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SUBMITTING ITEMS FOR THE BULLETIN
We distribute over 5000 copies of the Westhill Bulletin quarterly to houses and businesses
in Westhill and surrounding villages. We offer good advertising rates and are keen to
support local businesses and services.
Adverts and articles for the summer issue should be sent in by Friday 6th May.
The Bulletin will be distributed from 27th May.
All contributions or enquiries should be emailed to:
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com
Telephone enquiries re adverts or articles to:
Bulletin Editor – David Ritchie on 01224 744058 or 07989 637461
Articles should be submitted as Microsoft Word documents
attached to an email. Articles larger than 600 words may be edited.
2022 advertising rates:
Eighth Page £32, Quarter Page £57, Half Page £93, Full Page £175
Inside Covers £205, Back Page £235

(There is a small additional one-off charge for new adverts and when changes are made)

For more details on advertising see www.westhillelrick.org/bulletin

BULLETIN DELIVERY

The Bulletin is delivered by an army of dedicated volunteers. More deliverers are always
required to replace retiring helpers and add to the pool of relief helpers.
If you can spare an hour or so four times per year to help deliver the Bulletin in your
locality or nearby then please ring David Ritchie on 01224 744058.
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Welcome to the Spring issue of The Westhill Bulletin. It’s good to be able
to refer to spring and to put the darker winter days behind us. Indeed Xmas
and Hogmanay now seem to be a long time ago with everything packed
away for another year. But we can’t let that happen without a word of thanks
to all those who helped make the “switch-on” of our Xmas lights by no less
than Santa himself such a success. The switch-on was accompanied by traditional carols,
hot drinks and snacks and, for our younger guests, story-telling by Santa himself in his
special Grotto.
This year for the first time WECC worked in collaboration with MAPP Town Centre Management
and local Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) to put together our most ambitious event ever.
Feedback on the event has been generally excellent, as putting on such an event on requires
a lot of effort behind the scenes as well as on the day, so WECC wish to thank all those who
contributed in any way, front and back stage. It was all great fun and we’ve picked up some
tips and ideas to make it even better next year.
Storm Arwen damaged many roofs, trees and fences in the town and then to cap it all, even
more damage was caused by Storm Malik and Storm Corrie. However in some ways we in
Westhill got off lightly as elsewhere, tragically some people lost their lives.
Again though community spirit in Westhill came to the fore and a lot of voluntary efforts were
made to look after vulnerable residents. These efforts along with support from Aberdeenshire
Council helped mitigate the worst effects. As a direct result of these storms WECC are now
planning to work with key stakeholders, to produce a Community Resilience Strategy for
Westhill; to develop our ability as a community to identify and use available resources (energy,
communication, transportation, accommodation, food, etc.) to respond to, withstand, and
recover from adverse situations.
The results of this work will take some time and in the meantime you may want to think about
your own personal/household resilience plan. Prolonged loss of power probably has the
greatest ability to impact on Westhill and some simple measures may help a lot – e.g. get a
battery operated/clockwork radio, torches, and spare batteries; thermal blankets or throws;
keep your landline, and if the budget will stand it, consider buying a generator.
It’s been some time since we’ve heard of a Major Planning Application for Westhill, but Cala
has recently submitted a Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to Aberdeenshire Council
outlining their intention to lodge such an Application in due course; the Application being
for 50 new houses, including 12 “affordable” ones on the site to the north of Burnland Park
and south of the A944 (Straik Road). WECC will be scrutinising the Application once it
becomes live and members of the public will also be able to have their say at https://www.
aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning.
Unfortunately Covid continues to take it’s toll on the financial viability of local organisations,
so just a reminder that WECC continues to distribute funds to organisations that meet the
qualifying criteria – please see page 62 on how to apply.
Finally, the days are stretching out, and the clocks will be going forward soon, so there is a lot
to look forward to. Have a great spring and why not make time to explore the Westhill Orbital
Trail and enjoy the daffodils and crocus along the way.
Mervyn Barr
Chairperson WECC
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With over 40 years experience, this
family run business provides the
highest level of workmanship at
competative rates.
• Plumbing & Central Heating
• Boiler Replacement, Repair &
Servicing
• Bathroom Installations
• Emergency Repairs
• Landlord Certificate
• No Job Too Small
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Councillor Iris Walker (Westhill & District)
Gulls
Aberdeenshire Council is continuing a detailed review of the way it tackles the
extremely complex issue of urban gulls. I was hoping to see some early progress of
the actions which the council can take. That report will not be sighted until March.
Careful consideration is being given to all legal options open to them. We know that
human behaviour has created a false environment for the gulls and residents are
urged not to feed gulls or drop food scraps. Property owners can discourage gulls
from nesting by erecting deterrent devices on chimney heads and flat roof areas
such as spikes and nets. You can arrange for an appropriately licensed pest control company to oil or
pierce eggs to prevent hatching or have the nest and eggs removed from your property. I am hoping that
the March report brings forward some short and medium-term solutions from the council’s perspective to
complement the actions individuals can take.
Weather
When Storm Arwen struck last November, it was widely acknowledged that Britain can expect greater
disruption from storms in the future and should prepare for more extreme weather. I don’t think anyone
expected another storm so soon with Malik closely followed by Corrie. Service providers such as SSEN,
Scottish Water and BT are already under pressure to storm-proof their infrastructure as well as review
their communication strategies so that customers get reliable information when affected. Aberdeenshire
Council is undertaking a full review of their response, with communities being asked to feed into this
process and we will consider the outcome in due course. Community councils and other organised groups
have already or are considering making their own community resilience plans. What can individuals do?
There is some really good information on https://www.ssen.co.uk/PreparingForAPowerCut/ to enable us
all to have a personal/family plan in place as far as possible.
Westhill to Kirkton of Skene Path
It was brought to our attention a number of weeks ago that the barriers on the above-mentioned path
had been removed after a complaint was made by a cyclist. Unfortunately, no consultation was carried
out with elected members, path users or the community council before removal. There is a view within
the community that this action has made the path less safe for pedestrians and younger cyclists. I fully
support the calls for this issue to be re-visited. I very much welcome the support of WECC and for
the comprehensive report of actions suggested, namely for chicanes to be installed which meets the
requirements of both pedestrians and cyclists, appropriate signage and a review of the speed limit on
the Hill of Keir Road. I hope that the Roads service will make these issues a priority.
Congratulations
It was a privilege to visit Dod and Agnes Smith of Garlogie at
the end of 2021, on behalf of Aberdeenshire Council, to mark
their 70th wedding anniversary. Dod and Agnes married at
the Station Hotel in Stonehaven on 1st December 1951. It
was great to catch up with the couple and some of their lovely
family. Deputy Lieutenant Miranda McHardy also attended
on behalf of Her Majesty to mark this amazing milestone.
Thank You
As council elections loom and I reflect on the last five years of highs and lows, it has again been a joy
and privilege to serve as a local representative. I am seeking re-election on May 5th as there is always
much more to be done. I would like to thank all community groups and individuals for the work they do
collaboratively with us as local councillors to help keep our community a great place to live and work.
As always I can be contacted by phone 07876 475272, email cllr.i.walker@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or
Facebook and face to face consultation surgeries can be arranged to suit.

Councillor Iris Walker – Westhill and District
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KITCHENS : BATHROOMS
UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS
LAMINATE FLOORS : STAIRS
CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
INSURANCE WORK
Please call for more information

Contact Trevor Tosh

Tel (01224) 742201
Mobile 07976 931210

email: westhilljoinery@gmail.com

SLATING • POINTING • GUTTERING • ROUGHCASTING
FLAT ROOFS • TILING • uPVC CLADDING

5 St Peters Lane, Aberdeen, AB24 3HW
Tel & Fax: 01224 634826
Mobile: 07770 872100
Email: barry.tmslating@gmail.com
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Councillor Alistair McKelvie
Winter – As we slowly head out of the winter season, we have experienced
one of the worst storm periods in recent years. This has caused considerable
devastation around our rural district, with thousands of trees uprooted,
resulting in damaged power supplies and many roads blocked.
We have been fortunate in Westhill, that there has been far less damage
than in other settlements, not that there hasn’t been power outages and
damage to small business premises and/or vehicles, and trees in the Shopping Centre and
Golf Course. Council services and SSEN are working together in very difficult circumstances,
to provide hot food, phone charging facilities and accommodation where it has been needed.
Schools – Our 5 schools in the Westhill Academy cluster have also continued to manage in
very difficult conditions, adapting to the ever-changing Covid impact and restrictions. Pupil
and Staff absences have impacted on the academic year, particularly in our Academies, where
pupils are either facing the ‘prelims’ or being assessed on their work throughout the year, using
the alternative certification model of last year. Westhill Academy has been able to continue its
Prelim programme across S4-S6 in all subjects and levels. Pupils and staff follow the Covid
mitigations in the exam spaces, and pupils who miss an exam are accommodated with an
alternative date, etc.
It is reassuring that the issues that have plagued the Education SQA results and processes in
recent years are currently being examined, as a National Review of Education is underway,
being led by Sir Kenneth Muir.
Roads – I have had several enquiries as to the condition of
our drains and gullies, and when they will be cleared. Some
areas have already been treated by the roads vehicle, as
part of the two year cycle of planned gully clearance. There
are large areas of our streets where there is a heavy buildup of winter detritus and storm damaged twigs/branches.
I have recently been in dialogue with the Roads team to
ascertain what is planned for the town over the next few
months, before the resultant weeds take root. As above,
the cleaning vehicle works on a 2 year cycle, covering all
of our roads, over a split of 6 areas. Over the 2020 to 2021
period, the gullies were cleared in parts of West, North
and Central Westhill. In early February this year it was on
Westhill Drive and Hays Way. I have however requested
that some priority is given to both Hillside Road and
Westhill Road, where the build-up is particularly heavy.
Retiring – This will be my last Community Council Report as a Councillor for Ward 13, Westhill
and District, as I have decided to step down into retirement. It has been a real pleasure and
an honour to represent our great town and its rural communities, as one of your Elected
Members in Aberdeenshire Council. There have been many successes along the way, and of
course what some would consider to be, not so successful outcomes. Unfortunately, over the
last 5 years, as the Council has a legal obligation to ‘balance the budget’, we were required to
make very substantial annual cuts to budgets. That in turn has greatly reduced the Councils
resources to address the many issues raised by you, our constituents, which we would
ordinarily seek to remedy.
Our Community – It would be remiss of me not to congratulate our Community Council
on its community projects. Over the last two years or so they have achieved many project
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successes, from the excellent Orbital Trail, to its Festive programme, and its many volunteer
groups, which all help to keep our town and community in a clean and safe environment.
I would also thank our School Heads and their management teams, and all of their staff, for
keeping our youngest residents in our nurseries and schools as safe as they possibly could
whilst still delivering the education programme. Also to our school dinner teams who have
actively supported the Councils effort to provide hot food to those unfortunate enough, to have
suffered loss of energy supplies and heating facilities, over the winter storms.
Alistair McKelvie
Telephone 07850 329179

Councillor David Aitchison
In my last Bulletin contribution I commented on the A944 Active Travel Route
Study. The aim of this project is to encourage a shift towards active travel for
commuting and leisure.
The proposals developed as part of this study enhance and improve sustainable
modes of travel and support the drive towards net zero carbon emissions.
The Strategic Transport Review 2 was published in December and has similar aims. At the
heart of the Strategy is the recognition that we need to deliver a step-change in behaviour and
provide attractive, affordable, accessible and sustainable travel options.
The STPR2 recommends that Transport Scotland continues to work with local partners in
developing plans for Aberdeen Rapid Transit. A bus based rapid transit system for the region
would provide a more competitive and efficient public transport into and around the Aberdeen
City region. This would improve region-wide connectivity and encourage a switch from car to
public transport and other more sustainable travel options. The system would focus on key
corridors of demand as well as where congestion impacts on bus services. A switch from car
to public transport for many would reduce the congestion impacts on bus services.
What is proposed would prioritise buses and connect key destinations on the outskirts of
Aberdeen to the city centre via busy radial corridors, including the A944, A96 and A956.
The section of A944 from Westhill to Aberdeen is one of the busiest stretches of road in our
region with high volumes of traffic travelling both east and westbound. It is clear that the stated
aims of the strategy mean that as a key destination any Rapid Transit system should include
Westhill.
Your feedback is important given STPR2 recommendations will influence the transport options
and the transport choices we make for the next 20 years.
The public consultation is available at the Scottish Government consultation portal www.
consult.gov and printed versions are available on request.
I can be consulted at any time by telephone or email on any issue and also hold surgeries at
Westhill Library. Check www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk for a full list of surgery dates.
Councillor David Aitchison
Mobile 07876 475227
cllr.d.aitchison@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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@aitchisondavid

Traditional Methods to
Contemporary Living

Maintenance Matters
Property and Garden Maintenance

Kitchens, Doors, Windows,
Roof Repairs, Plastering,
Extensions, Loft Conversions

Gardening | Hedge Cutting
Grass Cutting | Fencing
Handyman Service

Office & Workshops:
Farburn Terrace, Dyce,
Aberdeen, AB21 7DR
Tel: 01224 723420

Landlord Repairs
Painting | Pressure Washing
Beechgrove Garden Contractor for 10 years
Local, honest and reliable
All waste recycled when possible
SEPA Licensed waste removal

info@raebrown.co.uk

www.raebrown.co.uk

07905 164379 | 01224 741803
mcglashanmike1@gmail.com

Mark
Mennie
Glazing
Local Glazier with over 35 years experience
REPLACEMENT DOUBLE GLAZING SERVICE
(Faulty, misted, condensated double glazing replacement service)
5 year guarantee on all double glazing
COLOURED GLASS SPLASHBACKS (Any RAL or BS4800 numbers)

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING PLEASE CALL 07918 081339 or 01224 789889
FOR A FREE QUOTE
Email: markmennieglazingltd@hotmail.com
Please visit my gallery and like Mark Mennie Glazing on Facebook
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BONNIE BANKS

Garden Maintenance
“Bank on us for a bonnie garden”
Grass cutting and lawn care.
Hedge trimming, pruning and cutting back.
Planting and potting.
Weeding and leaf removal.
Spring and Autumn tidy-ups.
Holiday cover.
Small tree work.
Turf laying and preparation.
Fence maintenance and painting.
Deck staining.
Assembly, maintenance and repairs to:
Garden structures, furniture and greenhouses.
Path and driveway cleaning and repair

For all other enquiries and free estimates
Contact Eric Banks on 07923988896
bonniebanks.gardening@gmail.com

Westhill Fencing
and Decking
Decorative/security garden fencing; Lap panel fencing;
Storm damage repairs and replacement; Wooden gates,
steps, handrails and trellising; Bespoke garden decking
designed and built; Supply and build sheds, log stores
and tree houses.
Over 15 years experience. Quality workmanship, reliable
service, competitive pricing.

