DO

kids

Classes are held at the Ashdale Hall on Tuesday 18:15 — 19:15 and Thursday 18:00 — 19:00

hello@westhillckd.org www.westhillckd.org facebook.com/westhillckd

griond™

"1 All classes are free until after your first grading, then £15pm. "2 First six gradings are free.

Looking for a reliable MAGNUS

Accountant? ‘lI" ACCOUNTING
Services Offered }* -
) R,
Year-end Accounts & Business Tax Bookkeeping -
Self Assessment Tax Returns Payroll & CIS
VAT Returns Cashflow Management

Who do we help?

Small & Medium Businesses Self Employed
Startups Property Landlords
Contractors Freelancers

Please contact or get in touch
Office 2, Westhill Business Centre, Arnhall Business Park, Westhill AB32 6UF
+44 (0) 7521 600 065 | +44 (0) 1224 745 920
info@magnusaccounting.co.uk | magnusaccounting.co.uk
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WESTHILL

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

DESIGN
SUPPLY
INSTALL

To book an appointment call David on 07717 734933

Visit our showroom at T 01224 905050
Unit 1, Westhill Service Station E sales@westhillkitchensandbathrooms.co.uk
Elrick, Aberdeenshire AB32 6T]  wwwwesthillkitchensandbathrooms.co.uk
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www.midmartimbercenire.co.uk

MIDMAR

TIMBER CENTRE

Smiddy Croft, Comers Road, Midmar, AB51 7PS

TIMBER PRODUCTS
& BUILDING TI/\/‘\BER

FENCING & POSTCRETE
* GARDEN BARK
e SHEET MATERIALS
DECKING
CHIPBOARD FLOORING
PLYWOOD
PLASTERBOARD
WEATHERBOARDING
INSULATION -
PALLETS, CRATES & BOXES §&
* ROOFING FELT ‘

GARDEN SHEDS, SHELTERS, MOBILE FIELD SHELTERS

* Timber cut to size * Competitive prices * Delivery available ©

e

mfo@mldmarhmbercentre co.uk HE

Tel/Fax: 01330 5533581




Community Action Plan
CAP for Kirkton of Skene

UPDATE

A ‘Stakeholder meeting’ has been held, as part of Aberdeenshire Council’s formal
process for recognising a Community Action Plan (CAP). This involved members of
our CAP steering group meeting with representatives of Aberdeenshire Council and
Dunecht Estate.

Aberdeenshire Council has agreed to support each of the priority issues which had been
identified through the residents’ questionnaire:

Traffic and road safety

The Council’s Road Safety Unit will undertake site assessments to identify hazards and
consider what measures can be taken to mitigate risks.

The appearance of our public spaces

In due course, we will need to establish a residents’ group to develop plans for
improvement, especially of the car park. To support this, the Council will provide advice
and assistance for planting, sustainability, waste management and Christmas lights.
The Council’'s EV Charging Points Project will consider the level of need for points in
our village.

Playground facilities

Government funding may be available for Playpark equipment suitable for children under
14 years of age. The Council’s Principal Office for the Environment and Sustainability
will work with Skene School to develop a plan for improvements. We would need to seek
other funding for any exercise equipment for older children and adults.

Paths in the countryside surrounding the village

The Council’s Environment Planner department will support us to establish a Community
Paths Group. There may be some funding available for path development. Dunecht
Estate would like to work with our community in developing paths.

Keeping in touch

A formal Community Action Plan document will be written up with Council support and
circulated to all residents. Updates on the CAP process will continue to be provided in
the Westhill Bulletin and on noticeboards beside the Milne Hall and Bothy 57. These will
include opportunities for the community to get involved in the issues described above.

Meanwhile, if you have any questions/comments, or would like to get involved, please
e-mail us on KirktonOfSkene CAP@gmail.com.

Kirkton of Skene CAP Steering Group
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A Business Association for Westhill?
Are you operating a business in Westhill? Would a Business Association be helpful to you?

Westhill & Elrick Community Council would like to find out if a Business Association, representing the interests
of locally-based companies, is an organisation that Westhill businesses would welcome.

In general, associations give members opportunities to network, share resources, research opportunities, lobby
local authorities and raise the profile of the area with all kinds of initiatives. Inverurie and Stonehaven Business
Associations are good examples of this.

So far, | have met and spoken to the local (and very friendly!) BNI members who were all in favour.

If this is a group you would like to see set up in Westhill, please send a brief email to me. Your views would really
be appreciated.

Thanks!
Elaine Manley, Westhill & Elrick Community Councillor | elaine@elainemanley.co.uk

Denman Ponds Nature Restoration Project — Update

Following pollution incidents within the Denman Park ponds earlier this year, Aberdeenshire Council has
secured monies from the Scottish Government Nature Restoration Fund for a project to treat the surface
water entering the ponds and to bring the three ponds back to health. The invitation to tender has gone
out with a return date of 13th November.

Unfortunately, all three ponds now require the removal of contaminated silt which will involve the cutting
back of the trees and shrubs along the banks of the ponds to gain access to the ponds. The original
proposal was to create one water treatment wetland pond, however the project now allows for the
establishment of three water treatment wetland ponds using a range of Scottish wetlands plants.

Alder, Willow and Hazel trees will be planted to replace trees removed during the works, however, in
order to assist in the monitoring of the ponds water quality, the majority of the ponds banks will be given
over to the establishment of wild flower grasslands which, along with the flowering wetland plants, will
help support insect pollinators. This wild flower and tree planting would also help support the Arhall
Moss Discovery Trail and provide opportunities for the Westhill school pupils to assist with some of the
planting works.

All being well the project works will take place in January to March 2024.
The Denman Park ponds receive their water from the road drains in those areas of the town from Morven
Crescent near the golf course in the north, Westhill Drive in the east, to Westwood Grove in the west.

If you live in the middle section of Westhill then you can help improve the ponds water quality by checking
that your roof and garage rainwater drains are not connected to any washing machines, toilet or kitchen
outfall pipes. Likewise people doing external painting, waterproofing or cleaning works must not pour the
leftovers or the water used to clean the brushes and rollers into the kerbside road drains as this will flow
into the ponds.

In the meantime, Scottish Water is continuing to investigate the surface water drainage system to identify
any current sources of pollution arising from wrong connections, inappropriate fluids poured down a road
side rain water drain and are taking actions to prevent these problems.

If you do see and smell pollution in the water at the Denman Ponds please can you phone the following
care lines.

The Scottish Water helpline is 0800 0778778.

The pollution hotline number for SEPA is 0800 807060 and the SEPA online reporting platform is www2.
sepa.org.uk/EnvironmentalEvents.

For more information about Arnhall Moss contact Steven Gray, Environment Planner (Projects),
Aberdeenshire Council, Gordon House, Inverurie, AB51 3WA, Tel: 01467 538510 email: steven.gray@
aberdeenshire.gov.uk.
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KIRKWOOD
HOMES

New luxury homes in
Aberdeen city and shire

Discover your dream 3, 4, 5 or 6 bedroom home at one
of our popular developments...

THE BRAMBLES STRABATHIE VILLAGE INCHMARLO
SAUCHEN BLACKDOG BANCHORY

COUNTESSWELLS URY ESTATE CASTLE ROAD
ABERDEEN STONEHAVEN ALFORD

Browse our available 3, 4, 5 or 6 bedroom luxury Scan now

homes in Aberdeen city or shire on our website: to find your
kirkwoodhomes.co.uk/developments luxury home
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YOUR LIFE,
YOUR DREAMS,
YOUR FINANCES

Take the time to prepare
your financial future.

