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SUBMITTING ITEMS FOR THE BULLETIN
The Westhill & Elrick Community Council distribute over 5000 copies of the Westhill Bulletin
quarterly to houses and businesses in Westhill and surrounding villages. We offer good
advertising rates and are keen to support local businesses and services.
Adverts and articles for the autumn issue should be sent in by Friday 3rd August, for
distribution in late August.
All contributions or enquiries should be emailed to:
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com
Telephone enquiries re adverts or articles to:
Bulletin Editor – David Ritchie on 01224 744058 or 07989 637461
Articles should be submitted as Microsoft Word documents
attached to an email. Articles larger than 600 words may be edited.
2018 advertising rates:
Black & white – 1/4 page £37, 1/2 page £60, full page £115
Colour – Centre pages – 1/4 page £60, 1/2 page £110, full page £190
Colour – Inside covers £210, back page £240

(There is a small additional one-off charge for new adverts and when changes are made)

For more details on advertising see www.westhillelrick.org/bulletin

BULLETIN DELIVERY
The Bulletin is delivered by an army of dedicated volunteers. More deliverers are always
required for the ever-expanding Westhill and to replace retiring helpers.
If you can spare an hour or so four times per year to help deliver the Bulletin in your
locality or nearby then please ring David Ritchie on 01224 744058.
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Office Bearers Report
Chair Position
Charlie Love took on the WECC Chair position in October 2018 but unfortunately has now resigned
from the Community Council. We thank him for his contributions and hope to appoint a new Chair at our
meeting on 14th June.
Kingsford
AFC hope to start ground work on phase 1 of the project in June 2018, though local community action
group NKS intend to launch a judicial review. Phase 1 mainly comprises the community sports hub and
training facilities.
WECC have agreed to provide representatives to the working group that AFC are establishing, which will
be the conduit for on-going dialogue between the Club and the local communities.
Ashdale Hall
We have been made aware recently that the Ashdale Hall is in danger of closing if new members cannot
be recruited to join the management committee. We can’t afford to lose such a valuable community
facility so please consider if you can help. More details on page 15.
Westhill Gala
The Gala will be held on Saturday 9th June and WECC will have a stall as usual. We hope to have
Holger Lonze there. Holger is the sculptor commissioned to deliver the Gateway Art Project to celebrate
50 years of our community. He will have drawings and maybe a model of the planned sculpture which is
due for completion in the autumn. We intend to landscape the sculpture site beside the Tesco roundabout
and would appreciate some assistance from residents with this. More details will be in Autumn Bulletin.
At the Gala we also intend to display the many bids that developers have put in recently for possible
housing land allocations to be incorporated into the next Local Development Plan. This LDP is in its early
stages and will not be adopted till 2021. It is likely that we will be holding a public meeting in early 2019,
during the period of public consultation on the housing bids as part of the Main Issues Report and draft
Proposed Plan.
Westhill in Bloom
This is the third year of our re-launched Westhill in Bloom competition. We would love if more people
would take part this year this year to compete for the lovely trophies and other prizes. Please see the
application form on page 78 and return it by 16th July. There will be more details shortly on our website,
and through word of mouth with any WECC member. The judging will be held in early august this year.
We hope that we all enjoy a summer of good weather and please come along to any of our monthly
meetings which are open to all residents. We meet on the 2nd Thursday of each month, upstairs in
the Holiday Inn. The meeting on 14th June will commence at 8pm, and the meeting on 12th July will
commence at our normal time of 7pm. There will be no meeting in August and the 13th September
meeting will include our AGM.
Heather Brock
Vice Chair

David Ritchie
Treasurer

Gateway Art Project
Our sculptor, Holger Lonze, is intending to be on Westhill and Elrick Community Council’s stall
on Gala day 9th June. Please drop by to meet him and see his intended design. The finished
sculpture will be erected in the Autumn and we are also hoping to include some landscaping on
the site.
Kate Lumsden
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Westhill Library News
Over the last few months the library has remained busy with events and activities. We
have had the pleasure of welcoming Anouk Kahanov-Kloppert from Alzheimers Scotland
over the past couple of months with “Musical Memories”. This is a social and fun singing
group for those living with dementia, their family, friends and carers. No experience of
singing is needed! Anouk is planning more sessions so please check with the library or
website for dates and times.
The library has upgraded and updated IT facilities to include faster online access and
touch screen technology. These facilities can be booked in advance if you require
a specific time. Colour printing is now available and those who want to use their own
devices can connect through the wireless network.
During the Easter holidays there were craft sessions for primary age children and open
Lego sessions. The Lego sessions proved extremely popular and more sessions will run
on a weekly basis during the summer from 12/7/2018–16/08/2018 on a Thursday morning
from 10.30–12.30. No need to sign up, just drop in to these free sessions.