Contact Roger Benton on 01224 791646 or
07711 501 795 e: roger@westhillfencing.com
www.westhillfencing.com
www.facebook.com/westhillfencingdecking
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Ron McKail, Councillor for Westhill and District
Tree Planting at Elrick School
Elrick School are commemorating their 40th birthday and I was more than
delighted to be invited by the school’s ECO Committee to help plant some
fruit trees. It was a very enjoyable afternoon being with the ECO group
and I thank them for their hospitality. There was plenty of enthusiasm
and a sense of excitement in the tree planting exercise. What was
also very clear is
that the intention
of the children
is
to
maintain
and protect the
new
trees
as
they grow and
flourish and in turn
protect the school
environment.
New Businesses Open Up in the Westhill Shopping Centre
During 2021 two new businesses, namely Nisa and The Key,
moved into Westhill Shopping Centre. We now have Nisa Local
which, having moved into what was the Co-op in December,
are now well established and as you’d expect, providing the
retail shopping experience which from my visits is customer
friendly, well stocked shelves, has
retained the post office and is an
asset to our shopping centre.
The second and very popular is The Key – Health Cafe which
opened in July replacing what was Cones and Candy. Great
place to ‘grab a bite’, food is very enjoyable, wide choice of
menu to suit all tastes and service is excellent. If you have not
tried The Key suggest you do.
Inter Linked Fire Alarms
Previous editions of the Bulletin have made reference to inter linked smoke, heat and
carbon monoxide alarms having to be installed before 1st February. Clearly this linked fire
alarm system is geared to make your home fire safe. If you have not installed this new
alarms may I suggest you contact your home insurance company and confirm what the
implications are if there were a fire in your property. Knowing whether or not your policy is
valid or invalid if linked alarms are not installed is worth investigating.
Local Council Elections
For the council elections on 5th May 2022 I have been selected to stand as a candidate for
the Westhill and District ward. If I’m elected I’ll be pleased and delighted. However as the
outcome of an election is unpredictable and in the event I fail to get elected I wanted to take
this opportunity to say thank you. I’ve enjoyed being an Aberdeenshire councillor and it has
been a privilege and an honour to represent all the constituents in Westhill and District.
Councillor Ron McKail
Telephone 01224 742095 • email cllr.r.mckail@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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WESTHILL AND DISTRICT
MEN’S SHED
make friends, share interests
and help our community
Scottish Men’s Shed Association’s
shed of the year
Here is the trophy being presented
to Westhill Mens Shed. Hooo-Raah!
New roof
We have had the ‘old library’
roof refurbished with a new roof
membrane
and
added
more
insulation. This has proved so far
that we don’t have to suffer roof
leaks on a regular basis, should be
good for 15 years and save money
on heating.
Shed open again.
We had a longer than usual shutdown for the holiday period. We normally close only for
Xmas Day and New Year’s Day at the request of members. This time it was two weeks off
due to the combined effects of Covid and the storms.
Our opening times are Monday 10am-4pm, Wednesday 2pm-8pm and Friday 10am-4pm.
To join, drop in during these times and we will show you around.
SheShed is every 2 weeks on a Monday evening 6.00pm-8.30pm, next date is 7th March.
Again just drop in.
If you want a tool or other item you can always email us contact@westhillmensshed.co.uk,
phone (01224 917345) during opening hours or drop in if you want to see if we have what
you want. We don’t bite.
Recruiting!
We have been recruiting steadily since we
opened again. This time the new members have
been mostly ex-oil industry engineers.
Commissions: if you want something made
to measure…
We can do most things on request and to your
specification.
This trolley was made for the Choi Kwang Do
Black Belt Academy in Kingswells to carry their
equipment and to fit under the stage in the hall.
contact@westhillmensshed.co.uk Tel 01224 917345 www.westhillmensshed.co.uk
Registered charity SCIO number SC042663
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The

little

Plumber

No job too

GARRY TRIMMER
WESTHILL
WESTHILL
MOB: 07825 323939
323939
garrytrimmer@yahoo.co.uk
garrytrimmer@yahoo.co.uk

little

Prompt and reliable service

 Domestic plumbing repairs
 Toilets, basins, sinks, taps
 Chokes, leaks

Builder with
with over
over 30 years
Builder
years experience
experience

Reliable
guaranteed
Reliable service,
service, quality guaranteed
t Tiling

David White

t Decorating and wallpapering

26 Harvest Hill, Westhill, AB32 6PU
Tel: 01224 744461 or 07776 233559 (m)
E-mail: admin@littleplumber.co.uk
www.littleplumber.co.uk

(CIPHE Registration Number 00039660)

t Joinery
t All types of house and
garden maintenance

No job too small.
Free estimates

B. MACKLAND BUILDERS

James Wilson PC repair

BUILDING, JOINERY, ROOFING & EXTENSIONS

Tel: 07765 846748

16 Snipe Street, Ellon,
Aberdeenshire, AB41 9FW
Telephone: 01358 268743
Email: brianmackland@gmail.com
Website: www.b-mackland.co.uk

PC, Mac, tablet & smart phones
Install, service, repair & upgrade

Building Renovations · Roof Repairs

Virus removal security advice

Carpentry & Joinery · Home Extensions

Internet, e-mail, networks & wifi

Loft Extensions · Repointing · Driveways
Over 30 Years Experience
Free Estimates
Domestic & Commercial Work
Undertaken
All Work Guaranteed

Data recovery & backup
Tuition & buying advice
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Westhill Household Waste
& Recycling Centre
Westdyke Avenue, Westhill

Westhill and Skene
Lions Club
CHARITY SALE OF BOOKS, CDs,
DVDs, JIGSAWS & BOARD GAMES
AT WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE
1ST SATURDAY EACH MONTH
9am to 12pm

Recycling facilities for:
Glass Bottles & Jars, Paper, Cans, Plastic
Bottles, Textiles, ‘Tetra Pak’ type cartons,
Garden Waste, Household Batteries,
Lead Acid Batteries, Engine Oil, Electrical
Appliances, Pressurised Containers,
Scrap Metal, Wood, Hardcore & Rubble

NEXT 3 SALES ARE:
5th March, 2nd April and 7th May
All proceeds go to local good causes
& Lions International Disasters Fund

Opening Hours

Donations of books, etc.,
welcome on the day or freephone

Monday to Sunday 9am–4.30pm
Friday 9am–4pm
Online booking required at
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/
recyclingcentrebookings

0345 833 5963
Folding Tables Available For Hire

WESTHILL & DISTRICT
COMMUNITY MINIBUS

BANKING SERVICES
IN WESTHILL

Charity No SC043773

MOBILE BANKS
Bank of Scotland – not currently operating
RBS – Mondays 10am–11am at
Trinity Church carpark

Two WESTHILL COMMUNITY MINIBUSES
are available for hire by clubs
and organisations

Can take 14 or 16 passengers

POST OFFICE
The Post Office in Nisa at Westhill
Shopping Centre can be used for bill
payments and cash deposits (with debit
card or personalised pay-in slip) and
withdrawals. Cheque deposits can be made
for most major banks with a completed
pay-in slip. Ask for envelope for your bank.
It is open: Monday–Friday 9am–5.30pm,
Saturday 9am–1pm

Both minibuses have towbars
Driver Supplied or Self-Drive

CONTACT DAVID RITCHIE
01224 744058 or 07989 637461

ATMs IN WESTHILL
• Inside Nisa store
• Outside Tesco store
• Inside Costco store
• Westhill Service Station shop in Elrick

Email: westhill.minibus@gmail.com
*Volunteer Drivers Wanted
for a few hours each month
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Travel is Taking Off
It’s great to be back doing what I enjoy most, researching and booking holidays.
Over the last month there has been a distinct change in customers feeling
more confident to plan a holiday, as more and more restrictions lift.
I thought I would put together a few ideas if you are looking to escape the
winter weather in the next few months.
MEXICO – Virtually no rain between December and April and temperatures
around 30 degrees. Perfect for a spring get away. White sand, tropical
beaches, and luxurious hotels along the Caribbean coastline. Away from the
beach there are Mayan ruins to explore, Chichen Itza being the most popular.
Cenotes to discover, natural swimming holes or caves. There’s a good range
of resorts too, from the bright lights of Cancun to a gentler pace of life in Tulum.
MADRID – Springtime is a great time to visit, before it gets too hot, in the
summer months. Spain’s capital is a beautiful city to wander around. Home to
the Prado and Reina Sofia museums, bursting at the seams with masterpieces.
Stroll around Retiro Park or take a rowing boat out on the lake. Go tapas bar
hopping or take a self-guided tour of the Bernabau Stadium. Dip churros in hot
chocolate like the locals and visit the Mercado de San Miguel, sample local
produce from the market stalls with a glass of wine or cava.
MAURITIUS – Surrounded by the crystal-clear waters of the Indian Ocean,
this island nation has a lot to offer. Beautiful hotels set on stunning beaches
offer a wide range of water sports and spa treatments. The western coastline
benefits from great weather from late April onwards. If you can drag yourself
away from the beach, there is plenty to explore. For the adventurous, Black
River Gorges national park offers hiking trails through the rainforest and past
waterfalls. A great destination to suit the whole family.
MADEIRA – Spring in Madeira sees the temperatures beginning to rise and
the island in full bloom, it’s a great time to visit. Famous the world over for
the parks and gardens. There’s a whole host of things to keep you busy,
strolling around the streets of Funchal, hiking in the mountains, playing golf,
or sampling the food and wine. Take a cable car ride up to Monte and take an
adrenalin fuelled ride down in a wicker toboggan, not for the faint hearted. The
hotels are all a good standard and are mainly dotted around Funchal.
As always if you would like my help with you travel plans, I’d be only too happy
to help. Please see my advert on page 75 for contact details, you can also
follow me on Facebook or Instagram.
Heather Reynolds, Travel Counsellors
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JUDY MURRAY VISITS WESTHILL PRIMARY

On Thursday 9th December it was Game, Set and
Match when Judy Murray visited Westhill Primary
School! With Sir Andy Murray and Jamie Murray playing
in the Battle of the Brits competition, Judy Murray was
making it her mission to “Tennisfy” as many children
and staff across Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire, via
her community coaching sessions. Class teacher
Leza Paterson, was extremely excited when she
won a schools competition and Westhill Primary was
selected! The coaching workshop was a HUGE hit!
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed all the tennis top tips and
fun games that Judy served up! In Judy’s own words,
“You can tell when it’s been a good session, because
the kids all want a high-five before they leave!” Judy
commented about the positive attitudes and talent in
Westhill Primary School.

Compu-Care
PC and Laptop Repairs.
Upgrades and Training.
Hardware Repairs and
Replacement.
Tune-up and Virus Removal.
New Systems Available.
Call Neil on 07929 860721.

Interior & Exterior
Private & Commercial
Free estimates
Tel: 01224 743241
Mobile: 07753 380852
Email: kev.m.allan@googlemail.com
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A. REID GARDEN SERVICES

New Treatments:

Ear Piercing & Reiki
ZEN|BEAUTY

All Garden Work

Trees & hedges trimmed and uprooted,
removal of garden rubbish, turfing and
fencing, patios, driveways and pathways.
All types of gravel supplied and laid.
General tidy ups.
All types of landscaping.

PROFESSIONAL BEAUTY THERAPIST

@HOLIDAY INN WESTHILL
Tel: 01224 270318
www.zenbeautyaberdeen.com

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
07742 635253

Z E N A A DA M

Ann Westwood
Florist

15 Dean Gardens
Westhill
Tel. 01224 745646

Paws and Claws
Dog Walking and Home Boarding

Local plumbing and heating
engineer with over 30 years’ experience.

SERVICES
1 hour dog walk – visiting local woods,
forest trails or the beach

∞
∞
∞
∞
∞
∞

Puppy visits – approximately 30 minutes of
indoor and outdoor playtime
Home Boarding – fully insured and licensed home
boarder providing a home from home experience

Gas/Oil/LPG Boiler Installations
Gas & Oil Boiler Servicing & Repairs
Cylinder/Gas Fire servicing
Power Flush/CH water treatment
Landlord Certificates
All aspects of plumbing undertaken
No job too small

Cat Care and any other pet care can be discussed
to suit your requirements

Accredited Worcester Bosch installer
offering up to 10-year guarantee
on selected new boiler installations
(for a limited time only).

• All dogs are transported in a spacious van
• Fully licensed Home Boarder from
Aberdeenshire Council
• Fully Insured, Public Liability, Care Custody &
Control & Key Cover

Tel: 01330 860709 / Mobile: 07762 489999
Email: mariemackenzie1@outlook.com
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Rotary Out & About
As we slowly ease into 2022 it gives us a chance to
look back at the latter part of 2021, which despite
various lockdowns and restrictions, proved to be
a busy time for us here at Rotary in Westhill and
District. Our weekly meetings restarted and then were put on hold but we were able to be
involved in many local activities.
RotaKids is a fun and exciting way for children aged 7-12 to make friends and get involved
with important activities in the community, all while having a great time in the process.
47 pupils from Westhill Primary were involved with recent meetings and have agreed
to focus their activities on the local environment. Our members are looking forward to
supporting them in their interesting RotaKids programme of activities including litter picks,
fence painting and improving the green spaces around the school.
Our Rotarians and partners were also around Westhill and within the Bon Accord centre
assisting with car raffle ticket sales on behalf of Charlie House. The total raised this year
for Charlie House and other local charities was just over £30,000, a fantastic result in these
covid restricted times.
With help from pupils at 3 of our local schools and input from our own members we were
able to provide 200 Shoeboxes for the annual Shoebox charity appeal, which were filled
with gifts and distributed to families in poorer Eastern European countries at Christmas.
We were delighted to have been
able to welcome our Senior
Citizens back this year to the
Ashdale Hall for their Christmas
Party. With social distancing
requirements in place there was
a smaller crowd of only around 80
participants at this year’s event.
They all enjoyed the afternoon,
however,
with
entertainment
provided by the Dark Island
Ceilidh Band, Pam Dignan’s
Dancers, Rhonda Pirie leading the Carol singing and our own inimitable Ian Duncan acting
as a couthy compere.
We’ve also been busy around Westhill with crocus planting, maintaining the area around
the Westhill entrance stone and litter picks when weather and covid restrictions allowed.
As we go to press the Covid restrictions are lifting and we are now able to get back to
face to face meetings in The Holiday Inn so we can look forward to being more active
with our local and international projects during the year. If you would like to find out more
about Rotary and give something back to the community either by becoming a Rotary
member or simply to lend a hand with some of our projects, then please get in touch – john.
glascodine@gmail.com.
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YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
LED Lighting
•
Interior Lighting
•
External Lighting
•
Xmas Lighting
•
Certifier of Construction
•
Rewires
•
Extensions
•
Additional Sockets
Internal & External
•
Testing
•
EICR Reports
•
PAT Testing
•
Phone Points
•
Smoke Detectors
•
Heat Detectors
•
Fuse Board Upgrades

FREE ESTIMATES
•
NO JOB TOO SMALL

DOMESTIC
•
COMMERCIAL
•
INDUSTRIAL
•
MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
Contact : Doug Smith
Phone : 07890 949998
E-mail : westhillelectrical@sky.com
Web : www.westhillelectrical.co.uk