.

SECURE YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE
WITH PROFESSIONALS YOU CAN TRUST.

3 Abercrombie Court, Westhill AB32 6FE
Tel: 01224 747889
www.forbeslawson.co.uk

Forbes Lawson is a trading name of Fairstone Financial Management Ltd. Fairstone Financial Management Ltd.. is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority- FRN: 475973. Registered Office: 1 The Bulrushes, Woodstock Way. Boldon Business Park, Tyne and Wear NE35 gPF.
Registered in England and Wales no: 05574120. Part of the Fairstone Group.
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Jamesmilne

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 8

Think accounting, think local, think James Milne
Trusted local Accountants for over 130 years.

ACCOUNTS | BUSINESS & PERSONAL TAX | BOOKKEEPING | PAYROLL | VAT COMPLIANCE

EEER

HEEE
5 Bon Accord Square, Aberdeen AB11 6XZ EEE
5 High Sreet, Inverurie AB51 3QA H -
Rosewood, Raemoir Road, Banchory AB31 4ET Jamesmllne
E mail@jamesmilne.co.uk W jamesmilne.co.uk CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Westhill Taxis

=] RAIL TRANSFERS

4~ AIRPORT TRANSFERS

== CORPORATE ACCOUNTS

[0 LOCAL / LONG DISTANCE

fixed price fares ) EXECUTIVE HIRE / CHAUFFEUR DRIVE

call today for a quote
(4 to 8 Seat vehicles available)

[] []
e 01224 444 444
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Hugh Will Property Maintenance

All types of building work and property maintenance undertaken including extensions, garages,
wood burning stove and fire place installation, pointing, harling, slating, repairs, ground work, etc.

If you would like a free estimate so you can get your building project started
then please don’t hesitate fo get in fouch with Hugh.

Call: 07791 804278 or 01224 733423 « Email: h.will251@btinternet.com

“Very happy with the job that Hugh has done for us. We now have a lovely patio and
beautiful dry-stone wall. All the work was completed to an excellent standard, with no mess or hassle.
I would certainly recommend Hugh fo potential future clients.”

David H, Peterculter

SOOYANG DO MARTIAL ART IES
DEFENGE CLASS

= NEGHT

LADIES SELF DEFENGE GLASS MEW CLASS

SCHEDULE
MONDAY - MILME HALL (KIRKTOMN OF SKEMNE]
JUHIORS & ADULTS

TUESDAY - KEMMAY VILLAGE HALL
FAMILY & &ADULTS CLASS

WEDNESDAY - MILME HALL - JUNIOR & &DUILTS

THURSDAY - INVERURIE SPORTS COMPLEX
FAMILY CLASS

FRIDAY - DUMECHT VILLACGE HALL m
FAMILY & LADIES SELF DEFENCE i

S0 BAVE BREMHER

EMAIL- DM AU T L IL.COM
FR - SO0 MG DD - INVERURIE T ERMA EETHILL/EHENETILINECHT
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Compass Directions

Local medical charity, Camphill Wellbeing Trust (CWT), launched
Compass in September 2020 to transform the former Waldorf School
site on Craigton Road into a centre demonstrating practical solutions
for healthy and sustainable lifestyles. Thanks to the support of our local
community and over 7530 hours donated by 770 volunteers, our
project continues to grow.

Drivers Wanted!

Thanks to the arrival of our new e-vehicle funded
by the Scottish Government’s Just Transition
Participatory Budget, we are now able to offer
transport to Compass for our volunteers or
Skills for Health [social prescribing] participants
who do not have their own car / bicycle and who
are unable to use public transport. The vehicle
is also used to deliver weekly produce to Torry
Medical Practice for residents of the local
area to pick up and enjoy freshly harvested,
organically grown produce.

We are now looking for volunteer drivers who would be interested in lending a few hours a
week to support this aspect of the project. Drivers must be happy to interact with a range of
people, confident in driving an 8-seater e-vehicle and be reliable. A clean UK driving licence
and PVG check is also required. Get in touch today if you would like to help us to help others
by providing free transport to the activities we offer!

Organic Produce:

Over the summer we’ve harvested 550kg of our organically-grown fruit and vegetables and
made these available to the local community and to patients of Torry Medical Practice. We
still have some of our harvest available. Contact us at garden@cwt.scot to find out more or
visit our Produce Pop-Ups: every Thur 2pm—4pm, Fri 10am-1pm and 1st Saturday of
the month, 10am—4pm. You can also find a selection of goods at Murtle Estate outside the
Camphill Medical Practice between Monday—Friday, 9am—-5pm.

Firewood for Sale!

We also have firewood available! Sold in bags (£10.50 each) or per m3 (£105), the firewood
has been harvested and seasoned from the Compass site as part of our tree management
plan keeping local resources available to the local community!

Join us!
If you'd like to learn more about Compass, discover ways to live sustainably and help support
a local project, come along to one of our volunteering sessions:

& Weekdays: Wednesday (1.30pm—4pm) or Thursday (9.30am-12noon)
o Saturdays: volunteer days take place on the first Saturday of every month
(9.30am—-4pm).

www.compassaberdeen.org.uk or email: compass@cwt.scot
https://localgiving.org/charity/CWT/project/CWTCompass/
Facebook @CWTCompass

About Camphill Wellbeing Trust: CWT is a medical charity providing an extended and
integrative approach to health and wellbeing. It aims to address illness, build resilience and
maintain wellbeing.

.

J
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WESTHILL AND DISTRICT
MEN’S SHED

make friends, share interests and help our community

Woodwork

The wood shop has continued to produce excellent work — the variety is amazing. We were
commissioned to make a bench out of a redundant wooden bed frame. It looked magnificent,
a real gem, from the wood working department.

The Shed carried out repairs on eight bird tables for Roxburghe House. These were refurbished
using up-cycled wooden pallets to match the original construction. Very positive feedback and
thanks were received from Roxburghe House.

Engineering

We are well known in the community and are getting
a lot of mowers and strimmers donated to us. Now to
make them work again!

Bridge, Clocks and Music Group

Bridge is played on a Friday morning, there have to
be multiples of 4 and there are usually 12 playing.
They are recruiting people who already play bridge,
drop in to talk to them.

Clock repair ranges from Grandfather to wrist
watches and you can get a new battery fitted to a
watch. Just bring them in.

The music group meets every Wednesday at 5pm.
Come and join them — they can teach guitar from
scratch.

Opening Times
Monday 10am-4pm, Wednesday 2pm-8pm and
Friday 10am-4pm.

Why not come along to the Shed and consider joining us.

SheShed: ladies only, is on a Monday evening from 6pm to 8.30pm.

contact@westhillmensshed.co.uk [ Tel 01224 917345 during opening times
www.westhillmensshed.co.uk [ Registered charity SCIO number SC042663

\
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BEFORE

Do you know what's Dirty patio
lurking in your gutters? or driveway? @

We'll transform it for you, using
our specialist pressure washer
equipment. Go from green, to
pristine, without the mess and
hassle of doing it yourself.

no obligation quote

An “In gutter” Exceptional rest Gain easy access over
inspection can be on even the toughest obstacles, such as
carried out, before, challenges, thanks to conservatories and
during and after our skyVac® specialist garages, by using our

a service - for the gutter vacuum range. high reach vacuum

confidence of a job system - all from the AI I an ow‘e@s ky com

‘well done. safety of the ground.