Examples of the Lego creations

The library played host as a venue for the Puppet Animation Festival in March. Our young
library members were entertained by The Folding Theatre Puppet Company performing
“The Owl and the Pussy Cat”.
We are gearing up for our annual Summer Reading Challenge. This is a fun accessible
activity for children of all ages and aims to promote reading, encourage progression,
support curricular outcomes and involve children in a cultural activity. The challenge will
start on Thursday 28th June and run until Saturday 25th August. Children receive a stamp
or sticker for each book they read and will receive a book prize after reading six or more
books, depending on their age group. As well as the reading challenge there will also be
a creative competition.
To keep up to date with all that is happening at Westhill Library and across Aberdeenshire
please check www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/libraries or follow us on Facebook.
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Westhill and District Gardening Club
Monthly meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month in the Trinity Church
Halls at 7.30pm. Tea and biscuits are provided at the conclusion of the evening’s
programme and all proceedings end by 9.30pm.
Future dates and topics for your diary are:
20th June at 7.30pm – Members garden visit to The MacGregor Garden at
Pitfodels
18th July at 7.00pm – Members garden visit to Castle Fraser with Ranger, Peter
Randlo
No meeting in August
19th September at 7.30pm – Talk by Glenn Roberts, N.E. Scotland Biological
Records Centre – Wildlife Recording in N.E. Scotland’
The club meetings are always open to visitor or new members at any time.
For further information please contact David Dolman, Secretary, W&DGC, tel. 01224
742639, or send us an email to westhillgardenclub@gmail.com.

WESTHILL ART PROJECT
We will be running our 5th annual Scarecrow Trail on Sunday
3rd June. Entry forms and maps can be picked up from outside
the Co-op from 10am–4pm. Super fun for all the family. If you
want to make a scarecrow please contact me katelumsden@
btinternet.com.

John S. Findlater (Skene) Ltd
General Blacksmiths – Sitework – Gates & Railings – Free Estimates
jsfindlaterltd@btconnect.com

Tel: 01224 743214
Gairloch, Skene, Westhill, Aberdeenshire AB32 6YJ
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In Westhill, For Westhill
• Licensed to carry
4 passengers
• Local Hires Welcome
• Rail & Airport Runs
• Daily & Weekends
• Credit Cards Accepted
Call Derek: 01224 742369
Mobile: 07973 851635
Tim Dean BSc MRICS

Kirkton of Skene

Chartered Land Surveyor

Westhill Aberdeenshire Tel 07740-864036
Email – timjdeanmobile@yahoo.co.uk
www.dimensionalsurveyanddesign.co.uk

PIaygroup
Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene

Monday to Friday term time 9.15am-12.25pm

Ages 2.5 years to 5 years

Government funding available from 3 years old

Non funded/under 3’s charged £7 per session
Our Playgroup is a small friendly long running playgroup.
We have the use of two halls and ample green space
adjacent to the Hall and only a 2-minute drive
from Westhill.
The children are encouraged to learn through a variety
of activities, set up to ensure we are achieving all areas
of the Curriculum for Excellence.
Our Values are: Happiness & Wellbeing, Respect,
Responsibility, Engagement and Communication.

Based in Westhill Aberdeenshire, we provide the following
Land Survey services across Scotland and The Islands
• Land & Topographical inc. Farm surveys
• Garden and Land Parcel surveys
• Ditch Profile and Level surveys
• 3D Spatial Data Collection and Monitoring
• Services to Oil and Gas and Civil Sectors
Using the latest non-contact laser and GPS survey equipment

We are a member of Early Years Scotland and work with
principle teachers from our partner provider,
Aberdeenshire Council, to ensure we are capturing high
quality development and learning for every child.
To enquire about a place:
Kirkton of Skene Playgroup

Mob. 07789 871601
Email kirktonofskeneplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/kirktonofskeneplaygroup

VAT REGISTERED No. 905 1846 31 REGISTRATION No. SC320559

6

Ron McKail, Councillor for Westhill and District
Ashdale Hall. Appeal for Committee Members
In my councillor capacity I periodically attend the Ashdale Hall committee
meetings and I very much appreciate how important this facility is to the
Westhill community. But on page 15 of this issue there is an appeal stressing
that if new members cannot be recruited to join the management committee
there is a possibility the Hall may close. Could you be a member of the
management committee? For further information please contact John Fraser Chairman 07974
752489 or Allan Fair Treasurer 01224 741145.
Veterans Champion for Aberdeenshire Council
As the Veterans Champion for Aberdeenshire Council
I attended a meeting in Arbroath where the purpose
was to raise the profile of those who have served their
country and are now civilians. The majority of veterans
settle back into ‘civvy street’ without difficulty in finding
employment, obtaining housing, etc. But we were also
made aware there are a number who don’t due to factors
such as injury, post-traumatic stress disorder, to other
psychological and other problems. It is those who are the
Ron McKail with Provost of Angus Ronnie
priority and Aberdeenshire council has signed up to the
Proctor and Major General Bob Bruce
Armed Forces Covenant (AFC). This is a ‘promise from
the nation that those who are serving or have served and their families are treated fairly’. It is a
commitment that we have a ‘duty of care’. Aberdeenshire Council, Grampian NHS and several
other agencies are committed to implementing the conditions of the AFC and ensuring we ‘do the
best’ for veterans and their families.
The ‘gathering’ in Arbroath reinforced the work being done by a variety of organisations to support
and help our veterans and clearly a great deal of support is available. However, as our Council’s
Veterans Champion, my concern is for the veterans who are not receiving the support they need
and I’d appreciate being contacted if you know of any ex-service personnel in need of help.
Westhill Academy Award Ceremony
I attended the most recent Academy Award Ceremony for their senior students who were
coming to the end of their school days. Parents and academy staff should be very proud of
their achievements before moving on to a variety of destinations including university, college
or employment. It was a memorable evening and my congratulations and best wishes to these
students as they move on to pastures new.
Kingsford Stadium
I have been receiving numerous emails asking for my support to refuse the stadium application
conditions, such as a CPZ (controlled parking zone), or a possible bridge for spectator safety
as they cross the A944 to enter or exit the stadium. Thank you to those who contacted me and
hopefully I have replied to you. My response is that as a councillor I could be involved at some
future date in this planning application. If I were to declare my support to the requests made in
these emails it would debar me from taking part in any future planning application discussions.
Please contact me if I can be of help in following up on your queries and concerns. Telephone
01224 742095, Mobile 07823 491890, email: cllr.r.mckail@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.
Surgery 2nd Saturday of each month Westhill Library
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Westhill Household Waste
& Recycling Centre