•

Wall mounted TV’s

•

Surround Sound

•

Sonos Systems
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BASED IN AND SELLING
PROPERTY IN WESTHILL
FOR OVER 45 YEARS
WE HAVE THE LOCAL
EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE
TO SELL YOUR PROPERTY
FOR THE BEST PRICE
contact us now to arrange a free pre sale
valuation and a very competitive quotation

tel: 01224 740718 email: westhill@storiecs.co.uk
Unit 10 Westhill Shopping Centre Westhill AB32 6RL

visit our new website storiecs.co.uk
20
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STAR BATHROOMS

Design I Supply I Installation
To book an appointment call Mark on 07915 055309
sales@starbathrooms.com

www.starbathroomsaberdeen.com
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ASHDALE HALL (WESTHILL DRIVE)
Welcome to Ashdale Hall. In these difficult times Government
restrictions have relaxed and there is no social distancing or cap on
event numbers, so we can book a full range of parties and events.
We are desperate for more local involvement in the Hall and wish to recruit more local
volunteers.
FUNDRAISING
Anyone interested in joining the fundraising committee should contact the hall as we plan to
do more fundraising for Hall improvements. Possible ideas include a local cinema night, car
boots, bingo, quizzes, talent nights, booze and burger tastings, ceilidh. But we need people
to help.
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
We are looking for extra local people for the Committee. Please contact the Hall if you are
interested.
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
We have various time slots available during the week for let, please email the Hall if you are
interested in making a regular booking or for parties/events. Contact ashdalehall@hotmail.
co.uk.
Monthly Tea Dances are on the 2nd Friday of every month 1.30-3.30pm.
WESTHILL MARKET (9am–1pm, 1st Saturday every month)
Our monthly market is held at the Hall and we have stallholders selling fish, bread, cakes,
local fresh meat, pies, vegetables, jams, fudge, eggs, bespoke cards, crafts, jewellery and
more.
We really need the support of the local community for the Market to be able to continue
and to expand as stalls will only come back if more local people come.
Most of the products at the Market are
locally sourced and made, with little or
Westhill District Amateur
no food miles involved. Come along
Swimming Club
to see the fantastic quality and choice
of the goods on offer and help the
environment.
HALL CLASSES AND BOOKINGS
We also offer a wide program of
exercise
classes,
martial
arts,
children’s dance classes and toddler/
!
baby classes, for full details please see
our online timetable: http://ashdalehall.
We are looking for swimmers
co.uk/current-timetable – these are also
aged 7+ who are currently
displayed on the Hall noticeboards.
level 4 (or equivalent) and
See next page for March timetable
above
ENQUIRIES
If
this
is
you
or
your
kid, drop us an email to
For enquiries or to book the hall/
organise a come and try session:
meeting rooms or badminton courts,
membership@westhilldistrictasc.org.uk
please e-mail Adrian Hidalgo [Facilities
Manager] at: ashdalehall@hotmail.
We are a fun, engaging sport team that hope to
co.uk or call the Hall on 01224 740137.
encourage young swimmers to progress in their

COME
AND
TRY

Scottish registered charity
W.D.P.H.Scio. SCO49243

swimming journey
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ASHDALE HALL MARCH CLASS TIMETABLE
Monday
0930 to 1015
1030 to 1115
1230 to 1430
1500 to 1800
1830 to 1930
1945 to 2045

–
–
–
–
–
–

Matwork Pilates – Main Hall – Block booking required**
Matwork Pilates – Main Hall – Block booking required**
Abricabeats (1 to 4 years) – Main Hall
Free to book for classes or badminton
Jazzercise – Main Hall – Online booking with Jazzercise
Badminton (private term time) – Main Hall

Tuesday
0945 to 1045
1100 to 1200
1215 to 1400
1420 to 1800
1545 to 1745
1815 to 1915
1930 to 2030

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Jazzercise – Main Hall – Online booking with Jazzercise
Spear Pilates – Main Hall – Block booking required++
Free to book for classes or badminton
Baby Ballet – Main Hall
Penny’s Art Group – Meeting Room 1
Choi Kwang Do – Main Hall – hello@westhillckd.org
Badminton (private) – Main Hall

Wednesday
0800 to 1300
1330 to 1430
1600 to 1730
1745 to 1845
1800 to 1900
1915 to 2045

–
–
–
–
–
–

Free to book for classes or badminton
Badminton (private)
Pre School and Tap/Ballroom/Latin – Main Hall
WCIS (private booking) – MR1
Spear Pilates – Main Hall – Block booking required++
Line Dancing – Main Hall – (term time)

Thursday
0800 to 1000 – Free to book for classes or badminton
1100 to 1700 – Footstars – Main Hall – 11–12pm, 1–3pm, 4–5pm –
https://www.footstars.co.uk
1800 to 1900 – Choi Kwang Do – Main Hall – hello@westhillckd.org
1915 to 2045 – Badminton (private) – Main Hall
Friday
0830 to 0915
0930 to 1015
1030 to 1115
1130 to 1230
1300 to 1600

–
–
–
–
–

Matwork Pilates – block booking required**
Matwork Pilates – block booking required**
Matwork Pilates – block booking required**
Nada’s Pilatone – Main Hall – Nada – 07375 933186
Free to book classes or badminton. Free from 1pm for parties/
events. Except the 2nd Friday of every month due to Monthly Tea
Dance 1.30-3.30pm.

Saturday
0800 to 1100 – Free to book for classes or badminton
1230 to 1730 – Script to Screen Drama Classes – J. Ogilvie – 07989 484315
Free from 1800 for parties and events
Sunday
Free to book for parties and events all day
**All Matwork Pilates Classes marked with an asterisk need to be block booked in advance,
contact Annette on annette.macpherson@ymail.com or 07817 736525, or website
www.westhill.physiotherapy.co.uk
++ Spear Pilates Classes marked with a cross need to be block booked in advance, contact
pilates@spearphysiotherapy.co.uk
Hall Facilities Manager Tel. 01224 740137 or e-mail ashdalehall@hotmail.co.uk
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Braemoral Joinery
Westhill Ltd

All Building and Joinery Work
DVSA Approved Driving Instructor

07816 449106
spectrumdrivertraining@outlook.com

www.facebook.com/
spectrumdrivertraining

New Builds. Extensions.
Sun Lounges.
Mob: 07977 420043
Tel: 01224 741247
www.braemoraljoinery.co.uk

STEVE STRACHAN
COVERING: WESTHILL &
SURROUNDING AREA

Dependable, reliable local locksmith and joiner

Cluny Locksmith and Joinery offer locksmith and joinery services
across Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire
• 24/7 emergency locksmith call-out
• Non-destructive entry
• UPVC repair for both windows and doors
• All aspects of joinery work undertaken

Contact us for a free quotation or for 24/7 locksmith
www.clunylocksmithandjoinery.co.uk   Mobile: 07976 394050
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In the current property
PROPERTY
LEGAL
market, sellers in Westhill
FINANCIAL
are in a strong position.

The North East property market is hot at the moment, with buyers on the
hunt for desirable properties in the Westhill area. We have a database
of buyers waiting for quality three and four-bedroom homes to hit the
market. So, if you are considering whether the time was right to list your
property you couldn’t pick a better moment than now.
If you’re interested in finding out what your property is worth
book a valuation online at acandco.com or pop in and see our
branch manager Gillian.

NOBODY
SELLS MORE
Aberdein Considine sells one
in four homes across the northeast – more than any other agent!

WESTHILL
PROPERTY
EXPERTS

To book a free valuation with our
Westhill property experts, visit
acandco.com or call 01224 749444

PROPERTY
LEGAL
FINANCIAL
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Buy online at
www.gph.uk.com

Volumetric Truck
Delivering precise amount
concrete to your door

A stunning selection of
Paving slabs

Locally Sourced
Aggregates

A great range of Timber &
Decking

Stihl Dealer
A wide range Tools and
Garden Equipment

Dulux Paint Mixing to any
colour you desire
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NEW PRE-SCHOOL DANCING CLASS
at the SCOUT HQ on MONDAY 2–2.30pm

For information contact
pamdignan.dancers@btinternet.com
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Skene Parish Church
It is incredible the things that stick in our minds. I have a distinct
memory of sitting at my desk, looking out over Kirkton of Skene,
writing my first ever magazine article as minister of Skene Parish
Church. The topic was promises.
That was 10 years ago. I know, I’m
not sure I believe that either, but
it’s true. The congregation recently
helped me celebrate my tenth
anniversary as parish minister.
Thank you for all the wonderful
messages of congratulations that
have come in since.
A lot of water has flowed under the bridge during those ten years, not least with the pandemic.
Our community has grown and changed. And yet, recent adversities have revealed a depth
of bond across our town and the villages outwith, which continues to make this a wonderful
parish in which to serve. I am so thankful for the opportunities which exist to come alongside
those in our sheltered housing and care home and to be involved in our school communities.
I appreciate the support and encouragement I have received from so many people, not least
the kids.
When someone is ordained into ministry, they are asked to make promises, which are, in some
ways, similar to the vows of a wedding ceremony. The final question asked of me, in January
2012, was:
Do you accept and close with the call to be pastor of this charge, and promise through grace to
study to approve yourself a faithful minister of the Gospel among this people?
In it, there is the promise to care for and guide a people.
There is the promise, through grace, to grow and mature – to realise that you are not the
finished article (by some distance) and studying is essential to the task of ministering. And there
is the promise to be faithful in sharing the Gospel, which means the good news of Jesus Christ.
That final promise is one I share with every follower of Jesus. We are all called to tell others
about who Jesus is and about what he has done for us. As Paul reminds us, how can people
discover life-changing faith in Jesus, if no one tells them about him. And why would you want to
keep such good news to yourself?
In our congregation, we have a desire to share the gospel with every generation. But we
recognise that whilst it takes only a moment to make a promise, it requires a lot more time and
effort to keep it. We’re seeking to overcome the barriers that exist (in our minds as well as in
reality) and learn from one another the best ways to communicate the wonderful truth of God’s
love, as revealed in Jesus.
If you want to know more, why not come and join us, in person or online. As we enter Lent and
prepare ourselves to celebrate Easter, there’ll be lots of opportunity to discover what it means
to say that Jesus in whom all God’s promises are yes and amen. Check out our website www.
skeneparish.com for more details, particularly our Holy Week and Easter services.
“A promise is a cloud, fulfilment is rain.”
Blessings, Rev Stella
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Girlguiding Westhill District
Well done to our Westhill
Ranger unit (14-18 years),
who were again awarded the
Heather Bisset Challenge – a
competition run in Girlguiding Gordon to do something to
help in their local community. The Rangers prepared pots for
the garden at Blackhills Court and would like to thank Fox
Lane Garden Centre and Tesco for their kind donations of
plants for this worthy cause.
Our Guide units (10-14 years) have been meeting fortnightly
since summer but with some new volunteers, both units
are now back to meeting weekly and many of the girls are
signed up for the Grampian Regional Camp Escape 2022 this summer, as well as looking
forward to international experiences in Holland and Switzerland in the summer of 2023.
Our Brownie Units (7-10 years) have also been busy working through the programme,
keeping the Brownie Guide Law by “thinking of others before ourselves and doing a
good turn every day”, e.g. fundraising for Children in Need by doing a danceathon in
partnership with Girlguiding UK.
Our Rainbow Units (5-7 years) have also been
busy, thanks to 1st Rainbows who collected
donations for Northsound’s Cash for Kids Mission
Christmas appeal.
Well done to Morven Rapson, 2nd Guides for being
awarded her 10 year Long Service Award – thank
you Morven and all other volunteers in Girlguiding
Westhill for the opportunities you give our young
members.
Happy World Thinking Day for 22nd February when it comes! The WAGGGS World
Thinking Day resource is focussing on the environment and gender equality.
Caroline Gray and Alison Smith, District Commissioners
westhilldc@gmail.com

Christmas Lights storage
The Westhill & Elrick Community Council has been putting up the festive street lights
in Westhill & Elrick since 2005. Around 40 lights are now put up each year.
For a number of years a farmer near Westhill has allowed us to store the lights in his
barn but he is going to be selling the farm and we need to find a new storage location.
We would be delighted if a resident with space in a garage or shed could allow us to
store some or all the lights there. If you can help, please contact the WECC secretary
David Ritchie at weccsecretx@gmail.com or phone 07989 637461.
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YOUR LIFE,
YOUR DREAMS,
YOUR FINANCES
Take the time to prepare
your financial future.

SECURE YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE
WITH PROFESSIONALS YOU CAN TRUST.

Forbes Lawson is a trading name of Fairstone Financial Management Ltd
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3 Abercrombie Court, Westhill AB32 6FE
Tel: 01224 747889
www.forbeslawson.co.uk

© Pergo

MASON LODGE WESTHILL

• Carpets

• Vinyls

• Karndean • Amtico
© Pergo

• Laminates • Wood Floors
• Pergo

• Blinds

• Professional and Friendly Service
• Wide Range
• Competitive Prices
WESTHILL
A944

Mason Lodge

Tel: 01224 744333
Fax: 01224 744388
Email: sales@theflooringlodge.co.uk

Carnie
Roundabout

To
Peterculter
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A944

Elrick

B979

Mason Lodge Skene Westhill
Aberdeenshire AB32 6XR

Westhill
Service
Station

Open Monday to Saturday,
late night Thursday

LOW & CO HAIR DESIGN
OVER 20 YEARS
OF HAIRDRESSING
EXPERIENCE
Stockists of:

ALL

M facebook.com/LowAndCo P lowandco6
Unit 6, Westhill Shopping Centre
Westhill AB32 6RL
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HARLEY WAXING
EYE TREATMENTS