.rkyUoc‘ PROBABLY THE BEST GUTTER VAC IN THE WORLD® o ’ 399 432348

.
i B ° -—

Property Soluti B i i
roperty Solutions <&~ M Q{Sg Fire & Security
Property Maintenance Security, CCTV and fire systems
Painting & decorating, furniture assembly Over 25 years experience

Carpentry and joinery, Plumbing and electrical )
Residential, commercial or trade
New - Surveying for residential and rentals:

Energy Performance Certificates Competitive prices
Legionella Assessment
Fire Safety Risk Assessment Peace of mind starts here

Electrical Installation Condition Report
Landlord Gas Safety Testing

call Jererny on 07706 096 079

Westhill: 0845 388 enquiries. '-@gmail.com
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™ @

Fyfe Moir &

Associates Like US

Accountants & Tax Advisers

Helping you to grow
your business

v Tax Compliance

v Tax Planning

v Management Accounts
v"HMRC Advice

v’ Contractor Companies

DOWNLOAD OUR
FREE APP

2 Download on the

¢ App Store

CALL NOW on 01224 208729

or info@fyfemoirassociates.com
www.fyfemoirassociates.com
First Floor, 5 Abercrombie Court, Arnhall Business Park, Prospect Road, WESTHILL, AB32 6FE
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Acumen
Financial Planning

We help clients achieve their full
financial promise, whatever the future
may hold.

Savings & Investments

Tax Planning

Pensions & Retirement Planning
Estate Planning

4 Kingshill Park, Venture Drive
Arnhall Business Park

Westhill, AB32 6FL
Tel: 01224 432 227

info@acumenfp.com
Acumen Financial Planning Limited is authorised & regulated by the N
Financial Conduct Authority. FCA number 218745 Tax planning and CISI FINANCIAL

% PLANNING FIRM

tax advice is not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Chartered
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i-PROTECH: i-PR@TECH:

GREEN ENERGY * ELECTRICAL * FIRE + SECURITY GREEN ENERGY
ALL ELECTRICAL - m
DOMESTIC & _
. COMMERCIAL E
INTRUDER ALARMS

&CCTV g
FIRE ALARMS " SOLARPA STALLATION
PATIVYINGE~ . SOLAR POWER STORAGE

BATTERY STORAGE

EV CHARGE POINT
INSTALLATIONS

GlEV S
Ut
m Installer P o i S e

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
T 01224 518418 M 07708 444040 E info@i-protech.co.uk www.i-protech.co.uk

Gutters! o

7 SLATING

[/ ROOF CLEANING §
[/ MOSS REMOVAL
4 GUTTERING

Services
Teme. M poINTING

COMPLETE MOSS

REMOVAL [/ PVC CLADDING

ESTABLISHED AND TRUSTED IN ABERDEEN FOR OVER 30 YEARS

CALL 07399 432348

Aberdeen Slating Services Flat Roof Cladding Company
1 CAIRNVIEW CRESCENT, ABERDEEN, AB16 5DR. E: allan.gowie@sky.com
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We have been having a very busy time at Westhill Golf Club. Usually, you

would expect that at the end of the season things would be slowing down but

that doesn’t seem to be the case this year. Yes, the main competitions are all

over and we are looking forward to our Prize Giving in November, but play

keeps on going for the hardy souls that brave the weather. The rest of us

fair weather golfers will just enjoy the social events instead! There is plenty
going on to keep us entertained over the winter.

If you have played the course recently, or even walked through on the Orbital Trail, you will
have seen the progress being made on our new 4th green. Our greenkeepers along with (I
am assured) willing volunteers have, with the assistance of a great team from Nicol of Skene,
completely rebuilt the green. If the weather is in any way kind to us, we will be able to start
playing on it next season and | am very much looking forward to seeing how it plays. The new
two level green looks quite challenging and will help to improve our course even more.

It has been a busy year for the Juniors too and on Sunday 3rd December, we will be holding
our junior prize-giving. As well as our prize winners we would like to thank all the parents
and grandparents who have marked the scorecards and encouraged all the junior golfers. In
preparation for next year we are looking for 1 or 2 new volunteers — if you think you might enjoy
giving back to this great game, please contact: .

That'’s just a quick summary of some of the happenings around the Club, so thank you to all of
our golfing and social members for your involvement, enthusiasm and support through the year
so far!

Karen Templeton, Club Captain

At Girlguiding, our aim is to have adventures and we’ve certainly

been doing that over the past few months. Earlier this year,
* some of our Guides & Rangers visited the World Association of

Girlguiding & Girl Scouts (WAGGS) in Adelboden, Switzerland.

They fell in love with the Swiss mountains, taking a cable car up a
I mountain and zip-lining down again.

Others travelled to Holland to take part in the World Jamboree

Girlguiding of Guides and Scouts. A whopping 80 girls from the Gordon

County took part in the camp — with opportunities to take part in

Westhill District challenges, outings to the local area, and evening parties.

Closer to home, we were delighted to celebrate 50 years of Scouting in Westhill with our friends
in Scouts. Temperatures may have been low but spirits were high during a weekend camp at
the end of September.

As we look to celebrating the festive season, we’'ll see units visit the Inverurie Panto (Oh yes
they arel); taking part in a national Girlguiding trip to see the new Disney release, Wish; and
enjoying a silent disco.

Of course, all this is not possible without our amazing team of volunteers and we’re incredibly
grateful to them for giving up some of their time to lead units. However, we have long waiting lists
and we’re looking for more volunteers to come and help. If you're interested in helping, please
get in touch with for an informal chat.




Westhill Paths Group November 2023 Update

Impact of Storm Babet

Within days of our contractor finishing the path construction work at Carnie Woods a few weeks early,
the region was hit by Storm Babet which deposited around 100mm/4" of water on us in the course of a
couple of days, giving rise to the heaviest amount of October rainfall recorded in the region in over 100
years.

For the most part, the new path surfaces at Broadshade/Golf Course and Carnie Woods held up well,
despite the prolonged deluge, and that’s due to the quality of construction, but the new entrance path
from Carnie Crescent is currently flooded at time of writing (3rd Nov). An alternative route is possible,
and flood waters will recede, but only if it stops raining! The contractor may revisit to construct a soak-
away, but that will only be possible when the ground is a lot drier.

A section of the new path surface at the Golf Course will also need to be repaired, but again, only when
there’s a suitable weather window.

Elsewhere on the Orbital Trail, the soak-away at the north east corner of the Lawsondale pitches has
flooded and presently covers the main path in and out of the woods. However, there is an alternative
route through the field immediately to the east.

If you come across any other erosion or flooding issues on the Orbital Trail that prevent access or are
particularly hazardous, please email me to let me know.

Active Projects

Carnie Woods Path Restoration and Upgrades

Although path construction was completed in September, signage, information panels and seating
are still outstanding, but, weather permitting, these finishing touches will be completed by the end of
November/early December.

On behalf of WECC, | would like to take this opportunity to thank our funders for their support in making
these improvements to the path network at Carnie Woods possible; the funders being Paths for All,
Aberdeen City Council (ACC) and Aberdeenshire Council, with special thanks to ACC officials for
providing procurement and project management support.