Westdyke Avenue, Westhill

Recycling facilities for:

10.00 am .....7.30 pm

Tuesday

10.00 am .....5.00 pm

Wednesday 1.00 pm …...7.30 pm

Glass Bottles & Jars, Paper,
Cans, Plastic Bottles, Textiles,
‘Tetra Pak’ type cartons,
Garden Waste, Household Batteries,
Lead Acid Batteries, Engine Oil,
Electrical Appliances, Pressurised
Containers, Scrap Metal, Wood,
Hardcore & Rubble, Tyres

Thursday

10.00 am .....5.00 pm

Friday

10.00 am .....5.00 pm

Saturday

10.00 am .....1.00 pm

Remember to bring
your Borrowers Card.

Opening Hours
Monday
to Sunday
Late night
Tuesday

Monday

9.00 am to 5.00 pm

Westhill Library
Westhill Drive

5 - 8 pm April to Sept.

01224 472871

Westhill and Skene
Lions Club

Westhill Service Point

Members of the public can access
Aberdeenshire Council services via the
internet or by telephone at Westhill Library

CHARITY SALE OF BOOKS,
DVDs & CDs AT
WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE

• Making payments for council tax or housing rent
• Reporting potholes, street lighting faults or
winter maintenance
• Reporting missed bin collections, checking
collection dates or ordering new bins
• National Entitlement Card applications for Young
Scot or Over 60s
• Blue badge applications
• Collecting a variety of waste items – food
caddies/bags, battery bags and dog waste bags
• Apply 4 Homes applications

1ST SATURDAY EACH MONTH
9am to 12pm

NEXT 3 SALES ARE
2nd June, 7th July, 4th August
All proceeds go to
local good causes
Donations of books, etc.,
welcome on the day or telephone

Police Scotland queries are dealt with at the
Police Station, via the intercom or customers
can call 101.

0845 833 5963
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Councillor Iris Walker (Ward 13)

Strategic Development Plan
Strategic Development Plans (SDPs) are being reviewed once more for Scotland’s four
largest city regions including Aberdeen City and Shire. The SDP sets out priorities for the
long-term development of the region. The first formal consultation on the SDP will have
closed on 21st May but there will be a further chance for you to have your say in late 2018
when the “Proposed Strategic Development Plan” will be prepared. Issues of particular
interest in the first formal consultation included the potential growth west of Aberdeen (A944).
It is noted there are significant infrastructure challenges particularly for transport and education if there is to
be further growth. The extent of the transport challenges and the action needed will not be certain until a City
Region Deal appraisal of the effect of the AWPR is completed and any necessary solutions can be identified.
The current thinking is that it would therefore be a very risky strategy to identify western expansion before a
realistic and deliverable solution is found. The preferred option is for the next plan to be clear that development
which would hinder the free flow of traffic around the AWPR junctions should be avoided and to make it explicit
that any development proposals should only come through the full and open development plan process. There
are questions around Housing Land Allowances in the SDP; should we be more generous to allow delivery
of consistently higher levels of new homes not seen for 20 years or stick to the status quo which would see
Local Development Plans (see below) unable to deliver any significant new housing allocations up to 2030.
You can keep up to date with the SDP process at: http://www.aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk/CurrentWork/
CurrentConsultations.aspx.
Local Development Plan
The Local Development Plan (LDP) process is also up for review. The Aberdeenshire LDP sits under the
SDP and Aberdeen City have their own LDP. As part of the preparation for the LDP, Aberdeenshire Council
invited applicants to nominate land for development. This ‘bid’ stage is now closed and 21 bids were received
from landowners, developers and agents for sites in Westhill and Elrick. All bids can be found at https://www.
aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/.
Collectively the bids amount to a large number of houses with one developer proposing two new primary schools
and a secondary school. There is also a bid for mixed class development to include Business, General Industrial,
Storage and a Hotel. These bids will now be assessed by planners and the assessment will then form the basis
of the Main Issues Report (MIR). Councillors will be discussing the bids over two days in mid-June before the
MIR goes out to public consultation later in the year. Initial views are welcome so please get in touch, but it
should be borne in mind that not all of the bids will find their way in to the MIR and the ones which do will be open
for public comment at the appropriate time.
Kingsford
At the time of writing, the situation regarding Kingsford is that Aberdeen City Council have now officially granted
permission for the development to go ahead albeit with a number of conditions. AFC will at some point notify
Aberdeen City of the start date for phase 1 which includes the training pitches and pavilion. The planning
conditions which Aberdeenshire Council need to be involved in for phase 2, i.e. a safe means to cross the A944
and the implementation of a controlled parking zone in Westhill are being assessed and there are still formal
decisions to be made. I appreciate there are strong feelings in the community on both sides of the argument.
Aberdeenshire Council has confirmed that they have no formal connection with any organisations or groups that
have been campaigning for or against the development. There are no decisions at this time being asked of us
as local councillors with regards to the conditions.
I realise my topics this time are pretty heavy but the development plans only come around every few years and
it gives you an opportunity at the earliest possible stage to have a say in shaping the future of your community.
I have a diary full of local events from school fairs, galas and annual shows which I am really looking forward to
and hope to see you there! Here’s to a long hot summer!
My surgeries are on the first Saturday of the month (excluding January and August) from 10–11am at Westhill
Library or you can contact me by phone on 07876 475272, email cllr.i.walker@aberdeenshire.gov.uk, contact
me online at www.iriswalker.co.uk or Facebook/Tweet me.
Councillor Iris Walker – Westhill and District