Waxing, Tinting, Nouveau LVL

NAIL TREATMENTS
Gel Nails, Manicures,
Footlogix Pedicures

SPRAY TAN

BEAUTY ROOM

MAKE-UP
ALL

E beaux.boutique@hotmail.com
M facebook.com/beauxboutique P beauxboutique_
Low & Co Hair Design, Unit 6
Westhill Shopping Centre, Westhill AB32 6RL
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To find out more, visit kirkwoodhomes.co.uk
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Hello Westhill! Happy New Year!
We are already a couple of weeks past the first month! How time does fly! Time, that precious
and very limited resource we have on this side of eternity. 12 hours in the day; seven days of
the week; 365 days and 52 weeks of every year. Limited. Finite. Sparse. Which is one more
reason to make the very most of every opportunity we have in this life – with our children,
our parents, loved ones, our neighbours, and our friends. Events of the last two years have
brought to the fore, the fleeting nature of life; its pleasures and much of what we treasure
about it. Many of us are waking up to this truth and adjusting our values accordingly. Others
still need some help with such a paradigm shift. All in all, deep existential questions are being
pondered more and more, not just by the ailing and the dying, but by the young and strong;
the aging, the rich, and the poor. Whether obviously or sublimely, the search for meaning
continues.
At Vinespring Church, we have continued this exploration through the words of that ancient
and eternal book – the Bible. We have come to believe and accept that life’s true worth is found
in a surrendered relationship with Christ, who is the author of life itself. He is a faithful anchor
through the boisterous storms that the world has been enduring, and a guiding light through
the darkness and confusion all around us. We have tested God’s promises and examined His
instructions. And we have found them to be true to our deepest needs, helpful for our highest
aspirations, and necessary for our sustained victory in the battles of this life. God is good. And
He means no evil for anyone. Rather He has put a plan in place for our rescue, redemption
and restoration. That plan was unfolded in His Son Jesus Christ, when He died on the cross
of Calvary for the sins of everyone; with a promise of eternal life for all who will trust in Him
and repent of their sins. He promises not only to save, but to guide. Hence why the Psalmist
declared: ‘The Lord is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear?’ – Psalm 27:1 NIV
This scripture has never been more needed than at such a time as we are now in. A time of
great fear, confusion and worry for many. The scripture is also the basis of our theme this year
at Vinespring Church. It is our year of ‘Light and Glory’, and throughout this year, we will be
open to His light, His exposure, His divine development of our character, our faith and our walk
with Him. Until we fully turn the page on every fear, anxiety and doubt, by the power of the
Holy Spirit. It’s a process that we are willing to submit to because of the incomparable riches
of the reward He offers. Clarity, confidence, and Peace that passes human comprehension;
regardless of the storms, uncertainties, and darkness we may be facing. In the search for
meaning, these are definitely worth pursuing and worth holding on to.
For anyone who may feel like they are in a flux right now, and needing some assurance
of something strong and stable. God is. Feel free to reach out, or to come along to any
of our meetings on Sundays at the Holiday Inn Hotel or Wednesday via Zoom. For details
please visit www.vinespringchurch.co.uk. Or follow us on social media at facebook.com/
vinespringchurch. It would be our pleasure and privilege to journey alongside you till faith and
light dawns.
Once again, happy new year. And make every moment count.
Team Vinespring
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Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene
The hall is open subject to Covid restrictions. The hall is busy most evenings but we have a large
hall, small hall and meeting room available for hire mostly during the day. These are suitable for
exercise classes, baby and toddler groups, craft groups etc. Please see our Facebook Page. Our
hall can also be booked for children’s parties, funeral teas, etc. To enquire about hiring, please
email the booking secretary – milnehallbookings@gmail.com.
Future Events: See Facebook page for further and more up to date details.
Regular Activities: As Covid Restrictions Allow
• Jazzercise, every Wednesday 9.45-10.45am and 6.30-7.30pm.
• Westhill Sooyang Do martial art group hold classes for children and adults on Monday evenings.
Phone Chief Instructor Dave Bremner: 07970 188825.
• Skene Youth Club for Primary 1-7, Thursday evenings 6-7pm during term time.
• Alba Black Belt Academies – age 3 to adult. Call 07818 200371 for details.
• Baby Sensory – Thursday mornings.
• Westhill Guitar Club – every second Tuesday 6.30-8pm. See Westhill Guitar Club Facebook
Page for more details.
Milne Hall Management Committee is registered as a charity (SC045034).
Help wanted – if you feel you could contribute in any way in looking after and improving the hall,
you will be made most welcome. Please contact 01224 742804.

Westhill Golf Club
The 2021/2022 winter season has brought about a whole new set
of challenges for the Golf Club. These are primarily related to recent
storms – Arwen, Corrie & Malik. The first storm (Arwen) saw us lose
around 200 trees. Thanks to a monumental effort from our Greens
team and a band of fantastic volunteers we had been able to complete
the tidy up in early January 2022. However, storm Corrie and Malik
have brought a further group of trees down so the remedial work is set to continue.
It’s not all bad news though… thanks to the support of the Woodland Trust, we are expecting
delivery of several hundred tree saplings in the spring so we will be able to replant some
of what was lost (as well as introduce some new golfing hazards). In other winter work, we
have been able to renovate and redesign our second tee, so we are looking forward to the
spring to see how that plays.
Following our AGM in January 2022 we have now finalised our membership fees for
2022 – please see www.westhillgolfclub.co.uk for details if interested. This means we can
turn our attention to getting ready for the new golfing season and plans for another very
successful season are well underway. Junior Golf is an important part of our club and we
are thrilled that our junior membership levels reached unprecedented levels in 2021. We
will be running our popular 10-week Junior Coaching Programme starting in April 2022.
It is open to all local P5 children. Our coaches are all PGA trained. Clubs and balls are
supplied. For more information, please email westhilljuniorgolf@gmail.com.
Alan McCue Club Captain
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The Cleaning
Company
Got No Time!!!
Let us do it for you
A good job at a good price

Domestic and Commercial
Ozone Disinfection Service
Cleaning with Friendly
Efficient Service

Robert
M: 07930 895516

Tax on
Rental Properties
If you’re renting out a property then it’s important to
make sure you are claiming all the legitimate
expenses you can so as to minimise your tax bill each
year. It is important to file accurately and on time to
avoid any penalties and interest.

Most of the time, when people do not fill out a tax
return for a property, it is because they are making a
financial loss and think a return doesn’t need done.
This unfortunately isn’t the case and it may be that a
taxable event still occurs. There are many common
misunderstandings about what can be claimed Even
in the case where no tax is due because of a loss a
return
re should be filed so you are able to utilise
or/and record those losses. Filing can also prevent
an HMRC inspection as they will know a property is
being let but don’t know if it’s profitable or not.
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01224 748 298
info@grampianaccounting.co.uk
grampianaccounting.co.uk
Grampian Accounting
3 Prospect Place Westhill
Aberdeen AB32 6SY

WESTHILL

K I TC H E N S
B AT H RO O M S

DESIGN
S U P P LY
I N S TA L L
To book an appointment call David on 07717 734933
Visit our showroom at
Unit 1, Westhill Service Station
Elrick, Aberdeenshire AB32 6TJ

T 01224 905050
E sales@westhillkitchensandbathrooms.co.uk
www.westhillkitchensandbathrooms.co.uk
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Painting and
Decorating
* Domestic and
Commercial Service
* All types of interior and
exterior paint work
* Complete Surface Preparation
* Wallpaper Hanging
* Ozone Disinfection Service
* Free Estimate

Robert
M: 07930 895516

E: robpainting16@gmail.com
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Environment and Litter Projects in Westhill
2021 ended and 2022 started with wild weather, and we
experienced much damage at Carnie Woods, Arnhall Moss
and Denman Park, where the storms felled many trees.
We must thank Aberdeenshire Council for their response
in making safe and clearing the many walkways, working
under overwhelmingly difficult conditions. Plans have been
drawn up to respond to the damage to our environment
created by the storms.
The 2022 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and “Plant a tree for
Jubilee” takes on a special meaning for our group. Our
Chair, Mervyn Barr, will outline our plans in the next Bulletin.
We are planning to put up 20 more hanging baskets at
the living wall, opposite the Holiday Inn. Plants have been
ordered for the barrels and the hanging baskets. We are keen to continue with the “Bee
Bomb” initiative and thanks go to Tesco Community Champion Mo Burrows, who arranged
for the very kind donation of wild flower seed boxes.
We would desire to extend our planting plans throughout Westhill and Elrick, but we would
require volunteers to help with setting up and watering the plants. Without such help, we
must restrict our efforts to the centre of Westhill, where we have the facilities to water and
feed the plants. We prepared the ground and planted “Bee Bombs” on the land between
Tesco and the Medical Centre, but lugging 60 to 80 gallons of water on a weekly basis
proved an exhausting and back breaking task.
We have had meetings with David Dent and his Westhill Rotary team and are very pleased
that they are again standing by with help. We very much appreciate their un-wavering
support. These offers and those of assistance from other residents all help to make a
difference to our town Westhill. Could you consider helping us to do more?
No doubt we will all be starting to enjoy the longer light and the appearance of bulbs
as they emerge from the ground, to brighten our lives. It all gives us hints of the more
comforting, colourful seasons to look forward to. Spring weather also means that we will
be able to restart our regular litter picking program, which we organise to help ensure
Westhill is an attractive place to enjoy the environment. You too could contribute to our
efforts, either by encouraging better littering behaviour in the youngsters you may know,
or by joining our small group of Litter Pickers in some of our fortnightly Litter Picks. Details
are listed below. If you know of a particularly littered area, you can contact us and we can
try to send a team to clear it.
Our dates for Litter Picks up to August 2022 are: 12th and 26th March, 9th and
23rd April, 14th and 28th May, 11th and 25th June, 9th and 23rdJuly, 13th and 27th
August.
All our picks start at 10.00 and last one hour. All kit, apart from gloves will be supplied and
all are welcome to join in.
For further information, on planting volunteering, or if your group may be interested in
borrowing our Litter Picking Kit, please contact: Raymond Swaffield, email swaffies@
talktalk.net or Ken Stewart, email kennethstewart@talktalk.net.
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Pam Dignan Dancers
Annual concerts at the Ashdale Hall:
Saturday 30 April (evening) • Sunday 1 May (afternoon)
Tickets available at Ashdale Hall from 24th April
Contact pamdignan.dancers@btinternet.com

Westhill Senior Citizens Group
Hopefully we are beginning to see an easing in the Covid restrictions and hoping that we
can get back to some sort of normality this year.
We were sorry that we had to cancel our Christmas Party on 16th December and didn’t get
restarted until 27th January but hopefully we will be permitted to run our full programme
until June 2022.
On 27th January we had Jim and Marisha Addison who are well known. They have been
playing in the entertainment business for a number of years. They have been heavily
involved with the jazz scene at the Blue Lamp. A lively and varied programme was enjoyed
by all. It was great to be back!
On 10th February we had a visit from the Critter Keeper who keeps a wide variety of
interesting and unusual creatures.
Our Christmas Lunch was re-scheduled for 17th February in the Holiday Inn – we had a
lovely afternoon, with entertainment by the singer Roy Rhodes.
24th February – we were entertained by Bob Dunlop and his accordion.
10th March – The Melting Pot; 24th March – Bingo & Health Talk; 7th April – Mika’s Choir;
21st April – Finzean Ukelele Group
We hope to have an Afternoon tea in April.
Numbers attending have been between 30 and 42 – which has been good to see. We have
had quite a few new members.
We take a register of all attendees, ask members to wear masks when entering and leaving
the building and if they wish to sing along with the entertainer. We have gel and wipes on
the tables and the cakes/biscuits for refreshments are now individually wrapped. Although
not compulsory, it is good to take a lateral flow test before meetings.
We are very grateful to Tesco (via Mo the Community Champion) and Nisa (Jean Paul and
Elaine) in Westhill for their welcome and continuing support with supplies of cakes and
biscuits for our meetings. Much appreciated.
We meet in the Hall at the back of Trinity Church from 2pm until approximately 3.45pm
every fortnight.
Contact Heather Cook for further information – heathercook@tiscali.co.uk telephone
01224 741194.
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DOGGIE STYLE – PRACTICAL DOG
GROOMING FOR THE FAMILY PET
Luke Gunn
Guitar Tutor

Guitar Lessons
Based in Westhill

Recently qualified level 3 dog grooming
diploma. Offering a one-to-one service for
your family pet.
De-shedding, full groom or a shampoo and
blow dry.
For an appointment at the refurbished salon
in Dunecht please contact the following:
Mobile: 07870 731597
Email: pamela.taliho@gmail.com

• All Ages Welcome
• Beginner to Advanced
• Acoustic/Electric Guitar
• Online Lessons – Skype, FaceTime, Zoom
• Rock, Pop, Metal and Blues Styles Covered
• GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

m: 07796 302131
w: www.lukeandlearnguitar.com
e: luke@lukeandlearnguitar.com

PAINTER
and
DECORATOR
Standard decorating
service
plus
Ames taping
Skimming

OLIVIU DOCEA
07913 082637
01224 740276
FREE ESTIMATES
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JOHN MULLEN
JOINERY

Mathew
Buchan
Electrical

Your Local Joinery Service
Since 1985
Mirrored Wardrobe Doors
Interior Doors and
all other joinery works
All small maintenance jobs undertaken

Banchory

07920 030538

NO JOB TOO SMALL

01330 822752

For free quotation

mbebanchory@gmail.com

Tel: 01330 860140

E-mail: mullenthejoiner@btinternet.com

All Electrical Domestic
and Commercial Work
Undertaken

Glenview, Leylodge,
Kintore, Inverurie
AB51 0XY

Volunteer with us!

Compass Project
Navigating healthy, sustainable living

Compass will transform the former
Waldorf School site into a centre
demonstrating practical solutions
for healthy, sustainable lifestyles.
With five buildings to refurbish and a
4.1 acre site including woodland and
grassy areas, we plan to turn the site
into a community space with productive
gardens including orchards and
bee-keeping.

Want to get involved?

Outdoor work including creating no-dig
beds, harvesting, composting, weeding etc.
Indoor work with stripping out of facades
√ Professional-led workshops
i.e. dry stone walling sessions
√ Produce Pop-Ups
√
√

Find out more & get involved:

www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk/compass

Follow us: @CWTCompass

Compass
Craigton Rd, Cults
Aberdeen AB15 9QD

Compass is a project of local charity, Camphill Wellbeing Trust. The Trust provides
medical and therapeutic services to help patients and their families address illness,
build resilience and maintain wellbeing.

Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd.
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539
Charity No. SC016291 Registered office: St John’s,
Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EP

Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539 Charity No. SC016291
Registered office: St John’s, Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EN

www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk 01224 862008
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Compass: setting the direction for 2022
Local medical charity, Camphill Wellbeing Trust (CWT)
launched Compass in September 2020 to transform the
former Waldorf School site on Craigton Road. The project
has made great progress towards demonstrating practical
solutions for healthy and sustainable lifestyles thanks to the
support of our local community.
Compass has received a fantastic 2101 hours of volunteer support which recently
helped us plant 40 raspberry canes
and clear space for fruit trees. In
preparation for the next growing
season,
we
are
re-designing
the layout of our no-dig beds to
accommodate further fruit bushes and
vegetable plants. These will increase
the selection of organically-grown
produce that will be available to the
local community through our Produce
Pop-Ups later this year.
Funding Success
We are delighted to have secured funding from various sources to develop our
outdoor garden areas for the local community. This includes funds for a composting
toilet, gardening equipment and 3-years costs for an outdoor areas manager. This
places Compass in a strong position to support our volunteers with improved facilities
onsite as they help develop the garden areas and get the project off to a great start
for 2022! We have also been able to purchase an Avant Loader from Angus Chain
Saws, which has already been put to good use for some of the heavier outdoor work.
Looking ahead
To start the New Year, we invite you to tell us how you would like to see Compass
develop. Simply fill out our questionnaire (available by emailing compass@cwt.scot)
and send it back to us. We are also seeking members for a Compass steering group
to help the project continue to move in the right direction. Register your interest by
emailing: compass@cwt.scot. We look forward to hearing from you!
Can you lend a hand?
Come along to our Saturday volunteer days and blow away the cobwebs with some
outdoor volunteering fun! There will be indoor activities if the weather is bad. Find the
next dates on our website or Facebook event page (@CWTCompass), or emailing us
on: compass@cwt.scot.
To find out more visit: www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk/compass. You can also support
us online: https://localgiving.org/charity/CWT/project/CWTCompass/.
About Camphill Wellbeing Trust:
CWT is a medical charity providing an extended and integrative approach to health
and wellbeing. It aims to address illness, build resilience and maintain wellbeing.
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Kippie Lodge

Sports & Country Club

Change your lifestyle in 2022
Just off the AWPR Deeside Junction
Now, more than ever, Kippie has to be
seen to be appreciated
Book a tour by visiting
https://kippie.life

Kippie is more than a gym, pool, tennis court
or golf course. Kippie is a Club full of fun
actvities and facilities to keep the whole
family busy.