Boardwalk removal: it has been agreed with the Council’'s Countryside Officer that all 220m of boardwalk
remaining in the woods will be removed with the assistance of volunteers. A number of readers have
come forward to offer their help in this task, but we have decided to undertake a pilot project first, using
a small team and trying out a range of tools and methods to see which work best before we ask for more
assistance. If you would like to help and haven’t been in touch previously, please email me to let me
know.

Denman Park — extension of path network, bridging improvements and provision of additional
rest areas

Final specifications and tender documentation has been agreed by the project team, with the work due
to go to tender on Public Contracts Scotland imminently, in time for a contract to be awarded by the end
of the year. Work is due to start in the Spring soon after the work on Denman Ponds is completed (see
page 58), and would be expected to last for up to eight weeks.

Discussions are ongoing with the Council’s Landscape Services team to improve the presentation of
the planted areas in Denman Park, perhaps with volunteer support from the community. A meeting was
held in the park on 2nd November and the Community Council took an action to present proposals to
the Council that would cover joint working, including the scope and management of the voluntary effort.
If you have an interest in tree and shrub husbandry and would like to get involved in some way, please
contact me at prenticeg.wecc@gmail.com.

A Gordon Prentice [on behalf of the sub-group] | prenticeg.wecc@gmail.com
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SKENE MEDICAL GROUP - Patient Info

As you are no doubt aware there has been lots of changes within the practice over the last few
months. We have welcomed many new staff into our reception and administration team. Lots of
work goes on behind the scenes in the practice that is vital to your health care and our new members
of staff have picked up their roles, with all their different areas of complexity, really well, under the
careful and excellent leadership of our senior management team. There have also been lots of
new faces in the medical team and at a time of great pressure on GP services, and recruitment in
particular, we are delighted to be in a position where most of our gaps have been filled and we are
able to provide a comprehensive service.

On a sadder note for the practice, we are saying goodbye to Dr N'Dow who is going to retire after
many years of dedicated, caring and professional service. We wish her the very best for a long,
happy and healthy retirement.

It has come to our attention that some patients are requesting not to see some of our doctors based
on their ethnicity or colour of their skin. This is completely unacceptable, and we would like to be
clear that all our medical staff are highly trained and work hard to look after each patient they see.
Whilst patients can choose to see a specific doctor they have built up a rapport with, we will not
accept any requests or behaviour that could be regarded as discriminatory.

With the significant storms we have all experienced, it is clear that winter is on the way. Flu and
covid vaccination programmes are now run by the Health and Social Care Partnership, not the
practice, so please contact 01224 555333 if you have any questions about this. The practice will be
open as usual throughout the winter period, except for the official public holidays of Christmas and
New Year. As it approaches, we wish you all a happy and healthy festive season.

Winter’s on its way but we’re still running!

The dark nights are back and the temptation to stay at home,
tucked up on the sofa is strong. However, it's even more
important to keep moving when the weather turns colder so if
you’d like to run with a group of like-minded people who'll keep
you motivated through the winter months, come and join us at JogScotland Westhill. We meet at
the top car park of Westhill Academy at 6:30pm every Monday and Thursday and have groups
to cater for all levels of runner. Take a look at our Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/
Jjogscotlandwesthill or website https.://www.jogscotlandwesthill.org for more details.

We're a social running club so we've been taking part
in various activities in addition to our regular running

sessions. We recently took over all the volunteer slots at
parkrun events at both Crathes Castle and Hazlehead,
and in December you'll see us taking part in our annual
Santa Run. This involves running around the streets
of Westhill dressed in festive outfits, stopping off for a
few rounds of carol-singing, so look out for us at Tesco,
Costco and outside the Holiday Inn.

We'll be taking a break over the festive season but will be startmg afresh in early January and are
planning another Couch to 5K programme — perfect for anyone who wants to start running or who
hasn’t run for a while and needs to ease themselves back in gently. Keep your eye on Facebook
and the website for more information. We're always keen to welcome new members, so if you'd like
to join us, just get in touch.
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Like RC cars?

Love racing?

T —
Then come to...

GRSCC

Grampian Radio Car Club

o All ages and abilities o When: 10am-4pm
selected Sundays,

o Close, full day's racing
running October to March

o Club car available to try free

of charge o Where: Bettridge Centre,

Newtonhill, Aberdeenshire,
AB39 3UL

o Scan the QR code for more
info and calendar'

o Come and watch/chat or try
yourself, first race day free!

Get in touch: Facebook.com/
GrampianRCC

o grampianradiocarclub@outlook.com

racing
video
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INCHMARLO

*GOLF CENTRE*

$ TOPTRACER
—RANGE. |

Challenging 9 hole Queen’s Course,
floodlit driving range with Toptracer
Range technology & practice area.
Just 20 minutes from Westhill,
Inchmarlo Golf Centre is the ideal choice for
everyone from leisure to experienced
golfers, families or group outings.

www.inchmarlogolf.co.uk
01330 827080

ELECTRICIAN? %@j
“Always quick off the spark with our %

exceptionally good service, we are
SK Electrical”

“With over 20 years' experience within the electrical services industry SK Electrical was

born 2020 with a passion and desire to serve, repair and maintain the Northeast of
Scotland’s power and beyond.

We are skilled and proficient electricians with extensive experience.

Our services include:
- Outdoor and indoor Light installations
- Fuse Board upgrades
- Switch and socket installation and maintenance
- Electrical appliance and tv installation
- Domestic and commercial rewiring and repairs
- Pat testing
- Cooker installation & Repairs

And much more!

Our team pride themselves in exceptional, friendly and professional service with

the customer always in mind and at the forefront of everything we do. With nearly over

100 five star views our customers can't be wrong. It's ‘watt’ we do.

We offer a second to none service which is competitive and great value to our customers

creating high retention and customer satisfaction every time.

07843236630

skelectrical2020@routiook.cc

SLATING « POINTING « GUTTERING *« ROUGHCASTING
FLAT ROOFS -+ TILING « uPVC CLADDING

5 St Peters Lane, Aberdeen, AB24 3HW
Tel & Fax: 01224 634826
Mobile: 07770 872100

Email: barry.tmslating@gmail.com




ool st bt

Gift vouchers available
online or in salon

Gift sets from £12.99

Festive hair up offer available
through November & December.
see instagram for details

O

www.westwithstyle.co.uk

UNIT 6 ASHDALE DRIVE, WESTHILL, ABERDEENSHIRE, AB32 6LP TEL 01224 741313
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r
NYC BATHROOMS

DESIGN « QUALITY « PASSION

l | —

Aberdeen's Largest Independent
" Bathroom Showroom

214 Hardgate, Aberdeen, AB1o 6AA
01224 587300 j
www.nychathrooms.co.uk
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Chris Western
Heating, Plumbing

LISTER

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE ENGINEERS
3 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN AB24 4LR

Tel: 01224 488865

& Servicing

SPARES AND REPAIRS TO MOST
MAJOR MAKES OF APPLIANCES
Washing Machines, Tumble Driers, Dishwashers,

Cookers, Microwaves,
Vacuum Cleaners, eftc.

Specialising in all types of Heating,
Plumbing & Ventilation work

Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, Repair,
Installation & Commissioning Work

Gas Safe Registered for
Commercial & Domestic Work

No job too big or too small

I have 30 years experience
in the industry

Whether they are large or small,

enquiries_cwhps@yahoo.com Lister does them ALL

07462 333668 | 01224 744953

email: KILISTER@BTCONNECT.com
web: www.listerelectrical.co.uk

With the promise all your travel plans are in the safest
possible hands.