iris_tweets

Councillor Iris Walker, 2 Burnland Place, Elrick, Aberdeenshire, AB32 6JU
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Historical
renovation work
completion on
11th Century
monasteries
in France

ABBEY
MASONRY

Maria Dow MSc RD MBDA
Freelance Dietitian

Stone Masons
Carpenters
Traditional Craftsmen
Stone Carver
Stone Supplier
Pet Memorials
Lime/Mortar Pointing
Conservatory Bases
Say it forever
Roofing and Repairs
Say it in stone.
Renovations/Extensions
Fireplace Installation
Wood Burning Stove Installation

Tel 07967 739706
maria@dowsdiets.co.uk

Registered Dietitian experienced in:
♦ Weight Loss and Weight Loss Maintenance
♦ Type 2 Diabetes
♦ Irritable
trained)

Bowel

Syndrome

(FODMAP

♦ Nutrition in Pregnancy and Weaning
♦ Food Allergies and Intolerances
♦ Nutrition for Sport

For LOCAL, Quality and Assured Work

♦ Nutritional analysis of recipes and menus

07873 646558

Clinics at Westhill Health and Therapies Clinic,
Unit 5, Westhill Shopping Centre.

williammcmichael930@gmail.com

Tel: 07967 739706

Over 35 years experience

Email: maria@dowsdiets.co.uk

CUMMING FIRE & SECURITY LTD
Tel: 07817 749943
Email: cfs.ltd@dial.pipex.com
FREE ADVICE & QUOTATIONS
EVENING SURVEYS AVAILABLE
Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired or Wireless
Fire Alarm Systems, Wired or Wireless
Fire Extinguishers and Blankets
Electrical Work – All Types
Smoke & Heat Alarms
Portable Appliance Testing
CCTV and Door Entry Systems
Window and Door Lock Replacement
Safes and Cabinets
Safety Signs and Equipment

For Peace of Mind at Work or Home –
Call Us Now
10

Councillor David Aitchison

In my winter 2017 Bulletin article I explained that the new Aberdeenshire Local
Development Plan process was underway. The timetable includes a period where
bids can be made for land for development. This period has now ended but the
publication of the bids on the council website has already resulted in residents
making me aware of concerns about specific sites. As I have intimated before it is
important that views on planning proposals are made as early in the whole process
as possible. I therefore welcome any issues concerning specific development bids in the new LDP
being brought to my attention. There will also be a formal opportunity for members of the public to
make representations when the Main Issues Report for the LDP is published. Due to delays with
the Strategic Development Plan we are now expecting the Main Issues Report to be published and
opened for comment and representations probably around January 2019.
Our community is reaching a crucial point in its development and choices made in the new
Development Plans will shape our town for the next 25–30 years. Choices made will need to reflect
what we want Westhill to look like in the future. Do we want more development, business as well
as housing? Or not? Improved infrastructure and community facilities? Or not? Due to our location
and recent growth Westhill is significant not only in regional terms but nationally as well. There is an
opportunity to make that significance work for us so that we can make the choices which will benefit
our town. When the opportunity comes during the plan process please make your views on relevant
issues known.
The live planning issue which has concerned us all for the last two years has of course been
the proposed Kingsford Stadium development. While Aberdeen City Council have now granted
permission there are conditions which will require decisions to be made by Aberdeenshire Council.
To attach conditions which are dependent on another local authority is extremely unusual and
clearly adds an extra layer of complication and uncertainty into the process. As I write this it is my
understanding that Aberdeenshire Council have still had no substantive discussions with anyone on
the subject of the conditions.
I can be consulted at any time by telephone or email on any issue and also hold surgeries at
Westhill Library. My next surgeries are: Wednesday 6 June, 5:30–6:00pm; Wednesday 4 July, 5:30–
6:00pm; Wednesday 5 September, 5:30–6:00pm.
Check www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk for a full list of dates.
Councillor David Aitchison
2 Fare Park Circle, Westhill, AB32 6WJ
Mobile 07876 475227
cllr.d.aitchison@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
@aitchisondavid
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Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene
We are pleased to say we now have Planning and Building Warrant Approval to make a
further meeting/multi-function room and the extension and upgrading of the kitchen. We now
continue to raise money for this. Any donations are appreciated for this cause.
Future Events: See Facebook Page for further details.
Past Events: The Scottish Accordion Group performed on Wednesday 28th March.
Regular Activities:
• Jazzercise, 7.15–8.15pm every Thursday.
• Skene Pre-School Playgroup Mon–Fri mornings during term time.
• Skene Women’s Rural Institute – 1st Wednesday of each month. Phone Mary Gray –
01224 743285.
• Westhill Sooyang Do martial art group hold classes for children and adults on Monday
evenings. Phone Chief Instructor Dave Bremner: 07970 188825.
• Indoor bowling every Tuesday evening during the winter months.
• Skene Youth Club for Primary 1–7, Thursday evenings 6–7pm during term time.
Our hall can be booked for children’s parties, funeral teas, etc.
For booking enquiries phone Mary Gray on 01224 743285. Milne Hall Management Committee
is registered as a charity (SC045034). Help wanted – if you feel you could contribute in any
way in looking after and improving the hall, you will be made most welcome. Please contact
01224 742804.