Sports
Kippie is extremely proud of its 9 holf
course, putting area and driving range.
Throughout the year Kippie plays host to Golf
Tournaments, Opens and Night Golf.

Children
Splash time takes place every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday in the pool which
Kippie’s double skinned tennis dome covers
gives kids the chance to let off steam.
two of Kippie’s courts allowing all year round
Parent and toddler and Learn to Swim
play. A third court remains for outdoor play.
lessons
run
throughout
term
time.
Youth gym, youth yoga,
gymnastics,
karate,
Kippie
Lodge:
‘A one-stop
As well as Splash Time and open swim
hip hop, rugby tots and
cheerleading
are all
sessions, adult only sessions run throughLifestyLe
destinAtion’
included in the family membership fee.
out the week in the pool along with a
Eat,
drink, exercise,
sauna
and steam room for relaxation.
play and be pampered
Advertising FeAture

Advertising FeAture

– all in one place

Kippie’s gym is open from 5.30am and
has all the latest cardio and weight
equipment.
Personal
trainers
are
available to help your reach your fitness goals.
Words by Danica Ollerova
Photos by Darrell Benns

W

ith a well-equipped gym,
a golf course, tennis
courts, a stylish beauty
salon and a popular
eatery, Aberdeen’s Kippie
Lodge is a one-stop lifestyle destination.
Situated on North Deeside Road near the suburb of
Milltimber, the sports and wellness club boasts a
whole range of indoor and outdoor activities for all
ages to enjoy.
One person who regularly spends her time at the
premises is Kippie Lodge client Aimee Smith.
The mum-of-three, who works as a sales and
marketing manager in real estate, has been a
member of the multi-purpose leisure facility for a
couple of years.
And now, she says she treats the leisure centre like
her second home.
We caught up with Aimee to find out what makes
Kippie Lodge’s services and amenities so attractive to
her and her family.
“The atmosphere in Kippie Lodge is really friendly and
everyone knows me by my name now,” said Aimee.
“I treat the centre almost like my second home.
“I have hosted my birthday parties there and I often
have meetings with my clients in their cafe, too.
“The cafe is kind of like my second living room and
I treat the outdoor area as if it was my own garden.
“In summer my family and I use the outdoor play
area all the time.”
Boasting a variety of social activities, Aimee also
loves taking part in group and family events.
She said: “We went to the Easter egg hunt and my
kids also loved the bouncy castle in summer.”
Offering a wide range of fitness classes for its
members of all abilities, Aimee goes out of her way
to use the facilities five days a week.
She added: “I really like their gym circuit, boot
camp, HIIT (high-intensity interval training) and I
also do TRX (total resistance exercise) suspension
training. But there are many more classes to choose
from.”
Kippie Lodge also has classes including barre, which
incorporates some movements derived from ballet,
pilates, yoga, zumba, aqua circuits and many other
fitness classes for its 3,500 members to try out.
The centre’s nine-hole golf course, which is located
in a woodland area on-site surrounded by trees, is
also very popular, especially with Aimee’s husband
Mark who uses the facilites.
But it’s not just her other half who reaps the benefits
of Kippie Lodge, but their children too.
She said: “My husband uses the golf course facilities

Wellbeing/Fitness Classes
If it’s cardio classes you enjoy, Kippie has
over 100 fitness classes ranging from low
to high impact Les Mills and freestyle classes.
Kippie’s
wellbeing
classes
run
throughout
the
week
onsite
and
online which include Yoga, Pilates and Nia.
All wellbeing and
Cardio classes
are included in the membership fee.

Aimee makes the most of Kippie Lodge, including the gym, above, and manicure facilities, right
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and my boys – Charlie and Freddie – go to tennis
classes and ‘learn to swim’ lessons.
“My son Hugo is too young for normal swimming
lessons so he goes to private ones.
“I like to use the swimming pool and sauna, too.
“And during the weekend we go swimming
during ‘splash time’ as a family because that’s when
my kids don’t have to be quiet and use lanes,
but instead they can use floats and have fun.”
Kippie Lodge also has a small physiotherapy
team, which helps their members treat sports injuries,
muscle and ligament strains and joint problems.
They also offer electrotherapy, acupuncture,
soft tissue mobilisation, pilates and postural
advice.
Aimee said: “I don’t use their physiotherapist service
on a regular basis but I was happy with the service I
received in the past.
“What I use more often are their beauty facilities.
“My kids have their hair cut there and I often go for
manicures and pedicures.
“I buy my shampoo and hair brushes from their
beauty salon as well.”
Kippie Lodge’s hair and beauty salon, which has been
operating for more than two decades, offers
an array of luxury treatments including facials,
massages, waxing, and nail and eyelash treatments for
both members and non-members in a relaxed and
friendly environment.

After exercising and getting pampered, Aimee also
likes to treat herself and her family to a tasty meal.
She said: “We go to the restaurant twice a week for
our tea.
“Kippie Lodge’s Crathes Restaurant & Bar offer a tasty
carvery on Sundays and their burgers and vegetable
dishes are really nice, too.
“I also often get their home-made protein bowls
which are my go-to after a gym class.”
Using only the best locally-sourced ingredients, the
eatery offers a range of healthy sandwiches, toasties,
salads, light bites as well as main dishes.
The centre’s conservatory provides an attractive family
dining experience, with indoor and outdoor play
areas.
Robin Caldwell, club director at Kippie Lodge, also
thinks 2020 will be another exciting year for the
leisure centre.
He said: “Investments in the club will include a
refurbishment of bays, target areas, lighting for
the driving range and the introduction of a heated
double-skinned tennis dome, allowing all-year play in
comfortable surroundings.
“We pride ourselves on offering an activity for
all ages and this, coupled with events such as
quiz nights, BBQs and family fun days, makes Kippie a
great lifestyle choice for your family for 2020.” Visit
kippielodge.co.uk for more information

The Lodge
The perfect place to sit back and relax. With
beautiful views and an outside play area
for the wee ones Kippie is a home
away from home.
Kippie run social events throughout the year
such as family fun days, quiz nights and
themed bistros - something for all the family
to enjoy.

www.societyaberdeen.co.uk

@societyabdn

Aberdeen’s
Sports & Country Club

See for yourself just how
Kippie can change your family’s
lifestyle for the better.
Book a tour today.

www.kippielodge.co.uk
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COOL IN THE SUMMER WARM IN THE WINTER

10 YEAR WARRANTY | 25% DISCOUNT

BASED IN PORTLETHEN, ABERDEENSHIRE, WE CURRENTLY OFFER OUR
SERVICES ACROSS MAINLAND SCOTLAND AND SUPPLY HIGH QUALITY
PRODUCTS FITTED BY TIME TESTED AND QUALIFIED TECHNICIANS. WE
PROVIDE OUR CLIENTS WITH A RANGE OF OPTIONS FOR THEIR
CONSERVATORY INSULATION NEEDS.
OUR PRODUCTS WILL NOT ONLY MODERNISE THE LOOK AND FEEL OF
YOUR CONSERVATORY BUT THEY ARE ALSO DESIGNED TO MODERATE
TEMPERATURES ALL YEAR ROUND, MAKING THIS SPACE USABLE
THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER AND WINTER MONTHS.
NO MATTER THE SIZE OF THE PROJECT, WE TAKE PRIDE IN OUR
EXCELLENT WORK. COMPETITIVE FEES AND OUR ABILITY TO
DELIVER OUTSTANDING RESULTS ON TIME - EVERYTIME.

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

01224 473 388
WWW.DMCINSULATION.COM | INFO@DMCINSULATION.COM
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ESTATE AGENTS

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE

VALUATION & CONSULTATION
01224 057300
www.remax-aberdeen.net info@remax-aberdeen.net

WESTHILL ABERDEEN
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A FANTASTIC RANGE OF
QUALITY USED CARS, VANS AND 4X4’S
WITH OVER 50 VEHICLES IN STOCK,
YOU’RE SURE TO FIND A GREAT SELECTION
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIFIC?
WE SPECIALISE IN SOURCING VEHICLES FAR AND WIDE
WWW.WESTHILLCARS.CO.UK

MOT’s, SERVICING AND
DIAGNOSTICS
OUR HIGHLY SKILLED TECHNICIANS ARE AVAILABLE TO SERVICE
AND MAINTAIN YOUR CAR TO THE HIGHEST OF STANDARDS
WE ALSO CARRY OUT TYRE FITTING, AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICING AND DIAGNOSTIC FAULT FINDING
CONTACT US ON 01224 744411
EMAIL WESTHILLCARS@BTCONNECT.COM
ENTERPRISE DRIVE, WESTHILL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
WESTHILL, AB32 6TQ
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Storm damage at Carnie Woods
Money is to be made available
immediately from Aberdeen City
Council’s general fund contingency
budget to deal with storm damage
to trees caused by Storms Arwen,
Malik, and Corrie.
The council’s city growth and
resources
committee
on
3rd
February unanimously approved the
move after a motion to committee by
Convener Councillor Ryan Houghton.
Cllr Houghton said: “There was a
tremendous amount of work carried
out by our tree squad and other
council services over the three storms and we appreciate all that was done. It is clear it will
take a considerable amount of time to remove trees and branches along with other remedial
work so additional money from the general fund contingency budget is appropriate at this
time.”
The committee agreed that the money is to be quantified and immediately set aside after
discussions between the Chief Officer of Finance and the Chief Officer of Operations and
Protective Services. It was agreed that at the financial year end, any unused portion of that
sum would continue into the next financial year to enable the work and also to pursue any
Scottish Government or external funding that may become available to assist local authorities
with the additional pressures brought on them by the storms.
During clean-up work Council staff have been alarmed to see that people have been cutting
fallen trees to clear paths through blocked routes. This has been seen in places such as
Carnie Woods, Scotstown Moor Local Nature Reserve and Hazlehead Woods. While the
well-meaning intent behind these actions is understandable, only well-trained and highly
experienced professionals should be working on storm damaged trees. Please do not
attempt to cut paths through fallen or hanging trees; you may not notice the danger to which
you are exposed and might be making the route more dangerous than it was prior to your
activity. Discourage anyone who may be thinking of cutting storm-damaged trees!
Storms are a natural part of life, and though it’s upsetting to see the death of so many
wonderful trees, we should remember that such destruction brings a myriad opportunity
to the natural world. Red squirrels still spiral round pine trees at Carnie Woods, pursuing
each other in territorial squabbles. Blackbirds, robins and other songbirds peck the ground,
searching for seeds and insects dislodged by stormy winds. Dead trees provide new habitats
and food for insect larvae, which in turn could be eaten by woodpeckers hammering holes
to probe for food.
New trees will grow to replace those felled by the storms, and it’s easy to feel the excitement
that spring will soon bring to the woods. Places devastated by the recent storms will take a
long time to recover, but that journey will be vibrant and vivacious, and one we can all take
pleasure in being part of.
Simon Whitworth | Countryside Ranger
Aberdeen City Council
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Includes One to One Support, Yummy

Food options and even a Low-Cost
Maintenance Plan to ensure those
pounds are gone for good!

cafe open at weekends only during winter
(Oct to March)

Call Sharon for more
info on 07858 581055

• Manicure
• Gel Polish

• Pedicure
• Nail Extensions

074 0197 33 99
www.facebook.com/LeeBeaute
24 Fare Park Crescent, AB32 6WH, Weﬆhill
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The Scouthall Playgroup is a very
well-established Playgroup within the
Westhill community.
For over 40 years we have provided fee
paying and funded Early Learning and
Childcare places for children aged 2.5
to 4.5. We have a mature and dedicated
staff team who provide a secure and stimulating environment for children to
play and learn both indoors and out. Our aim is to create an inclusive, family
orientated, welcoming and supportive environment in which children feel happy,
safe and secure.
The Playgroup is committed to offering children a well-supported first step away
from home to begin their educational journey with daily sessions of over 3 hours.
We have limited places still available for children in their anti-preschool year and
may be able to accommodate some younger children too.
For further information please contact us at: Scouthallplaygroup@gmail.com

Need professional photos to market your property, for your
business, a 360 virtual tour or other photos?
Contact me at info@adamcochran.net or scan the QR code below

www.adamcochran.net
Based in Westhill
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SHOWROOM OPEN FOR APPOINTMENTS
PLEASE CALL 01224 854600 FOR MORE INFORMATION

NorDan

YOUR JOURNEY, OUR PROMISE
Timber, glass and aluminium make up the raw materials of our windows
and doors. Which style fits your home the best? Let us guide you through
inward and outward opening products, glazing options, energy efficiency
and the possible combinations of these and other factors. It’s a lot to take
in but we’re here to help and guide you.
After having spent a lot of time at home lately, you might have found
yourself thinking about all of the things you’d like to change in your house,
and we can help you with that. From small extensions to garden rooms and
new builds, our friendly Residential team are here to guide you through
the whole process. From the forest, to our factory, to your family home.
www.nordan.co.uk
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HOMEOWNERS – IMPORTANT NOTICE
In February 2019 the Legislation relating to smoke detection in your home changed.
All domestic properties in Westhill could be affected.
You need to have the following:
• One smoke alarm installed in the room most frequently used for general daytime
living purposes.
• One smoke alarm in every circulation space on each storey, such as hallway and
landing.
• One heat alarm installed in every kitchen.
• All fire alarms are to be ceiling mounted and must be interlinked.
• Carbon monoxide detectors are to be fitted where there are carbon fuelled
appliances (such as boilers, fires, open fires, heaters, stoves or a flue).
The Regulations come into effect in February 2022.
For a free survey and quotation, please contact:
Cumming Fire & Security Ltd
01467 643917 or email cfs.ltd@dial.pipex.com
For Peace of Mind in your Home – contact us now

APC PROPERTY SERVICES
All Roofing/Pointing/Granite work
Walls/Slabbing/Decking/Fencing/Tree work
Bathrooms/Interior-Exterior painting
Est 2007
Fully Insured & Disclosure Scotland approved
Local tradesmen – References supplied
Contact Rob/Derek – 07761 975225 or 01224 749159
Craigston Cottage, Kingswells, AB15 8RJ
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Looking to rent out your property?
Here at Belvoir Aberdeen our highly skilled and
knowledgeable team are on hand to talk through
the options we have available for you.
Contact us today:
Phone: 01224 645707
Email: Aberdeen@Belvoir.co.uk
Web: www.Belvoir.co.uk/aberdeen
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Hope you are well and enjoying the new "SensationALL Space"
inclusive playpark! The slide will be opening shortly, and thanks to
Tesco Community Grants the installation of 2 new interactive play
panels.
Our thanks also to Fairhurst and Nicol of Skene for their support
with the project.
Thank you for respecting the space and helping us with the litter,
the park is solely run and maintained by volunteers and staff so
please help us keep it clean and in good order for years to come!