Remember how easy it used to be to go on holiday?
When someone else took care of everything?

With us it's personal. At Travel Counsellors, we believe
everybody deserves their own expert. We're all about
providing a seamless experience, from enquiry to take
off. If you're looking for a holiday to remember — and a
uniquely personal service — I'd be happy to help!

Travel, tailormade for you, with care.
ﬁ —
Heather Reynolds
01224 543370

heather.reynolds@travelcounsellors.com
www.travelcounsellors.com/heather.reynolds

fin

travel counsellors

With s, its Pekswa(’
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It’s been a busy autumn at SensationALL!

- In October there was an
i . 3 exciting development at
[ L]
- -
L}

The OId Schoolhouse
with a new path being laid

—
-
o in the garden. This is part
'Sw GMALL of our project to create

a wheelchair accessible
sensory garden and we
are so grateful to FES FM Ltd of Arnhall Business Park, for
carrying out the work free of charge! The next phase of the project
is to install some specialist equipment which was generously &
donated by HSBC however, given the recent weather, we've deC|ded that can walt until the sprlng'

This year’s October holiday activities have been fantastic (with puppet making, Halloween crafts,
Halloween Sensory disco, teen life skills and much more!) but we are now packing away the
Halloween decorations and looking forward to Christmas! Look out for us at the Westhill Christmas
Light Switch — on 2nd December as, we’ll be there with a stall. Once again we are holding our
relaxed Santa’s Grotto and Christmas Fayre for our families at The Old Schoolhouse on 9th
December, for which donations of tombola items and raffle prizes would be much appreciated.

Also in October, the team were delighted to attend the Celebrate Aberdeen Awards as we were
shortlisted for ‘Small Organisation of the Year’, and our fabulous Family Support Practitioner, Jo
Nicholas, was nominated in the ‘Heart of the Community’ category. Although we didn’t take any
trophies home, we had a brilliant night at the Chester Hotel, and we are incredibly proud to have
been shortlisted from hundreds of worthy causes across the region!

SensationALL has been providing activities and specialist support for neurodivergent individuals
and those with complex support needs of ALL ages for over 10 years but in 2023 we’ve received
more new registrations than ever before! More and more families from all over the northeast
are approaching us for practical advice, tailored social opportunities and developmental support
for their loved one. Whilst we are working as hard as we can to expand our services, we are
unfortunately struggling to accommodate everyone and have waiting lists running for several
groups.

So... we need your help — please donate
or fund raise for us this winter and your
contribution will go towards the cost of
more sessions in 2024. You could also
attend one of our fundraising events — our

annual dinner dance is on Friday 8th March DINNER 7/_%%/ V{( 0
n

2024 at The Chester Hotel and there are
still sponsorship packages available as DANCE - £830
well as tickets. Contact us at events@ FRIDAY 8TH MARCH 2024 P AT

sensationall.org.uk to find out more. - THECHESTER ROTEL, ABERDEEN

Forgeneral enquiries about SensationALL’s
services contact info@sensationall.org.uk
or visit www.sensationall.org. uk.

Finally, as ever, we are looking for volunteers, if you can spare a bit of time to help out please get
in touch with volunteering@sensationall.org.uk.
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Varapunya Meditation Centre — Hello Westhill!

Here at the Varapunya Meditation Centre in Kinmundy, a 20-30m walk from Westhill town centre or a 10m drive,
we sometimes can feel rather isolated. Even though we are so near, our regular community and visitors, often
are from Aberdeen and even further afield, as far as Dundee, Perthshire, Fife and Inverness. We recently held
our annual Kathina celebration, and we had visitors from all over — even Southend in Essex! Yet, while our
engagement with the small Kinmundy community is now well established, some walkers often stop and chat
about the goings on at the cottage. Regularly, you may see our monks walking with ‘alms’ bowl, in the ancient
tradition, visiting local Westhill families who wish to make food offerings.

Having been based in Aberdeen City, we have now been in Kinmundy since late 2016 and the Centre is well
settled in our small cottage with surrounding fields, stables and barn. So, more recently, we have been ‘reaching’
out more, visiting the Rotary at their kind invitation, and some of their members have been to visit us. Schools
also visit from Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. And we hope to visit the Men’s Shed soon and they will come to
see what we are up to too, we hope. Any organisation or groups are welcome to visit us. If you would like us to
visit, tell you more of what we do and event, as charities together collaborate locally on projects, do let us know.
Our motto is ‘Helping Hands Healing Hearts’ and we reach out to all communities of whatever faith or non-faith
with that in mind.

A new venture we hope, starting late January, will be our first Mindfulness Meditation Course in central Westhill
so watch this space for news of that! This is at the heart of all we do at the Centre — in this crazy world our minds
become cluttered, anxious and stressed. And so, we live our lives worrying about what will be in the future and
lots of blame/self-blame about the past. Our mental health is a huge challenge these days. The ancient teaching
of Mindful Living and Meditation Practice offers knowledge, skills and practices which help us cope with this
in everyday life. Even science and health professionals are accepting this, and we often work in collaboration
with NHS Grampian and others in Aberdeen. Our courses are free simply because we believe the knowledge,
skills and practices are so useful for our mental health in the world we live in. If you might be interested simply
register an interest (with no commitment at this stage) by emailing meditationatvmc@gmail.com with just your
name for now

On 5th November we celebrated the end of the rainy season, A Kathina Ceremony. The period August to October
was traditionally when monks in Asia would stop wandering from village to village until the rainy season came
to an end — usually around the end of October. This year it seems to have coincided with the end of the rainy
season in Aberdeenshire too! The ceremony involved morning chanting, teaching and meditation followed by a
community lunch. After lunch the community offers a new robe to the Abbot to start the new year of ‘wandering’
again. These days an Abbot of a temple is usually based there but will travel for teaching, for his own personal
spiritual development and by invitation to other temples in the UK and overseas from time to time. Normally, he
has no personal possessions nor food other than what is donated by the community to him or bought through
donations made for those purposes.

Finally, we do, of course, also teach and practice the spiritual teachings of the Buddha in the SE Asia tradition.
If you want to know, more contact the Abbot. And we are always in need of volunteers. If you feel able to
help us in any way — website editing/development, plumbing, electrical work, roof repair, grass cutting, general
maintenance and repair, again do get in touch with the Abbot on his mobile 07446 545545. And our website is
here: https://www.varapunyacentre.com.

WECC COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND

The current Westhill Bulletin business model has allowed WECC to generate surpluses from
advertising revenues over production costs. Since 2011 WECC has chosen to make some of these
surplus funds available as donations to local voluntary groups as finances allow, and around
£41,000 has been donated to a wide range of groups over these last 12 years.

At the October 2023 round members agreed to make donations to Rotary Westhill to jointly fund

a smart TV for Blackhills Court and to Scouthall Playgroup for construction blocks and storage
trolley.

The next round of donations will be considered in February 2024. Closing date for applications
is 2nd February. See for Guidance Notes
and the Application Form or contact




MJS LANDSCAPING

Landscape gardening service

,, - SWI FT; Garden design Fencing
Clothing Repains, Fems & Alrerations. Cesthill.