BILL’S GARDENING CORNER
THE LETTER THIS TIME IS C
C is for children, after all they are our future, now is a good time to teach them about
gardening. One thing I have found out as a parent and grandparent – they love to
get into soil, mud and water, so let’s show them how to combine all three and get
something at the end (hopefully). Toilet roll and kitchen roll holders make good pots;
lettuce, mint and chives are some of the things the children can grow for their summer
salad.
Now that the weather is warming up what a difference in the gardens, spring flowers
finishing, summer ones starting to fill out and bring beautiful colour and scent; the
wildlife will be buzzing around and lawnmowers, plus the usual annoying things slugs,
snails and weeds.
The most important thing is to enjoy your garden, whether you just plant flowers or
grow veg, even have a lean-to or green house, potatoes in a bag or a garden seat
and table with a cuppa.
Bill Loudon
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Westhill & Kingswells First Responders

Who are we?
We are a locally based charity comprising members of the public who volunteer
to help in their community by responding to “999” medical emergencies while the
ambulance is on its way.
Community First Responders are not a substitute for the ambulance service.
But as Community First Responders are based within the local community in which they either live or work,
they are often able to attend an emergency call in those vital first few minutes in advance of the arrival of the
ambulance service. Early intervention by Community First Responders can increase the patient’s chance
of survival or may provide simple reassurance and comfort that the ambulance is on it’s way.
Westhill Gala on Saturday 9th June, 2018
Come and visit our stall at the Gala to find out what we do – we shall also be giving basic CPR demonstrations
and providing other useful general first aid help and advice.
We are also running a raffle to raise funds for much needed equipment which we will use locally in the
Westhill and Kingswells area – please help us to help your local community. Many thanks to all those local
businesses who donated raffle prizes for our raffle at last year’s gala.
Community Defibrillators
We are currently working hard to increase the number of community defibrillators in the Westhill and
Kingswells areas so that these are available to the public 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Initially we
would like to see 1 or more community defibrillators located in the Westhill Shopping Centre. However if
you have any suggestions for the location of others or are a local business who would like to get involved,
please let us know.
Technip
A couple of our volunteers recently visited Technip in Westhill to provide basic CPR training to around 50
of their employees. Technip have asked if we can return so that we can roll out the training to more of their
employees. We are keen to speak to other local businesses with a view to providing basic CPR training to
their employees – the size of the business doesn’t matter – please contact us for more information if you
are interested.
Basic CPR training
Less than 5 minutes is all the time needed for anyone to learn basic CPR. As a fun way of doing this, simply
Google “Carol Smillie CPR” – this takes you to a link for basic CPR training with Carol Smillie to the tune of
500 miles by The Proclaimers – definitely worth a look!!
How can you find out more about us?
Come along to our stall at the Westhill Gala in June, or come along to any of our meetings at the Holiday
Inn at Westhill on the first and third Monday of each month. Alternatively you can contact us through our
Facebook page: Westhill and Kingswells First Responders

SCAFFOLD TOWER FOR HIRE
The Westhill Residents’ Association purchased a scaffold tower for
erecting the Christmas lights. The tower is available for hire to Westhill
residents. The platform working height is 2.73m.
Charges are £10 per day for 1 to 2 days, then £5 per day for each
additional day, or £30 for one week. Transportation available at £10 each
way.
For more information and to book the scaffold, call 01224 744058.
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LEARN TO DRIVE

PAWPALZ TRAINING
TRAINING FOR ALL BREEDS
WITH KAREN BARBOUR

Driving Tuition To Suit Your Needs

• Dog Training
• Puppy Training
• 1 to 1 Consultations
• Home Visits

Discount For Block Booking
Manual Or Automatic Lessons

For a consultation or further information please
contact me on:

