
Westhill & Elrick Community Council 13th May 2021 Meeting  
 Key Points Report  

 
Community Action Planning  
The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 was passed by the Scottish Parliament in June 2019, to determine 
the future structure of a modernised planning system, including the advent of Community Action 
Plans (CAPs).  In our last meeting on 8th May, WECC hosted an informative and interesting 
presentation on CAPs delivered by Caroline Smith, the Garioch Community Planning Officer within 
Aberdeenshire Council.  
 
Community Action Plans are developed by communities following a community engagement and 
consultation exercise. The outcome of this process is a Community Action Plan that details the agreed 
and expressed priorities of the particular community for the years ahead.  
 
With support from Aberdeenshire Council specialists, WECC intend to commence a significant 
consultation exercise later in 2021. More details to follow in due course.   
 
 A944 Active Travel Route Study 
The online survey for the consultation on a new cycle way/walkway between Westhill and Kingswells 
has gone live on the Nestrans website. You can access the survey until 11th June, and comment 
accordingly via the following link where you will also find more information about the 3 options 
under consideration: https://www.nestrans.org.uk/projects/studies/a944-active-travel-route-study/ 
 
Road repairs/upgrades 
The Councils roads maintenance budget has been increased significantly, and will be spread over a 
number of years, to reinstate roads, pathways and bridges.  
Plans for Westhill in the next year include additional surface dressing and pothole repairs to our roads 
and pathways, some of which has already commenced. In addition lighting in the Lawsondale area, 
will be converted to LED lighting, as part of environmental/climate change targets. 
 
Town Centre Car park Repairs  
WECC understand that the large pothole repairs are to be completed by the end of May as a temporary 
measure, until the whole car park (both sides) is completely resurfaced in mid-late summer.  
 
Inspiring Aberdeenshire Awards  
WECC are delighted to report that WECC Member Heather Cook has been selected as a Finalist in the 
Inspiring Volunteer Category. Heather has been a resident of Westhill for some 30 years and 
throughout the whole of that time she has been involved in numerous voluntary activities; including 
recreational and sporting activities for schoolchildren and teenagers and latterly supporting senior 
citizens, particularly during the Covid lock-downs. Heather has inspired and encouraged many to 
adopt active and healthy lifestyles in pursuit of physical and mental well-being.  
 
Litter picking  
Recently volunteers from WECC, Rotary, Westhill Voluntary Action (formerly Westhill Winter 
Resilience) plus some non-affiliated individuals formed a group of some 50 “pickers” who completed a 
very successful litter pick in various areas of the town. These picks have become so successful that we 
have been compelled to ask for additional bin capacity to deal with the volumes being collected. Our 
thanks to all those who involved.  
 
Orbital Trail  
Discussions are ongoing, and progress has been made to help resolve the line of the most appropriate 
route on the East side of town. Our expectation is that we will soon be able to publish a route map and 
hold a formal opening ceremony in mid-summer.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/13/contents/enacted