Full garden renovations Patios
Garden maintenance Artificial grass installation

Decking Turfing

From small jobs like sewing on badges,
hemming jeans and trousers,
to altering long dresses or
taking up curtains

CALL 07972890937
OR EMAIL US

M: 07495 872144 E: sewswiftwesthill@gmail.com mJ' S_ landsca p in geou tlook.com
www.sew-swift.co.uk

GROUNDWATER

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

We have over 30 years’ experience working with individual and corporate clients on a
number of small, medium and large architectural projects throughout the north east

- Free initial consultation - Full design service
- Building consents obtained
- Extensions and alterations - Conversions - New builds

Tel: 01224 782035 Mob: 07783 148045
Email: info@groundwaterdesign.co.uk
41 Bracken Road Portlethen AB12 4TA
www.groundwaterdesign.co.uk
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KINELLAR GRAB & PLANT HIRE

CONCRETE / COMPACTION * GROUNDWORKS * EXCAVATION « DEMOLITION
CUTTING * FORESTRY * GARDENING * GENERAL TOOLING * TRAILERS
MUCK AWAY GRAB LORRY SERVICE * SOIL & AGGREGATES DELIVERED

We also offer muck away and site clearance & waste removal of:
Soil » Stone * Sand * Clay * Bricks * Slates * Concrete
The KPH GRAB HIRE LTD is a fully licensed waste carrier and all our drivers and operators are
fully trained and experienced.

07828 489 210 » 01224 973 210 * kph.hire@gmail.com * www.kph-hire.co.uk
Based in Aberdeenshire




Westhill Service
Station

HOME
DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

DOWNLOAD THE
APPETITE APP
TODAY
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24 Fare Park Crescent, AB32 6WH, Westhill

amazon

mr.gardenerltd@gmail.com
Mr | B www.mrgardener.ltd.co.uk
+44 7889 911942

Our services include (but are not limited to!):

Grass Cutting and Lawn Care Driveways

Weeding LELE

Lawn Restoration & Turf Laying Pathways

Watering System & Irrigation Installation Artificial Grass Laying

Plant Selection Driveway and Pathway
Tree & Hedge Trimming and Pruning Cleaning

Soil Preparation & Restoration Water Pressure Cleaning
Garden Mulching Winter Driveway/Pathway
Garden Clean Ups Maintenance

Fencing Gutter Cleaning
Composite and Wooden Decking House Exterior Cleaning




M WESTHILL
o4 COMMUNITY
CHURCH
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A very warm welcome for you to join us for any of our services and meetings. Sunday morning worship is
at 10.30 am, followed by refreshments in the Green Pastures Café. If you are unable to attend in person
please feel free to join us online, or follow the service later via our YouTube channel. Full details and links
can be found at www.westhillcommunitychurch.org.

Church Office Food Bank
You can call our office on 01224 737380 or Contact the team on 07379 836380 or
email office@westhillcommunitychurch.org email foodbank@westhillcommunitychurch.org
Room Hire Other Assistance
We have rooms available for hire by If you need assistance of any kind you can contact
both community and commercial groups. our team by calling Sandra on 07484 603593 or
For more information please check our website or email sandramcgregor@westhillcommunitychurch.org

email bookings@westhillcommunitychurch.org

® “A shared safe space where it’s ok to not be ok”

a ‘ Mondays 1pm to 3pm

@ Westhill Community Church Café

CREATIVE WELLBEING CAFE
A simple café style space where you can come and be yourself
Be renewed and feel refreshed, to experience peace, welcome and friendship
Participate in table top activities, hobbies, crafts or “just be present”

Simple free refreshments and a quiet area for contemplation, thoughts and prayer
WINNING WAYS TO WELLBEING

Qi) Westhill Community Church @@@@@5 | Communities
o -

Mental Health [
G, Old Skene Rd =
E_é Westhill|

Renew

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
The Green Pastures Café A warm welcome to our services over
the Christmas and New Year period

17th December 10.30am
Our café is open 10am—-3pm Wednesday to Saturday and we NATIVITY ALL-AGE
are pleased to see you! Please check our Facebook page for 24th December 4.00pm

updates and exciting new additions to our menu as well as a CHRISTINGLE FAMILY SERVICE
date for our next bistro night! 24th December 11.30pm
& MIDNIGHT COMMUNION
THE scormse  \THE Scormise

s . s 25th December 10.30am
No prior booking required ‘EA!:NE %EOE CHRISTMAS DAY ALL-AGE

31st December 10.30pm
COMMUNION

QUOTE TO MAKE ONE THINK — Miracles are a retelling in small letters
of the very same story which is written across the whole world in letters

C.S. Lewis, “God in the Dock” (1970)

31st December 11.00pm
NEW YEAR CROSSOVER

too large for some of us to see.
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Charity No. SC017801

Scouts

1st Westhill

Westhill Scout Group has enjoyed a busy period
the last few months and continued to celebrate
its 50th anniversary with lots of events and
opportunities for young people.

No sooner had the schools gone back in August
and there was a cub camp at Lochter Activity
Centre at Oldmeldrum.

Around 30 cubs aged 8-10 years from both Shere
Khan and Kaa cub packs enjoyed a two night camp
participating in scout activities and Lochter run
activities. It was a weekend full of fun! Cubs had
fun building rafts, launching rockets, kartie races,
bungee runs, relay races, tug of war, climbing wall,
zip wire, water zorbs, segways, off road driving,
bouncy castle, target shooting, paddle boarding/
canoeing, go karts and camp fires.

Westhill Explorer Scouts also attended to help run
the activities and assist the younger cubs.

At the end of September members from our Scout
troops enjoyed a Nights under the Stars camp
within the grounds of Crathes Castle. The event
was a joint camp between 1st Westhill Scouts and
the 2nd and 3rd Westhill Guide units. Scouts (and
Guides) did a variety of activities including crate
climbing, backwoods cooking, bush craft, camp
fire, archery, pioneering and astronomy. It was a
great weekend.

Amazon Beavers had a great term which included
fishing at Raemoir, a visit to Garlogie Mill, plus a
visit from a paramedic to help earn their emergency
aid badge. Meanwhile, Redwood Beavers enjoyed
a mini beast hunt at Arnhall Moss, a visit from Sergeant Wade from Police Scotland to talk about how
police officers keep communities safe, and they did some litter picking around Crombie school.

Our 50th anniversary parents night/scouting review was held at the end of September, along with
our AGM. It was great to hear all about the excellent activities our sections have participated in over
the last fiscal year. We welcomed previous leaders and committee members, and had a display of
archive materials and photographs for the last five decades.

In October some of our Scouts and Explorers attended Cally Rally, which is a camp held just outside
Inverness. Our young people had a great time doing water and land-based activities, they enjoyed
a country and western themed disco and camp fire. The weather was very cold but everyone had a
great time.

To keep up to date with our news/or get in touch, see our Facebook page and/or website:
www. 1stwesthillscouts.co.uk.
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.'archway

C \ care + support built around you

WE ARE

HIRING
SUPPORT WORKERS

Hourly Rate: £12 to £13.23 (depending on qualifications)
Various Hours available - Full and Part Time

Join our team to make a difference!

Our supported living service in Westhill provides support to 4 ladies with
learning disabilities. The ladies have varying interests and enjoy chatting,
‘girly’ time and pampering, getting out and about to shops, cafes and
generally having fun!