Contact Steve Strachan

pawpalztraining@gmail.com
Tel: 07749 260 429

07816 449106 01224 747807

Braemoral Joinery
Westhill Ltd
All Building and Joinery Work

New Builds • Extensions
Sun Lounges • Garages
Alterations • Kitchens
Mob: 07977 420043
Tel: 01224 741247
www.braemoraljoinery.co.uk

www.mmairarchitectural.co.uk
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ASHDALE HALL (WESTHILL DRIVE)
For the past 25 years, the Ashdale Hall has been at the forefront in the Westhill community, both
as a meeting place and as a hall that hosts a very wide range of activities. Exercise and yoga
classes, children’s dance classes and toddler/baby classes, family ceilidhs, sports activities,
gigs and Scottish nights, dance shows and competitions, as well as various community groups
and individuals for fundraising charity events. On a larger scale it is used for the Westhill Gala,
Weddings and for the annual Senior Citizens Christmas Party. Likewise, it is used on occasions
by local and national governments for election purposes and also by the Blood Transfusion
Service. In short, the hall provides a very important facility in the community.
Throughout its tenure, the hall has been run by the Westhill & District Public Hall Association
and up until now, this has proved to be very successful. However, the committee, initially
comprising 15 has gradually diminished over the years and now stands at only 2. Furthermore,
the remaining members, who have served on the hall committee for many years, have given
notice to step down from their positions, due to family reasons.
Clearly this is a critical position, the hall cannot run by itself and needs a strong committee of at
least four, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, to ensure that the hall operates
smoothly and efficiently.
We are therefore, appealing to the Westhill Community to come forward offering their services,
to ensure that the hall will continue to be a vibrant part of the community.
We would not wish to see the Ashdale Hall close down, but without a managing committee, it is
difficult to see how the Hall can operate in the future.
John Fraser – Chairman – Tel 07974 752489
Allan Fair – Treasurer – Tel 01224 741145
Westhill & District Public Hall Association

Planter Box Project
Westhill WednesDAYS Community Church Group from the
Inverurie DAYS Services for adults with learning disabilities have
donated a planter box to the Westhill Community Church.
We are a group of young adults who meet on a Wednesday and
use a room in the church as a venue for their Day services. The
idea came from a group meeting to contribute our time to the
local community when we were planning their weekly activity
programme. The group designed the planter which was made by a
service user at the Pitscurry Project, another venue of the DAYS service near Pitcaple. The group then
discussed what plants they would like for the planter and we went to Dobbies to purchase them. We plan
to maintain the planter box throughout the year with seasonal bedding plants. To help fund our project,
we will be having a small craft stall in the Westhill Community Church foyer area at some point during
this year.
The group have been visited by Westhill Arts Project Co-ordinator Kate Lumsden, and we have helped
her with the Westhill Shopping Centre Easter Bunting display. We are currently making a scarecrow for
the Scarecrow Trail in June. We have enjoyed meeting Kate and appreciate the time she has given to
our group.
Westhill WednesDAYS Group

15

WK/dZzͬ,/ZKWKz
&KZ>>zKhZ&KKdZE^

KhE^>>/E'

,/ZKWZdKZ

d></E'd,ZWz&KZ
LIFE’S WZK>D^

dZdDEdK&
EhZKDh^h>Z/^KZZ^

h^h/Z/</

EdhZ>Z>yd/KE
Θ^dZ^^Zhd/KE

WESTHILL HEALTH & /d/d/E
THERAPIES PRACTICE

CARING FOR YOU - FROM TOP TO TOE

/DWZKst>>
/E'z/d

W,z^/Kd,ZWz

D^^'d,ZWz
Dh^>W/EE^dZ^^Z>/&

Z^dKZ/E'DKsDEdE&hEd/KE

Z&>yK>K'z
W/EE^dZ^^Z>/&

ϬϭϮϮϰϳϰϬϴϴϱ

hE/dϱt^d,/>>
^,KWW/E'EdZ t^d,/>>WK/dZzΛ'D/>͘KD

16

/Ed'Zd t>>
/E'>/E/

WWK/EdDEds/>>
DKEzdK^dhZz

• Plastering
• Taping
• Tiling
• Artexing
• Cornice Work
• Contract and Private
Abby Birnie
34 Clova Park
Kingswells
T: 01224 747815
M: 07950 736734
E: abbybirnie@yahoo.co.uk
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Westhill’s LOCAL
disability charity