Team SensationALL are taking part again in this years Kiltwalk,
and we would love you to join us! Every penny raised gets
topped up 50% by Sir Tom Hunter - making this a vital
fundraising opportunity for the charity.
Commit to fundraising £100 for us and we provide a paid place,
t-shirt and our famous pink tartan socks!
Contact events@sensationall.org.uk if you'd like more information
or a code to sign up!
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1st Skene Girls’ Brigade
We had a prolonged break during Christmas and New Year, after our Movie
Night, due to restrictions, but restarted on 24th January.
We have no waiting list so if you have a girl P1-S6 who is interested please do
not hesitate to call (Captain) Fiona Cumming on 07792 471199.

WESTHILL BOWLING CLUB
It’s the time of year when the days are getting slightly longer, spring flowers
are beginning to poke through the ground and perhaps we can dare to dream
of the better days that lie ahead. My spirits are always lifted when I see that first
yellow swathe of daffodils reminding me of our yellow club shirts that we will soon be wearing
on the bowling green.
For the bowling club the winter, so far, has been kind. The winter storms, Arwen, Malik and
Corrie have deposited small amounts of debris blown from the surrounding trees onto the
green but nothing of any significance. More importantly for us was that we had no snow and
frost to contend with so the grass has seemed to flourish over the winter and will soon need
its first cut of the year.
All being well, Russell Milne, our president for the 2022 season, will preside over the opening
of the green for play on Saturday 16th April. There after we are straight into a busy schedule
of bowling. The Bon Accord fours and triples leagues start on the following Friday continuing
through until August. Trials for selection for Bon Accord teams take place the same week
end and on the 30th April we have a friendly challenge match against Dyce Bowling Club,
the scene of our magnificent Top 10 win in 2021. It will be a pleasure to go back there again
and renew old friendships.
On the subject of the Top 10, our long anticipated, Covid delayed, clash with Abbey View
Bowling Club of Dunfermline, the West Fife Association champions, is on Sunday 15th May
at 2pm. Feel free to come along and cheer us on from the side. We would appreciate any
support that you can bring and you will be made most welcome. The way the competition
draw works out, should we defeat Abbey View and progress to the next round, we would
have another home game the following week and again the following week. But let us not get
ahead of ourselves. One game at a time, but it is an exciting prospect.
But bowling is not just for the players interested in top competitions. It’s a sport that appeals
to different people for different reasons regardless of age or fitness levels. Outdoor exercise,
company, friendship as well as competitive or not so competitive sport are only some of the
reasons people play.
If you want to join us for the coming season please we offer an introductory membership fee
for 2022 of £42.50 for adults and £7.50 for juniors (under 18). We also have special rates for
people in full time education.
If anyone would like to come and join us and be part of our ongoing story of bowling in the
Westhill area please do not hesitate to get in touch by e mail robert.mutch@btinternet.com
or telephone 07562 696193.
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Stuart Grassick

General Builder, Westhill

Stonework

Roughcasting

Extensions

Patios/paving

Concrete work

Drainage

Underpinning

Floor tiling

Hard and soft landscaping

Tel: 01224 741380

Mob: 07484 125143

E-mail: stuart.grassick@hotmail.com

aandm

Complete Bathroom and
Kitchen Installation
Plumbing I Joinery
Plastering I Tiling
All work is fully guaranteed and covered
by public liability insurance

Call Martin on 07825788012
Email: aandmbathrooms@yahoo.co.uk
www.aandmbathrooms.com
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Hugh Will Property Maintenance
All types of building work and property maintenance undertaken including extensions, garages,
wood burning stove and fire place installation, pointing, harling, slating, repairs, ground work, etc.
If you would like a free estimate so you can get your building project started
then please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Hugh.
Call: 07791 804278 or 01224 733423 • Email: h.will251@btinternet.com

“Very happy with the job that Hugh has done for us. We now have a lovely patio and
beautiful dry-stone wall. All the work was completed to an excellent standard, with no mess or hassle.
I would certainly recommend Hugh to potential future clients.”
David H, Peterculter

SOOYANG DO MARTIAL ART
WESTHILL – SKENE – CULTER –
KEMNAY – INVERURIE
Full Sooyang Do or specialised
self-defence classes
All classes led by Dave Bremner,
an experienced martial artist in
traditional aspects as well as the
sporting side of this way of life
Juniors 5–11/12
Adult/senior classes – 11/12 to no upper age limit
For more class information contact
dbmartialarts28@gmail.com or 07970 188825
New class intake for both Westhill and Skene
from beginning of March. No nonsense – no gimmicks martial art classes
taught by experienced and fully certified instructors
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Westhill Library News
There’s an app for everything these days – including your library!
Download the Spydus Mobile app to manage your library accounts. Search for
and reserve books, renew your loans, save lists of favourite items for later and see
recommendations for you. Use your phone camera to scan an ISBN when you’re out
and about to check if Aberdeenshire Libraries have a copy and make a reservation.
Libby’s extensive range of eBooks, eAudiobooks and eMagazines are free to download
to your tablet or other device. With over 3200 magazines you’ll be spoiled for choice.
Browse books for adults and kids by author, title or subject – there’s something for every
taste. Libby is great for taking on holiday or just for every day.
PressReader is an international digital news stand which gives you free access to 7,000
of the world’s leading newspapers and magazines from more than 100 countries. These
include national and international newspapers such as The Guardian, The Washington
Post, Le Monde and, of course, the Press and Journal and Evening Express! Relax with
magazines and comics such as Good Food, Top Gear and The Beano.
With Princh, it is now possible to print wirelessly from any mobile device, tablet or
laptop from home or at the library. Just print, pay online or in the library and pick up your
items. You can send your print jobs at any time from any place.
To access these services from the comfort of your home all you need to do is
register with us to get your borrower number and PIN. See all the details at www.
LiveLifeAberdeenshire/libraries. If you prefer something more low tech, you’ll find plenty
of books and a friendly face in the library.
For details of our opening times and to see what’s going on at the library visit the Live
Life Aberdeenshire website or follow us on Facebook.
We hope to see you soon!

SCAFFOLD TOWER FOR HIRE
The Westhill Residents’ Association purchased a scaffold tower for erecting the
Christmas lights. The tower is available for hire to Westhill residents. The platform
working height is 2.73m.
Charges are £15 per day for 1 to 2 days, then £5 per day for each additional day, or £45
for one week. Transportation available at £10 each way.
For more information and to book the scaffold, call/text David Ritchie on 07989 637461.
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WECC COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND
The current Westhill Bulletin business model has allowed WECC to generate
surpluses from advertising revenues over production costs. From 2011 WECC has
chosen to make some of these surplus funds available as donations to local voluntary
groups as finances allow, and around £37,000 has been donated to a wide range of
groups over these last 10 years.
The next round of donations for this year will be
considered in May 2022. Closing date for applications
is 6th May. See https://westhillelrick.org/peoplemake-a-place/donations/ for Guidance Notes and the
Application form or contact treasurerwecc@gmail.
com.
At the February 2022 round members agreed to make
donations to the Tennis Club, Scouthall Playgroup
and Skene School Parent Council.
This time last year a donation was made to the
Westhill Men’s Shed for them to purchase a hydraulic
bench. Here is a photo of it in operation with the guys
working on a lawnmower.

BILL’S GARDENING CORNER
Looks like tough times ahead. What a strange winter – damaging winds, hard frosts
then almost summer sunshine, but we gardeners just get on with the work in hand like
making your own pots from old papers, using them to line trays and shelves; stop and
think before you throw things out. What can I do with this? I bet you will find a use.
Other things to get on with are chitting your first early potatoes, raking the lawn to
prepare it for fresh seed. If you have a dog, save the loose hair and put it in a flower
pot on its side beside a bird feeding area, the birds will use it to line their nests. If you
have an old outside table, give it a good clean then paint it with a mix of old paint,
gives the table a new look. Bubble wrap is very handy for lots of things in the gardencover a crack in the greenhouse and to cover and keep pots dry. Some fairy liquid in
a spray bottle can be used for washing off greenfly on plants. So remember you don’t
have to buy new, just repair and make do.
Happy gardening!
Bill Loudon
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OFFICE SPACE  MEETING ROOMS  HOT DESK
VIRTUAL OFFICE  SHORT LEASES  AFFORDABLE  PARKING
PROFESSIONAL RECEPTION SERVICES

FLEXIBLE TO YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS

Call Angela on T: 01224 766900  M: 07581 218305  E: angela.ritchie@blueskybs.com
Westpoint House, Arnhall Business Park, Prospect Road, Westhill, AB32 6FJ

20% Discount
Off food and beverage
on presentation of
this voucher
Valid from 2nd January 2022
to 30th April 2022
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Supporting families
through all of life’s
performances.
We help clients achieve their full
financial promise, whatever the future
may hold.
•
•
•
•

Savings & Investments
Tax Planning
Pensions & Retirement Planning
Estate Planning

4 Kingshill Park, Venture Drive
Arnhall Business Park
Westhill, AB32 6FL
Tel: 01224 432 227
info@acumenfp.com
acumenfp.com

Acumen Financial Planning Limited is authorised & regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. FCA number 218745 Tax planning and
tax advice is not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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Your local registered installer: T&M Slating
Telephone: 01224 634826
Mobile: 07770 872100
Email: barry.tmslating@gmail.com

mr.gardenerltd@gmail.com
www.mrgardener.ltd.co.uk
+44 7889 911942
Our services include (but are not limited to!):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grass Cutting and Lawn Care
Weeding
Lawn Restoration & Turf Laying
Watering System & Irrigation Installation
Plant Selection
Tree & Hedge Trimming and Pruning
Soil Preparation & Restoration
Garden Mulching
Garden Clean Ups
Fencing
Composite and Wooden Decking
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Driveways
Patios
Pathways
Artificial Grass Laying
Driveway and Pathway
Cleaning
Water Pressure Cleaning
Winter Driveway/Pathway
Maintenance
Gutter Cleaning
House Exterior Cleaning

Westhill Tennis Club
As the winter starts to ease off, we hope the new season will offer an interrupted spell of
play on the courts at Denman Park. We have been amazed how busy the courts have been
over the last two years with record membership numbers and hope many will re-join again
this season.
At our AGM in November, the club appointed John Purcell as chair and John Kettle as
secretary. Thanks to both for stepping up into these crucial roles.
Our 2022/23 membership will start from 1st April 2022 but we welcome membership
applications at any time. The fees for the year ahead were set at the AGM:
Our early bird rate will be in place until the end of March and prices will be frozen from last
year: Family – £150; Adult – £75; Student – £35; Juniors – £28 (11-17 years); Minis – £15
(10 or under on 31st March 2022).
From April 1, annual membership fees will be: Family – £160; Senior – £80; Student – £40;
Junior – £30 (11-17 years); Minis – £16 (10 or under on 31st March 2022).
Benefits of membership include:
• Free court time for members with online booking sheet
• Social tennis evenings for adults on Mondays & Thursdays from 7.00pm and Saturday
afternoons from 2.00pm
• Competitive tennis in the North District leagues, both men’s and ladies’ teams
• Opportunities to play in social leagues playing against other local clubs
• Coaching opportunities for all members and organised coaching sessions for minis and
juniors from a qualified coach
• Entry to the Wimbledon Ticket Ballot
• Social events throughout the season
Throughout the last two years, the courts have been limited to members only due to
COVID-19 and the administration of tracking court usage. This remains the policy for now
so our ‘Pay and Play’ function will be on hold. However, we will keep monitoring the situation.
If you have any questions, please get in touch:
Email: westhilltennisclub@outlook.com Facebook: www.facebook.com/westhilltennisclub
Website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/WesthillLawnTennisClub

John S. Findlater (Skene) Ltd
General Blacksmiths – Sitework – Gates & Railings – Free Estimates
jsfindlaterltd@btconnect.com

Tel: 01224 743214
Gairloch, Skene, Westhill, Aberdeenshire AB32 6YJ
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Larg/Broadstraik Park
Open Spaces are vital in any community for a variety of reasons. For example
they encourage healthy lifestyles and well-being, improve visual appearance in the
community, enhance the opportunities for biodiversity and wildlife and can mitigate
against the effects of climate change and reduce flooding.
We are interested in how the park in Elrick, frequently referred to as Larg or
Broadstraik Park, is currently being used in order that we might think about current
and potential future use and influence any changes that might enhance it.
If you could spare a few minutes, we would be grateful if you could complete a short
survey accessed through the link or QR code below.
This survey is undertaken by members of Westhill and Elrick Community Council
and may encourage agencies associated with the park to undertake any positive
changes identified.
If you think that you may be interested in contributing further or to be kept informed
of progress then please leave an email address or phone number at the end of the
form to allow us to contact you.
https://hutton.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0ArdFN2QkKHdVQi

Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/groups/westhillelrickparks
The park may be visited virtually here https://ardstane.com/LargPark/.

YOU CAN
ADVERTISE IN THIS
SPACE FOR £32

E.G. MCLEAN ELECTRICAL
Self-employed electrician local to
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire
providing a variety of electrical services.
E.G. McLean Electrical is committed to
providing a high quality and reliable service.

contact
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com

Contact – Phone: 07703 782318
Email: egmcleanelectrical@gmail.com
Facebook: E.G. McLean Electrical
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Garden design
Full garden renovations
Garden maintenance
Decking

Fencing
Patios
Artiﬁcial grass installation
Turﬁng

From small jobs like sewing on badges,
hemming jeans and trousers,
to altering long dresses or
taking up curtains

CALL 07972890937
M: 07495 872144 E: sewswiftwesthill@gmail.com
www.sew-swift.co.uk

CUMMING FIRE & SECURITY LTD
Tel: 07817 749943
Email: cfs.ltd@dial.pipex.com
FREE ADVICE & QUOTATIONS
EVENING SURVEYS AVAILABLE
• Intruder Alarm Systems – wired or wireless

• Portable Appliance Testing

• Fire Alarm Systems – wired or wireless

• CCTV & Door Entry Systems

• Fire Extinguishers & Blankets

• EICR Testing

• Electrical Work – all types

• Covid-19 Compliance

• Smoke & Heat Alarms (New Regulations)

• Safety Signs & Equipment

For Peace of Mind at Work or Home
– Call Us Now
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Hello Spring
LET YOUR HAIR BLOOM

www.westwithstyle.co.uk

Unit 6 Ashdale drive, Westhill, Aberdeenshire, AB32 6LP tel: 01224 741313
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"Let us create your
Dream Bathroom"

www.nycbathrooms.co.uk
01224 587300
sales@nycbathrooms.co.uk

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:
214 HARDGATE
ABERDEEN
AB10 6AA
NYCBATHROOMS.CO.UK
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NYC BATHROOMS

We’re Hiring!