As a Support Worker, you will play a crucial role in supporting the ladies with
all aspects of daily living. You don't need experience or qualifications to
start your career with us. If you are caring, share our values, have a
positive attitude and strive to do your best every day, then this could be
the role for you.

Based in North East Scotland, Archway has been providing services to
children and adults with learning disabilities and their families for over 30
years.
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Westdyke Leisure Centre

4 Westdyke Av, AB32 6QX

For more information, or to book
with us, contact:

DenmanCC@hotmail.com

Classes/ Activities available:

Aglow Sports Konsult Pilates
Coffee Morning Qigong
GCRA Sooyang Do
Lads Club Amateurs Westdyke Community Club
Men’s Indoor Football Yoga

Coming Soon:

Elle Arts - Starting in January

and like the new “Westdyke Leisure
Centre” Facebook page

ﬂ For the most update information, find

Denman Pre-School

Offering high quality childcare in a safe, \, (A
stimulating and caring environment S
where children can learn, play and grow. -
For more information: e
denmanpg@hotmail.co.uk ~ Denma Fre school

see advert on page 15
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You could advertise in
this space for £35.00

Contact
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com

HELPING HANDS HOME SERVICES

| offer an evenings and weekends Helping

Hands Home Service with affordable rates for:

Hanging Mirrors, Pictures,
Bathroom Cabinets, TV Brackets,
Curtain Rails, Bicycle Brackets, etc.
Clearing, Cleaning and Sorting of
Garage Spaces, etc.

Martin 07943 891747
bundubuilders@gmail.com

ONLINE
MATHS
TUITION
| offer MATHS tuition
for PRIMARY and

SECONDARY
Students

07742
635253

FOR MORE DETAILS, GET
IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY

BIUC 5o

57-59 N Deeside Road, Bieldside, Aberdeen, AB15 9DB

Wed - Fri, 10am - 4pm
(dependant on COVID restrictions)

Donated goods & volunteers welcome!
RESERVE & COLLECT!

View items for sale in our shop window, listed on
our Facebook page and on our online gallery at
www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk/the-blue-door

Check the website or our Facebook page
for the latest updates.
Please do not leave donations outside
the door when we are closed!

The Blue Door raises money for Camphill Wellbeing Trust -
a medical charity supporting an extended approach.

Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd.
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539
Charity No. SC016291 Registered office: St John's,

Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EP

www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk 01224 862008

i
Wellbeing Trust

Volunteer with us!
Compass Project

Navigating healthy, sustainable living

Compass is transforming the former
Waldorf School site into a centre
demonstrating practical solutions
for healthy, sustainable lifestyles.

With four buildings to refurbish and a

4.1 acre site including woodland and
grassy areas, we plan fo turn the site
into a community space with productive
gardens including orchards and
bee-keeping.

Want to get involved?
+ Outdoor work: gardening, woodland
maintenance, composting, bee-keeping
A Indoor work: stripping out, reuse / recycle
4 Professional-led workshops
e.g. dry stone walling sessions
4 Produce Pop-Ups: firewood & organic food
£ Join us: Wed PM / Thu AM / Monthly Sat

Find out more & get involved:
www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk/compass

n Follow us: @CWTCompass

Compass is a project of local charity, Camphill Wellbeing Trust. The Trust provides
medical and therapeutic services to help patients and their families address iliness,
build resilience and maintain wellbeing.

Compass
Craigton Rd, Cults
Aberdeen AB15 9QD

5 Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd
R A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539 Charity No. SC016291

Wellbeing Trost Registered office: St John's, Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EN
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A. REID GARDEN SERVICES
All Garden Work
Trees & hedges trimmed and uprooted,
removal of garden rubbish, turfing and

fencing, patios, driveways and pathways.
All types of gravel supplied and laid.

General tidy ups.
& All types of landscaping. ﬁ
CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
NN NT T A 25

U 5

LGOS

KEVIN ALLAN

PAINTER + DECORATOR
Interior & Exterior
Private & Commercial
Free estimates
Tel: 01224 743241
Mobile: 07753 380852

Email: kev.m.allan@googlemail.com
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

Trudi C. Deans

Foot Health Practitioner

DipCFHP MPS Practitioner

Home Visiting Practice
Call appointment in the
comfort of your own home.

Tel: 07598 382597

Joe's Gardening Services
All work considered

Joe Dalgarno
01224 917662
07517948896

JDDGardeningServic

Paws and Claws
Dog Walking and Home Boarding

 JUNCEY 3

SERVICES
1 hour dog walk — visiting local woods,
forest trails or the beach
Puppy visits — approximately 30 minutes of
indoor and outdoor playtime

Home Boarding — fully insured and licensed home

boarder providing a home from home experience

Cat Care and any other pet care can be discussed
to suit your requirements

¢ All dogs are transported in a spacious van
e Fully licensed Home Boarder from
Aberdeenshire Council
e Fully Insured, Public Liability, Care Custody &
Control & Key Cover

Tel: 01330 860709 / Mobile: 07762 489999

Email: mariemackenziel@outlook.com
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Tel: 01467 622116
Mob: 07882 780345

blueflame_ heating@btconnect.com

Local plumbing and heating
engineer with over 30 years’ experience.

Gas/Oil/LPG Boiler Installations
Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Cylinder/Gas Fire servicing

Power Flush/CH water treatment
Landlord Certificates

All aspects of plumbing undertaken

888888

No job too small

Accredited Worcester Bosch installer
offering up to 10-year guarantee
on selected new boiler installations
(for a limited time only).

WORCESTER

Bosch Group
Accredited Installer




Aberdeen Indoor
Bowling Club

Looking for a new interest?

We are one of the largest indoor bowhnisfqdlums in Europe, with 12
rinks, a coffee shop, restaurant, bar and bowls shop.

Bowls is a unique sport that unyone can pla Fyuf any age, ability or
fitness level. Whether you want to play for fun or on a higher level
bowls offers an opportunity for everyone.

Full and Social Memberships available. Free coaching available.

Looklng for glﬂ ideas for the bowler in your li life then why not give an
AIBC Gift Voucher these available from our Reception.

CONTACT US WHY NOT COME ALONG AN CHECK US
ON QOUT AND ENJOY A FREE CUP OF COFFEE ON
PRODUCTION OF THIS AD

We are open from 8 amto 11 pm [Yam on a
Sunday) and there is always a friendly club,
WWW.ABERDEENINDOOR.com Staff or committee member on hand to answer
EMAIL: a.i.b.c@biconneci.com gny questions and to give you a tour of our

Tel: 01224 313961 facilities.
Aberdeen Indoor Bowling Club.
Made with PosterMyWallcon  Summerhill Road, Aberdeen, AB15 6EE
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SCAFFOLD TOWER
FOR HIRE

The Community Council has
a scaffold tower which was
bought to help with erecting the
Christmas street lights. The tower
is available for hire to Westhill
residents. The platform working
height is 2.73m.

Charges are £15 per day for 1 to
2 days, then £5 per day for each
additional day, or £45 for one
week. Transportation available at
£10 each way.