SC043156

Winners of the AVA Award for Innovation
SensationALL are delighted to be announced the 2018 winners of
the Aberdeenshire Voluntary Action Award for Innovation in for our
work with Schools Out! Westhill. The award is in recognition of our
Inclusive Social Group and Holiday Club, promoting inclusive attitudes
and encouraging a greater understanding and acceptance of diversity
with school aged children. It is fantastic to have our work in this area
recognised with such a prestigious Award!
Thank you to all Run Balmoral Runners!
A big thank you to all our Run Balmoral runners, volunteers and team
for an incredible weekend at the end of April. We raised over £10,000
for our charity and awarded one of our service users, Lillie, with a
certificate for being our highest fundraiser (£1,148) and taking part in
the children’s 1.5km race on the day! Lillie has benefited from coming
along to some SensationALL groups and her family has attended our
training workshops. This dynamic young lady really wanted to play her
part in the event and ‘walk across the finish line’ (which she managed
in her Kaye walker). We are all very, very proud of Lillie’s amazing achievements.
Sensory Room Open Day
We hosted an open day at the end of March for our newly refurbished Sensory Room. The
room has been completely converted into an interactive and bespoke sensory space, made
possible by a grant from Apache Corp. Some of the Apache team were onsite at the open
day to cut the ribbon for us and officially open the room for use during our groups or for hire.
You can see the full story on the “news” section (www.sensationall.org.uk) of our website and
photos on our social media pages.
SensationALL at the Westhill 10k
SensationALL are happy to be the charity patron for the 2018 Westhill 10k for the third year
running! We have limited free charity spaces left, so if you want to run for us and help raise
money for our local and inclusive charity, please email info@sensationall.org.uk. You can
also volunteer for us on the day at our stall or volunteer as a marshal for the race.
National Volunteer Week (01–08 June)
SensationALL have some exciting plans for Volunteer Week this year, kicking off with a Westhilllocal company coming to the Old Schoolhouse to give some of the rooms a “SensationALL
Summer Makeover”! Keep an eye on our social media pages for more information and if you
would like to become a SensationALL volunteer please email volunteering@sensationall.
org.uk.
SensationALL services and events
Our programme of services and events is available to view online on our website (www.
sensationall.org.uk), including Music Mayhem every Wednesday, Stay-and-Play sessions
every second Sunday and our (award-winning) Inclusive Social Group on the last Monday of
every month. Contact us by email info@sensationall.org.uk or telephone 01224 746699 to
book a place on any of our services or for more information.
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FORBES LAWSON MOVE TO NEW PREMISES
The New Year started with a move in early January to larger premises at Abercrombie Court
on Prospect Road, in an area known to many Westhill residents adjacent to the Abercrombie
Dental Practice.
The move to bigger premises was in response to an increase in demand for face to face
financial planning advice.
This increase was probably down to a number of reasons. Director, Ian Robinson
commented “It would appear that while RBS have demonstrated there is not enough
demand for their services by closing their Westhill Branch, we are finding there is still a
large number of people that value face to face contact and trusted long term financial
guidance. Forbes Lawson now have the facilities to provide just this kind of service.”
Demand has also increased around retirement planning, while the recent turmoil in the Oil
and Gas sector seems to have settled down, people have certainly been more focused on
looking at what their options are. Whether they are able to retire earlier than expected or
deal with a major financial event.
Director, Richard Macmillan added “We are ideally placed to deal with employees of the
big companies now on our doorstep and have already helped staff from Subsea 7, TOTAL
and TAQA. Anyone interested in finding out whether
they can benefit from Forbes Lawson’s services, get
in touch as all initial meetings are at our expense.”
Tel: 01224 747889 Email: enquiries@forbeslawson.co.uk
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07971 417679

mlj26@btinternet.com

GRADE A INSTRUCTOR WITH OVER 10yrs EXPERIENCE
NOW BASED IN WESTHILL

MARIE JAMIESON ADI
MONDAY

9:45 am
Newhills Church Hall

6:30pm
Ashdale Hall, Westhill

TUESDAY

9:45 am*
Ashdale Hall, Westhill

6:30pm
7:30pm (Express Class)
Kingswells Village Hall

WEDNESDAY

9:45 am*
Ashdale Hall, Westhill

7:00 pm
Culter Village Hall

THURSDAY

9:45 am* (Low Impact Class)
Ashdale Hall, Westhill

7:30 pm
Milne Hall, Skene
5:45 pm† (Express Class)
Culter Village Hall

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

9:30 am
Kingswells Village Hall

SUNDAY

K Scott Jazzercise A6 postcard 2017 v3 print ready.indd 1

6:00pm (Express Class)
Kingswells Village Hall
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HANDYMAN
Reasonable Rates
with no hidden charges
No job too small
Painting and decorating – Inside and Outside
Gardening – Grass Cutting, Tree and Shrub
maintenance, Planting and garden clearance
General Household maintenance

Call George for a free quote

07498 501861

Paws and Claws
Dog Walking and Home Boarding

Blue Flame Heating
(Grampian)
ex Scottish Gas engineers with
over 20 years experience in
the trade

Services
1 hour dog walk – visiting local woods, forest trails
or the beach
30 minute individual one to one dog walk
– Ideal for the smaller/older dogs
Puppy visits – approximately 30 mins of indoor and
outdoor playtime

Central Heating Installation
Boiler Replacements
Power Flushing/CH water treatment
All aspects of plumbing

Home Boarding – fully insured and licensed home boarder
providing a home from home experience

For a local, friendly and reliable
service call

Cat Care and any other pet care can be discussed to
suit your requirements

Tel: 01467 622116
Mobile: 07882 780345

• All dogs are transported in a spacious van
• Fully licensed Home Boarder from Aberdeenshire Council
• Fully Insured, Public Liability, Care Custody & Control
& Key Cover