DAVID MASSIE
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SERVICES LTD
(OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE)
All joinery work undertaken
Stairs, Doors & Windows:
Manufacture & Fitting

Registered Charity SC006884

We are looking for fully qualified, Early Years
Practitioners to fill the following roles:

Tel: 01330 811906
Mobile: 07816 596541
davidmassiecjs@gmail.com

• Relief staff for ad-hoc cover (term time)
• Lead Practitioner to work Tuesdays, Thursdays,
and Fridays (term time) from 08:30-12:30

FREE ESTIMATES

Please contact denmanpgcommittee@hotmail.com
for further information

We have over 30 years’ experience working with individual and corporate clients on a
number of small, medium and large architectural projects throughout the north east

∙ Free initial consultation ∙ Full design service
∙ Building consents obtained
∙ Extensions and alterations ∙ Conversions ∙ New builds
Tel: 01224 782035 Mob: 07783 148045
Email: info@groundwaterdesign.co.uk
41 Bracken Road Portlethen AB12 4TA
www.groundwaterdesign.co.uk
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WESTDYKE LEISURE CENTRE
4 WESTDYKE AVENUE, WESTHILL
TEL: 01224 743098

EMAIL: westdykeleisure@gmail.com
FACEBOOK: Westdyke Leisure Centre
Mini-Kindergym
A fun and stimulating parent and child exercise class for children aged 12–24 months.
Developed to encourage toddlers’ co-ordination and social skills. Stimulating equipment
is used including a ball pool, soft play, climbing frame, trampoline, parachute, etc.
Friday: 9.30-10.15am (crèche available) & 10.30-11.15am
Kindergym
An exciting, structured class for children aged 2+ to encourage co-ordination, balance,
confidence, social skills, etc. A large range of stimulating and challenging equipment
including beams, a climbing frame, jumping box, trampoline, parachute, etc.
Wednesday: 1.00-1.45pm, 2.00-2.45pm (crèche available)
Thursday: 9.30-10.15am, 10.30-11.15am & 1.00-1.45pm (crèche available)
Jumping Jacks
An exciting, imaginative, structured class for pre-school children who
attend on their own. Classes help to develop children’s co-ordination,
concentration, balance, basic gymnastic moves, etc.
Tuesday: 10.00-10.45am, 1.00-1.45pm & 2.00-2.45pm
Indoor Bowling
For both beginners and experienced players. Monday 1.30-3.00pm
ALL CHILDREN’S CLASSES ARE LED BY QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED COACHES
OUTSIDE LETS INCLUDE:
Westdyke Community Club, Pilates, GCRA, Sooyang Do, Men’s Indoor Football,
Early Learning Football, Sew Swift, Lads Club Amateurs, Zumba Gold,
City of Aberdeen Gymnastics, Rugby Tots, AAC and Qigong
DENMAN PRESCHOOL
Monday-Friday 8.45am-2.00pm Age 2.5–4 years
Our qualified staff run a warm and welcoming playgroup offering a
fun environment catering for each child’s individual needs
Where possible please like our Facebook page to keep up to date with latest info
For any more information, please email us: westdykeleisure@gmail.com
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SOUTH WEST ABERDEENSHIRE
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU (SWACAB)
In November 2021 after 14 years of service we wished outgoing Bureau Manager,
Eveline Crossan, the best of luck for a long and happy retirement and welcomed our
new Chief Officer, Heather Arni to the bureau.
December marked the start of Citizens Advice Scotland Big
Energy Saving Winter campaign. Launching the campaign
at Westhill Shopping Centre, our Energy Advisers spent
time providing general information about saving costs and
keeping warm.
Winter is a time that many of us are feeling worried about
energy bills, prices have gone up but for lots of us our
incomes have stayed the same or even fallen.
As well as specialist Energy Advice, we provide our generalist service of Benefits, Debt and
Money, Housing, Employment, Utilities, Health and Community, Consumer, Legal, Immigration
and Asylum, Financial and Charitable support, Family and relationships, Tax processes and
Travel and Holidays, also a range of specialist advice services including:
• Pensionwise: if you have a defined contribution pension, you’re over 50 and are considering
retirement, call the Pensionwise helpline on 0800 383944 for your free appointment with a
trained Pensionwise Guidance Officer who will help you to understand what your overall
financial situation will be when you retire and talk through your options to help you make the
right decision.
• The Gambling Support Service: provides training to recognise gambling harms for front line
staff working with families, young people and vulnerable adults, to support money advisers
who are dealing with client gambling debts and to provide a pathway to help for those seeking
assistance with problem gambling.
• Budgeting: our Budgeting Adviser will be pleased to help you maximise your income and take
an independent view of your weekly/monthly/annual spend and suggest ways in which you can
save money.
Our services are free, confidential, independent and impartial, if you need advice, information or
guidance, or have a few hours to spare each week and are thinking of volunteering, call us on
01224 747714; email: enquiries@swacab.org.uk, or contact us through our website on www.
swacab.org.uk.

JOGSCOTLAND WESTHILL
JogScotland has recently been running a promotional
campaign to let people know that we have something for
everyone. You might want to start running but don’t know how,
or are nervous about running alone. You might be someone
who used to run but have lost the habit. You might have signed up for a race and need some
buddies to help keep motivating you while you’re training. Here at JogScotland Westhill, we have
members who tick all those boxes and have groups to cater for all paces and levels of experience.
We meet twice a week on a Monday and Thursday at 6:30pm and we’re always ready to welcome
new members.
So if this sounds like it’s for you, send an email to jogscotlandwesthill@gmail.com and we’ll be in
touch to let you know how to join the club.
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Chris Western
Heating, Plumbing
& Servicing

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE ENGINEERS

3 ANDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN AB24 4LR

Tel: 01224 488865

SPARES AND REPAIRS TO MOST
MAJOR MAKES OF APPLIANCES

Specialising in all types of Heating,
Plumbing & Ventilation work

Washing Machines, Tumble Driers, Dishwashers,
Cookers, Microwaves,
Vacuum Cleaners, etc.

Oil & Gas Boiler Servicing, Repair,
Installation & Commissioning Work
Gas Safe Registered for
Commercial & Domestic Work
No job too big or too small
I have 30 years experience
in the industry

Whether they are large or small,
Lister does them ALL

enquiries_cwhps@yahoo.com

07462 333668 | 01224 744953

email: KJLISTER@BTCONNECT.com
web: www.listerelectrical.co.uk
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It’s crunch time to
get the most from this
year’s tax allowances
Don’t let anything go to waste. Use by 5th April

MARK MCCUE MA (Hons)
Chartered FCSI

Director

MCCUE WEALTH MANAGEMENT LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

01224 745200 | 07596 196084
mark.mccue@sjpp.co.uk
www.mccuewealthmanagement.co.uk

The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from taxation, can
change at any time and are dependent on individual circumstances.
The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group's wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group's website
www.sjp.co.uk/products. The 'St. James's Place Partnership' and the titles 'Partner' and 'Partner Practice' are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives.

SJP11763f V4 (01/22)
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3 miles from Westhill on the
B9119 Aberdeen to Tarland road
www.garlogieinn.com

BREAKFAST SERVED DAILY FROM 9.30AM
FOOD SERVED ALL DAY
LUNCH • AFTERNOON TEA • HIGH TEAS • TAKEAWAY
KIDS OUTSIDE PLAY AREA • AMPLE CAR PARKING
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR RESERVATIONS
NOW BEING TAKEN ON 01224 743212
Visit us @ www.garlogieinn.com
We are on Facebook and Instagram
Family owned and operated by
the Quinn family since 1986

its

PS

Fire & Security

Property Solutions

Security, CCTV and fire systems

Need a hand?

Over 25 years experience

Painting and decorating

Residential, commercial or trade

Furniture assembly

Competitive prices

Carpentry and joinery

Peace of mind starts here

Plumbing and electrical

call Jeremy on 07706 096079

Westhill: 0845 388 8138
8138                 enquiries.
                 enquiries.its
its@gmail.com
@gmail.com
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Services
Every Sunday at 10.30am – Morning
Worship
Our services are all shown online for
anyone who can’t come along in person.

If you need assistance of any
kind you can contact our team by
calling Sandra on 07484 603593
or email sandramcgregor@
westhillcommunitychurch.org

Please join us on YouTube. Search for
Westhill Community Church and you can
see all of our online services plus tune in
on Sunday for the latest one! We’d love to
see you there!

Our Food Bank is also open and you
can access this by calling the team on
07379 836380 or email foodbank@
westhillcommunitychurch.org

www.westhillcommunitychurch.org

We appreciate it’s hard to ask for help
but please don’t suffer in silence.
If you need assistance just call.
Your call will be treated in confidence
with great love and care.
Our café is back open 10am–3pm
Wednesday to Saturday and we are so
excited to see you! Please check our
Facebook page for updates and exciting
new additions to our menu.

Youth Activities
Check on our website or get in touch
with our Youth Pastor, Daniel.ferguson@
westhillcommunitychurch.org
to find out more!

Room Hire – It may be possible to hire our
rooms in accordance with any Government
guidelines. Please check our website or email
bookings@westhillcommunitychurch.org
for more information.

Office Hours
Hours may vary currently. You can call
our office on 01224 737380 or email
office@westhillcommunitychurch.org
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ABERDEEN INDOOR BOWLING CLUB

Summerhill Road Aberdeen AB15 6EE www.aberdeenindoor.com
Telephone 01224 313961 | email: a.i.b.c@btconnect.com
This 12 Rink Private Members Club opened in 1963 and currently has 1500 members
Open all year from 08.30am to 10.30pm (apart from Sunday’s during the summer months)
The Club has a Restaurant, Coffee Shop, Bar and Bowls Shop
Numerous league and knockout competitions are held during the year
Facilities for Disabled and Blind Bowlers
Members are welcome to bring guests to the club
Fees: Full Member £70.00 | Concessionary £32.50
Social Members £35.00 | Junior Members £10.00

Handmade Hair Accessories
Scrunchies. Hairclips.
Hairbands. Elastics.
Hairbobbles. Barrettes.
from £2.50

FlowerGirl87Ltd
07806 771052
Westhill

Trudi C. Deans

Foot Health Practitioner

Collection and Drop Off
Weekly, Fortnightly or Ad Hoc
Normally 24 hour turn around

DipCFHP MPS Practitioner

Home Visiting Practice
Call for an appointment in the
comfort of your own home.

Call Gail on 07855 793309
g.milne@talktalk.net

Tel: 07598 382597
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Westhill Walkers
Open to all no matter what your age or ability
We finally seem to getting back to a slightly more normal situation with our walks on alternate
Sundays in that we have a published programme for the next few months. Previously the next walk
was only decided a couple of weeks in advance. You will find the programme on our website www.
westhillwalkers.org. Scroll down to the bottom to link to the programme. Due to the requirements of
Track and Trace we still have to reserve a place rather than just turning up. The website is still a work
in progress so sadly, the photos on the upcoming events page will not be locations featuring on the
programme!
Recent walks have included a Boxing Day walk from Bridge of Don to Fittie and back, Barmekin Hill
from Dunecht Estate, Clashmach Hill near Huntly and a circular route from Inverbervie to Gourdon,
Benholm and back to Inverbervie. Many thanks to the leaders of these walks.
Sadly an attempt at a Christmas Dinner/walking weekend at Glen Prosen Hostel was sabotaged by
Storm Arwen but we hope that we will soon be able organise another of our highly popular weekends
away. We also hope to have a summer solstice walk on the 19th June.
We have gained several new members and anyone interested in joining us will be made very welcome
to our friendly informal group. For more information please see our web site for our programme, walks
blog and contact details (westhillwalkers@gmail.com) and our Facebook page for updates and photos.
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
WESTHILL OPEN AWARD GROUP
Contact Katie, Paul and the team of volunteers at
WesthillDoE@aol.co.uk or look online at www.WesthillDoE.co.uk
We are delighted to report that we will soon be offering the Youth Achievement Awards
through Aberdeenshire Council. All our volunteers are already registered youth workers
with the Council so that smooths the process. We are currently adapting as leaders to the
YAA and plan to be up and running late April. It’s likely we will limit numbers this first year
and the levels we can offer but we will scale up as soon as we can.
For the YAA, participants set their own challenges – four or more each at least 10 hours
activity – which is evidenced in a portfolio. There are printable booklets downloadable from:
https://www.youthscotland.org.uk/awards/youth-achievement-awards/.
Portfolios are submitted for assessment to the SQA and feature alongside participant’s
school examination results. All activities follow a Plan-Do-Review cycle which our leaders
will support them with along the way. This table gives an overview of the YAA Framework.
Award Criteria
Level

Minimum
Age

Minimum
Hours

Minimum
Responsibility

SCQF
Level

Bronze

14

60

Taking Part

4

7

Silver

14

90

Assisting

5

11

Gold

14

120

Leading

6

14

135

Peer
Education

7

16

Platinum

16

SCQF Credit
Points

Meanwhile,
remember we can
still help you finish
off your current
Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award level so get
in touch if you need
any help.

Westhill and District Gardening Club

The Westhill & District Gardening Club is anticipating a full syllabus this year, subject to covid
regulations and restrictions. We meet on the third Wednesday from September through to
May in the Lounge at Trinity Church, Westhill Drive, starting at 7.30pm and visitors are very
welcome.
The Club eventually held their postponed AGM on 16th February, those who were unable to
attend are reminded that the annual subscriptions are now due.
Future Dates and Topics for your diary are:
16th March 2022 – Simon Whitworth, Aberdeen Ranger, will give a talk on Bonsai
20th April 2022 – Verity Walters, Scotland’s Open Garden Scheme, will talk on the Scheme’s
Yellow Book and some of the gardens involved
18th May 2022 – Jim Fiddes, local historian and author, will give a talk entitled ‘A Walk along
the Old Skene Road’
If anyone would like more information about the club please email us at: westhillgardenclub@
gmail.com
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WESTHILL CHOI KWANG DO

The Oven Valet

hello@westhillckd.org
@westhillckd

Oven Cleaners

Crush your fitness goals while
learning how to protect yourself

Doing the jobs you hate!
Bringing the sparkle back to your oven
Using Non Toxic, Non Caustic Products in Your Home

£50
new starters offer covers your….
first year annual membership, uniform, all classes up
to and including your first grading.

ly
nd Tuesday 18:00 - 19:00 Family Class
e
i
fr
al Tuesday 19:00 - 20:30 Adult Class
m
r
o Thursday 18:00 - 19:00 Family Class
inf
Thursday 19:00 - 19:45 Adult Class
n
fu
Saturday 10:00 - 11:00 Family Class

01330 823079
07920 483233

Ashdale Hall, Westhill Drive, Westhill, AB32 6FY
Also, reduced monthly membership rates available for
Offshore/Rotational/Shift Workers
please ask for details.