For more information and to
book the scaffold, call/text David
Ritchie on 07989 637461.

step &stone

HEALTH
Westhill Shopping Centre

PODIATRY

SPORTS MASSAGE

RELAXATION
THERAPIES

PHYSIOTHERAPY
AUDIOLOGY
YOGA
PILATES
BABY MASSAGE

01224 608703
f www.stepandstonehealth.co.uk
@stepandstonehealth admin@stepandstonehealth.co.uk




USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Aberdeenshire Council

All EnQUINES ..c.vcvvveverne, 03456081208
Air Training Corps.........c....... 01224 749151
Ardene House Vets................ 01224 740700
Ashdale Hall ...........c.c............ 01224 740137
Boys’' Brigade .........c.ccceevnuee. 01224 742262
Childcare

Breakfast Club; After School

Club; Holiday Club .............. 07770 943723

Schools Out Club

(Old School House)............. 01224 465202

Church of Scotland Minister ..01224 745955
Citizens Advice Bureau.......... 01224 747714

Community Centre................. 01224 472874
Community Mini-bus.............. 07989 637461
Dentists’ Surgery

Abercrombie Dental Practice,

NHS — Abercrombie Court,

Prospect Road .................... 01224 745447

Business, Private —

Ashdale Drive..........cc.co...... 01224 742513

Westhill Dental Practice,

Old Skene Road.................. 01224 741339
Doctors’ Surgery.........cco.ue... 01224 849400

ReSUItS ..o, 01224 849392

Repeat Prescriptions........... 01224 849393
Electricity Emergency............... 0800 300999
Gardening Club ..........cc......... 01224 748045
Gas Emergency.......ccccoeevnnne. 0800 111999
Golf Club......coovreerceeiie, 01224 743361
Girls’ Brigade, 1st Skene........ 07792 471199
Girl Guiding........coovveeeiinnen, 07974 963717
Health & Social Care Office...01467 537745
Lawsondale Pavilion.............. 01224 742836
Library......cooeveeieeiceeecne, 01224 472871
Nursery

Bridges ... 01224 744741

Childcare Info........c.ccccoe.e. 0800 2983330
Playgroups

Scout Hall.........ccooevevvinnne, 07717 442164

Denman Preschool.............. 07727 617627

Pharmacy, Porter — Shops.....01224 742742
Pharmacy, Porter — Surgery ..01224 279489

Police (non emergency).......ccccoeevrereenene 101
oremail......... contactus@scotland.police.uk
Post Office (Shops) ............... 01224 740858
Post Office (Ind Est) .............. 01224 740010
Primary Schools
Crombie.....cccovvvvrerceriennn, 01224 472905
T 01224 472910
Skene ... 01224 472915
Westhill........coeiiriiies 01224 472900
Secondary School, Academy 01224 087850
SCOULS...vrcecir e 01224 746773
Swimming Pool............cc........ 01224 472872
Tennis Club.........cccoovevrnnnne, 07929 191816
Trinity Church ........cccccvuenee. 01224 742512
Veterinary, Town & Country ...01224 741685
Water Authority .........cccouee.. 0845 6018 855
Westdyke Leisure Centre ......01224 743098
Westhill Bowling Club............. 07562 696193
Westhill Community Church ..01224 737380
Westhill Men’s Shed.............. 01224 917345

Did we get your
number right?

Are you missing
from the list?

If you need any changes,
why not get in touch by email?

westhill.bulletin@gmail.com




INDEX TO ADVERTISERS

Building Trades & Other Tradesmen
A. Reid Garden Services
aandm Bathrooms
Abel Interiors
Aberdeen Slating Services
Ace of Trades
A.J. Landscapes
A-J Roofing
APC Property Services
B. Mackland Builders...
Barry Willox Joinery..
Blue Flame Heating
Bonnie Banks Gardening
Braemoral Joinery
Chris Western Heating, Plumbing & Servicing
Cumming Fire & Security — Smoke Detection ...
Cumming Fire & Security Ltd
David Massie Carpentry & Joinery ....
Docea Painting & Decorating
Electro-Tek Electrical Contractor
Groundwater Architectural Design
Helping Hands Home Services....
Hugh Will Property Maintenance
i-Protech
Jet Washing
Joe’s Gardening Services
John S. Findlater (Skene) Ltd
K. Milne Plumbing & Heating...
Kevin Allan, Painter & Decorator.
Kinnellar Plant Hire
Kirkwood Homes
Lister Domestic Electrical ..
Lockfit ...
Mark Mennie Glazier
Midmar Timber Centre
MJS Landscaping
Mr Gardener
NYC Bathrooms....
Only Heating
Painting & Decorating
Rae Brown & Co. Ltd
RS Joinery
SK Electrical
Smart Blinds ...
Star Bathrooms..
Steve Gray Plumbing & Heating..
Stuart Grassick Builders
T & M Slating
Tidy Garden Today ............
Voytek Plastering and Painting.
Westhill Bathrooms
Westhill Boiler Services
Westhill Electrical Services...
Westhill Fencing & Decking..
Westhill Kitchens & Bathrooms
Transport & Driving

PGM Taxi Service
Spectrum Driver Training...
Westhill Community Minibus ...
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Westhill Taxis
Health & Leisure
Abercrombie Dental
Aberdeenshire Mobile Footcare .
All Pets Great and Small
Archway — We are Hiring
Attic Theatre — Beauty & The Beast ..
Bothy 57 Café...
Compass Project Volunteering
CutsWell Turkish Barber
Dans Centre
Game Fishing
Happy Barber
Holiday Inn
Inchmarlo Golf Centre ...
Kippie Lodge
Lee Beauté
Pam Dignan Dancers ....
Scardroy Homes
Sooyang Do Martial Arts....
Step & Stone
Travel Counsellors
Trudi Deans Foot Health Care
West with Style
Westhill Chiropractic Clinic
Westhill Choi Kwang Do
Westhill Health & Therapies Practice
Professional Services

Aberdein Considine
Acumen Financial Planning
Denman Pre-school
Doggie Style Dog Grooming Salon....
ESP Book-keeping Services
Forbes Lawson Financial Planners ...
Fyfe Moir & Associates Accountants
Grampian Accounting
ITS Fire & Security
James Milne Chartered Accountants.
James Wilson PC Repair..
Luke and Learn Guitar...
Magnus Accounting
McCue Wealth Management
Oven Valet
Paws and Claws Day Care
PC Paul
Perfectly Pressed Ironing Service
Photos To DVD
Ride On Sports Maintenance ..
Sewswift .
Storie Cruden & Simpson..
The Cleaning Company....
Xcelmaths
Retail
Foxlane at Carnie
GPH Builders Merchants...
Jastina’s Flowers
The Blue Door Charity Shop.
The Flooring Lodge
Westhill Service Station Shop




Westhill Swimming Pool

Wet and windy outside and you can't get exercise, no problem.

Your local pool in Westhill would love you to come and join a swim session. The time-
table offers something for everyone. From the lane swimmer who powers through to
the family who wants to play and increase water confidence. Locals have told us that
the deep-water swim is great for their mobility and wellbeing.

Have you looked at our timetable or looked at which sessions you could attend? Our
staff can help you find a session that suits you needs. To ensure a place in a session,
you can book through our App or website. If you need help with booking, the pool staff
can assist.

We are always pleased to see you - you can walk in and often you will get a space
during a session. The pool offers a warm sitting area and Wi-Fi while you wait.

We have a suggestion box at reception please help us know your thoughts.

Timetable :  Quiet swims - for those who are looking for a quieter
i session and available for all ages, it is aimed that
(Via Facebook) : these sessions are suitable for anyone who does not
feel able to attend our busier sessions.

Ol
ggi,- = Deep water swim - suitable for anyone who is
i g

confident in deep water - this is a 15m length swim.
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Tale as old as time... "
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