E: info@theovenvalet.com
www.theovenvalet.com

www.westhillckd.org

CITY & SHIRE
DOMESTICS
LIMITED
LOW CALL-OUT
CHARGE
Domestic Appliance Repairs
and Installations
35 years experience
Prompt and Reliable Service
All makes and models
Washing Machines, Cookers,
Driers, Fridges, etc

www.cityandshiredomestics.co.uk
Tel:
07926 582844

Email:
chill10@sky.com
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DOG WALKING & PET SERVICES

EST.SINCE 2010

All breeds welcomed
Puppy visits, group and
individual walks available
Fully insured
References available from existing
customers
Professional, reliable and flexible service covering
Westhill and surrounding areas

01330 833904
07713 148212

moiralmackenzie@hotmail.co.uk

GB Tiling Services
Free Estimates
Guaranteed customer
satisfaction and all work
finished to a high standard
All aspects of work undertaken
including: ceramic, porcelain,
slate, marble and mosaic, etc…
Mobile: 07706 343362
Little Brodiach Cottage, Kingswells,
Aberdeen AB15 8PD
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As our thoughts turn to spring and summer activities and more relaxing of social restrictions, what better
way to enjoy the nicer weather and outdoor freedom than to cycle around the beautiful Aberdeenshire
countryside right here on our doorstep.
Getting hold of a new or second-hand bike has been challenging over the last couple of years, with
disruption to supply chains in the bike industry since the start of the pandemic, but there are signs of
improvement and we should see more bikes reaching retail shops, but we shouldn’t expect full recovery
for some time yet.
With literally hundreds of different models on the market, it can be genuinely hard to know where to
start looking for a new bike, whether that be your first one or to replace an ageing machine. The first
question to ask yourself is, how much do you want to spend and what do you want to use the bike for?
As with many sports the choice can be intimidating; do you need a Road, Mountain, Hybrid/Commuter,
Cyclocross, Touring, Folding or Electric bike? The following tips should help you reach the right decision.
•
•
•
•
•

Take your time – establish what type of cycling you will be doing
Set your budget
Gather information and ask for advice
Don’t pay for features you don’t need – and don’t miss out on any that you do
Take a test ride – getting the correct size of bike will avoid future aches and
pains

Your local bike shop can offer you help to make this decision, also, within the Westhill Bike Club we
have many members who can share their experience of upgrading to a better model or maybe have a
used bike to start you off if you’re a beginner.
Club Rides – Organised club rides for all members usually start from the Westhill Community Church on
Old Skene Road, full details of all rides are posted on our club Facebook page with a summary below:
• Tuesday Evening Social – For all abilities, usually split into smaller groups
• Tuesday Evening Training – For those who like a bit more speed and distance
• Thursday Beginners – For newer cyclists and those who like a more leisurely pace
• Sunday Morning Social – For all abilities (no one gets left behind and always a café stop for cake)
We also have impromptu rides, such as Saturday Social and Friday Cake Run – open to all club
members. We are actively looking for new members, why not come along for a “taster” session,
complete beginners and experienced cyclists welcome.
As your local cycling club, we will continue to represent the interests of cyclists to increase and improve
cycling infrastructure in this area. If you have
any suggestions or comments on local
cycling, please do let us know. If you are
already a club member, we look forward to
welcoming you back for some social cycling,
if you’re not a member and would like to be,
please do get in touch.
info@westhillbikeclub.org
www.westhillbikeclub.org
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Charity No. SC017801

Despite the rise in Omicron, plus three storms, we have been pleased that scouting activities have
been able to continue over the last few months without disruption.
Our various sections have carried out community bulb
planting, constructed Christmas trees out of pioneering poles,
undertaken walks around Westhill including Arnhall Moss.
There have been haggis hurls, Burns nights’ galore, egg
spaceships, armpit fudge plus a bowling night in Inverurie
and an excellent evening at the newly refurbished Aberdeen
Science Centre.
Lots of badges have been worked on and achieved including
emergency aid, disability awareness, health badge,
communicator badge plus work towards Challenge award
badges.
On the run up to Christmas, families were asked to
consider donating items to the local foodbanks and the
Abernecessities charity in lieu of our annual fundraising
Soup n Santa event. Thanks to the generosity of our
families, we were able to deliver 45kg of food to the
Aberdeenshire North (Trussell Trust) Food Bank, a similar
volume to the Westhill Community Church Foodbank and
a car full of essentials to Abernecessities. Thank you to
those who contributed.
We were saddened by the passing of Mrs Carole Hall who was previously our Group Secretary,
and then HQ treasurer. Our thoughts are with Norman and the family at this time.
We were delighted to receive a grant from the Jo Walters Trust. Jo Walters was a newly qualified
teacher with an enthusiasm for the outdoors, who tragically died in a cycling accident. The
Trust in her name supports cycling safety initiatives and helps promote outdoor education in
Aberdeenshire. The grant allowed us to purchase hike stoves that use different fuels, cooking
pots of different finishes and shelters that are light weight or quick-use. With our three Scout
Troops and an Explorer unit, the new equipment will benefit nearly 100 youngsters to gain further
#SkillsForLife through outdoor expeditions. Our thanks again to the Jo Walters Trust.
We are also received fantastic news that, following a rigorous selection process, two of our
youngsters have been selected to attend the 25th
World Scout Jamboree in South Korea in August
2023. There they will meet 40,000 Scouts from over
100 countries across the world to: ‘Think big. Dream
wild. Act together.’ There may be some fundraising
activities held over the next 18 months and your
support will be appreciated.
To keep up to date with our latest news or to apply to our
waiting list, see our website www.1stwesthillscouts.
co.uk.

88

Bothy 57’s ambition is to create a welcoming
outside shelter on the neighbouring site of a
former garage.
We anticipate that you will enjoy a weekly
home bake and coffee at this Kirkton of Skene
destination, along the footpath from Westhill
and Elrick. So, if you have any suggestions or
comments on the idea of an outside shelter, please
email us at bothy57skene@gmail.com.
Bothy 57’s beverages, home-made soup, hot food, scrumptious home
bakes, soft drinks and ice cream are served both from the door and inside,
heated by the log burning stove. Jill and Steve look forward to sharing a
warm welcome.

Open Tuesday to Sunday, 6 days a week
All are welcome
Working with the Echt and Skene Community Council, we attempt to
mitigate the occasional flooding at 3 places on the footpath to Westhill.
We’re making some progress. However, we prioritise a result if more
people can log any flooding on https://online.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/apps/
roadfaults/ thank you. Generally, if anyone would like to get involved with
this then please email contact@echtandskenecc.co.uk.
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ALL ELECTRICAL DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL
INTRUDER ALARMS
& CCTV
FIRE ALARMS
& TRAINING

SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION
SOLAR POWER STORAGE
BATTERY STORAGE
EV CHARGE POINT
INSTALLATIONS

OLEV

Approved
Installer

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

T 01224 518418 M 07708 444040 E info@i-protech.co.uk www.i-protech.co.uk

VAT E
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Gutters!!!
WE FIT
WINDOWS
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Cleaned
Repaired
Replaced

Harling
Guttering
Pointing
PVC Cladding

from
£25
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FREE
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ESTABLISHED AND TRUSTED IN ABERDEEN FOR OVER 30 YEARS

CALL 07399 432348
Aberdeen Slating Services Flat Roof Cladding Company
1 CAIRNVIEW CRESCENT, ABERDEEN, AB16 5DR
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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Nursery
Bridges................................. 01224 744741
Childcare Info....................... 0800 2983330
Playgroups
Scout Hall............................. 01224 742059
Denman Preschool............... 07727 617627
Pharmacy, Lloyds – Shops..... 01224 742742
Pharmacy, Lloyds – Surgery... 01224 279489
Police (non emergency).......................... 101
Post Office (Shops)................ 01224 740858
Post Office (Ind Est)............... 01224 740010
Primary Schools
Crombie................................ 01224 472905
Elrick.................................... 01224 472910
Skene................................... 01224 472915
Westhill................................. 01224 472900
Secondary School, Academy. 01224 087850
Scouts.................................... 01224 746773
Swimming Pool....................... 01224 472872
Tennis Club............................. 07913 042446
Trinity Church......................... 01224 742512
Veterinary, Town & Country.... 01224 741685
Water Authority...................... 0845 6018 855
Westdyke Leisure Centre....... 01224 743098
Westhill Bowling Club............. 07562 696193
Westhill Community Church... 01224 737380
Westhill Men’s Shed............... 01224 917345

Aberdeenshire Council
All Enquiries......................... 0345 6081208
Adult Education Classes........ 01224 472874
Air Training Corps................... 01224 749151
Ardene House Vets................ 01224 740700
Ashdale Hall........................... 01224 740137
Boys’ Brigade......................... 01224 742262
Childcare
Breakfast Club; After School
Club; Holiday Club............... 07770 943723
Schools Out Club
(Old School House).............. 01224 465202
Church of Scotland Minister... 01224 745955
Citizens Advice Bureau.......... 01224 747714
Community Centre................. 01224 472874
Community Education............ 01224 472874
Community Mini-bus............... 01224 744058
Dentists’ Surgery
Abercrombie Dental Practice,
NHS – Abercrombie Court,
Prospect Road..................... 01224 745447
Business, Private –
Ashdale Drive....................... 01224 742513
Westhill Dental Practice,
Old Skene Road................... 01224 741339
Arnhall Practice.................... 01224 849484
Doctors’ Surgery..................... 01224 849400
Results................................. 01224 849392
Repeat Prescriptions............ 01224 849393
Electricity Emergency............... 0800 300999
Gardening Club...................... 01224 748045
Gas Emergency.........................0800 111999
Golf Club................................ 01224 743361
Girls’ Brigade, 1st Skene........ 07792 471199
Girl Guides............................. 07803 439175
Health & Social Care Office.... 01467 537745
Lawsondale Pavilion............... 01224 742836
Library.................................... 01224 472871

Did we get your
number right?
Are you missing
from the list?
If you need any changes,
why not get in touch by email?
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com
91

INDEX TO ADVERTISERS
Building Trades & Other Tradesmen
A. Reid Garden Services......................................................17
aandm Bathrooms................................................................59
Aberdeen Slating Services...................................................90
Ace of Trades.......................................................................13
Alert Electrical......................................................................76
APC Property Services.........................................................55
B. Mackland Builders............................................................13
Blue Flame Heating..............................................................17
Bonnie Banks Gardening.....................................................10
Braemoral Joinery................................................................25
Chris Western Heating, Plumbing & Servicing.....................75
City & Shire Domestics.........................................................85
Cluny Locksmith and Joinery...............................................25
Cumming Fire & Security – Smoke Detection......................55
Cumming Fire & Security Ltd...............................................69
D & M Conservatory Insulation.............................................47
David Massie Carpentry & Joinery.......................................72
Docea Painting & Decorating...............................................43
E.G. Mclean Electrical..........................................................68
Electro-Tek Electrical Contractor..........................................51
GB Tiling Services................................................................86
Groundwater Architectural Design........................................72
Hugh Will Property Maintenance..........................................60
i-Protech...............................................................................90
Joe’s Gardening Services.....................................................17
John Findlater (Skene) Ltd...................................................67
John Mullen Joinery.............................................................44
K. Milne Plumbing & Heating................................................85
Kevin Allan, Painter & Decorator..........................................16
Kirkwood Homes..................................................................34
Lister Domestic Electrical.....................................................75
Little Plumber.......................................................................13
Maintenance Matters..............................................................9
Mark Mennie Glazier..............................................................9
Mathew Buchan Electrical....................................................44
Midmar Timber Centre..........................................................53
MJS Landscaping.................................................................69
Mr Gardiner..........................................................................66
NorDan.................................................................................54
NYC Bathrooms...................................................................71
Only Heating...........................................................inside back
Painting & Decorating...........................................................40
Rae Brown & Co. Ltd..............................................................9
RS Joinery............................................................................10
Skene Powerclean...............................................................86
Star Bathrooms....................................................................22
Steve Gray Plumbing & Heating.............................................4
Stuart Grassick Builders.......................................................59
T & M Slating..........................................................................6
T & M Slating Flat Roofs.......................................................66
Voytek Plastering and Painting.............................................56
Westhill Bathrooms...............................................................89
Westhill Boiler Services........................................................21
Westhill Electrical Services...................................................19
Westhill Fencing & Decking..................................................10
Westhill Joinery & Building Services......................................6
Westhill Kitchens & Bathrooms............................................38

Health & Leisure
Abercrombie Dental..............................................................82
Aberdeen Wanderers RFC...................................................37
Beaux Boutique....................................................................33
Bothy 57 Café.......................................................................89
Compass Project Volunteering.............................................44
Cryozest Health & Beauty...................................... inside front
Dans Centre.........................................................................40
Garlogie Inn..........................................................................78
Glentanar Lounge at Holiday Inn..........................................63
Happy Barber.......................................................................32
Kippie Lodge........................................................................46
Lee Beauté...........................................................................51
Low & Co Hair Design..........................................................33
Pam Dignan Dancers...........................................................28
Serenity Nails.......................................................................28
Sooyang Do Martial Arts.......................................................60
Travel Counsellors................................................................75
Trudi Deans Foot Health Care..............................................80
West with Style.....................................................................70
Westhill Choi Kwang Do.......................................................85
Westhill Health & Therapies Practice...................................28
Zen Beauty...........................................................................17
Professional Services
Aberdein Considine..............................................................26
Acumen Financial Planning..................................................65
Adam Cochran Photography................................................52
Belvoir..................................................................................56
Blue Sky Business Space....................................................63
Busy Days Dog Care............................................................86
Compu-Care.........................................................................16
Denman Pre-school..............................................................72
Diet Consultant.....................................................................51
Doggie Style Dog Grooming Salon......................................43
ESP Book-keeping Services.................................................40
Forbes Lawson Financial Planners......................................31
Fyfe Moir & Associates Accountants....................................64
Grampian Accounting...........................................................37
ITS Fire & Security...............................................................78
James Wilson PC Repair.....................................................13
Kelldun Canines...................................................................43
Luke and Learn Guitar..........................................................43
McCue Wealth Management................................................77
Oven Valet............................................................................85
Paws and Claws Day Care...................................................17
PC Paul................................................................................78
Perfectly Pressed Ironing Service........................................80
Photos To DVD.......................................................................4
RE/MAX................................................................................48
Ride On Sports Maintenance...............................................86
Scouthall Playgroup.............................................................52
Sewswift...............................................................................69
Storie Cruden & Simpson.....................................................20
The Cleaning Company........................................................37
Retail
Florist Ann Westwood...........................................................17
FlowerGirl87 Ltd...................................................................80
Foxlane at Carnie.................................................................51
GPH Builders Merchants......................................................27
Jastina’s Flowers..................................................................39
The Blue Door Charity Shop................................................44
The Flooring Lodge..............................................................32
Westhill Service Station Shop................................ back cover

Transport & Driving
DJ Autos...............................................................................81
Spectrum Driver Training......................................................25
Westhill Cars........................................................................49
Westhill Community Minibus................................................14
Westhill Taxis..........................................................................4

92

Boiler just made it through the winter..?
Call now to book a free survey
with your local Worcester
Accredited Partners.

01224 641164

0%

Finance
available*

*Terms & Conditions apply

• Boiler installations
• Boiler repairs
• Boiler replacements
• Boiler servicing
• Central heating

• Safety inspections
• General plumbing
• Landlord safety certificates
• Power flushing
• Pump repairs

T: 01224 641164

• Renewable energy products
• Solar heating
• Stove installation
• Unvented hot water cylinders
• Underfloor heating

E: info@onlyheating.com
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