Email: blueflame.heating@btconnect.com

Tel : 01330 860709 / Mobile : 07762 489999

Gas Safe Registered

Email : mariemackenzie1@outlook.com
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Skene Parish Church
This year Westhill Holiday Bible Club will explore
stories from the Old and New Testaments which help
us understand teams. We will be finding out about how
Moses needed the support of others to be a good leader
and about how Jesus created a team of disciples. So
often in life we are faced with the opportunity to become
part of a team. From work teams to sporting teams to
teams for creating a better community, we can do with
all the wisdom we can get to play our part well.
We hope our children and young people will benefit from
being part of our ‘Going for Gold’ team this year. For
registration forms, please go online to www.skeneparish.
com or http://www.westhillcommunitychurch.org/ and
sign up before 22nd June 2018.
Summer Series of Services
This year our joint services over the summer will all be
at 10.30am.
Sunday 1st July TRINITY; Sunday 29th July SKENE;
Sunday 8th July TRINITY; Sunday 5th August SKENE;
Sunday 15th July TRINITY; Sunday 12th August
SKENE; Sunday 22nd July TRINITY; Sunday 19th
August SKENE

DONATIONS FROM THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Westhill & Elrick Community Council have a surplus of funds due to the strong demand for
advertising in the Westhill Bulletin. Some of these surplus funds are available for donations
to local voluntary groups.
Applications for donations will be considered and awarded twice yearly, in early May and
November, so the next set of donations will be made in November 2018. The deadline for
applications is 2nd November. Applicants must be voluntary organisations based or operating
in Westhill, Elrick, Kirkton of Skene or Garlogie.
In May 2018 donations were made to the Westhill and Kingswells First Responders, 1st
Westhill Scout Group, Denman Playgroup, Duke of Edinburgh Award Group, Grampian
District Pipes & Drums and Westhill Men’s Shed.
Donation requests can be sent at any time to the WECC Treasurer by email to wecc.
treasurer@westhillelrick.org with a brief description of what the funds will be used for. The
donations can be to help with normal ongoing running costs and will not be restricted to oneoff projects.
For more information, please contact: David Ritchie, Treasurer, Westhill & Elrick
Community Council, Tel. 01224 744058, wecc.treasurer@westhillelrick.org
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Skene Committee of Macmillan Cancer Support

The total raised by the Skene Committee in 2017 was £30,920 – our biggest annual total yet. Skene
was the most successful committee in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire for the year. The committee
members were delighted! This is the result of many events, arranged by our committee and also from
generous donations from individuals and groups. The committee is very grateful for all these donations
and to everyone who so willingly support our fund raising activities. Thanks to you all. All of the money
raised will benefit patients and their families in our local area.
A house-to-house collection which took place in the Skene area from 16th–22nd April, raised £2,563.
Thanks to all who helped with this collection and to those who donated. This will be the last year of
house-to-house collections as Macmillan has taken the step to suspend this type of fund raising, for
health and safety reasons. Thereafter, if you would like to donate to Macmillan, please pass the money
to one of our committee members. Money raised is for the benefit of local cancer patients and their
families.
Dates for your diary:
“Fizzy Fly Cup”, Prosecco Afternoon Tea, Saturday 26th May, in Dunecht Village hall, 2–4pm.
Tickets are available from committee members at £10/ticket. (Over 18’s only), Ticket includes a glass
of prosecco/soft drink, tea/coffee, sandwiches, scones and cakes. There will be a selection of stalls
available.
Macmillan Walk, Sunday 27th May from 5.30pm. Please note that there is a change of route. Walkers
will walk from Kirkton of Skene car park to the Westhill Community Church and back. Entry is by
donation. All are welcome – come along with your family and friends, meet people and join in with this
social walk.
Stall at Echt Show, Saturday 14th July Come along to visit our stall, where homebaking and produce
will be amongst the items for purchase, together with various games and sideshows.
Please follow and share our activities on Facebook: Skene Fund Raising Committee – Macmillan
Cancer Support.
Kath MacBeath

JOG SCOTLAND
WESTHILL
Have you ever wondered about the people who run round Westhill in luminous yellow shirts (sponsored by
WDCSH)? That’s us! We are a friendly local running group catering for all abilities. We meet on Monday and
Thursday evening from 18.30–19.30 at Westhill Swimming Pool.
We have recently celebrated the success of our first ten week Couch to 5K group (12 new members), many
of whom entered and completed the Garioch 5K in March and most of our group have continued to run with
us, now aiming for longer runs. Some of our members weekly participate in the Hazlehead 5K Parkrun or
Aberdeen Beach 5K Parkrun on a Saturday morning and have run at various races, including the Westhill 10K,
Lumphanan Detox 10k, Anchor Kemnay 10K, Baker Hughes 10K, Newburgh 10K Beach Bash, Run Balmoral
10K and some tackle the longer half marathon runs of Aberdeen and Loch Ness.
We recently welcomed 8 new jog leaders, 6 who qualified in November, and 2 in March. All our leaders are
volunteers, and lead our warm ups and running groups on a variety of routes around the town and sometimes
a bit further afield. Once a month we have a Bun Run, where we run, then eat cake provided by our members
and we have socials throughout the year.
If you are interested in coming along, or just finding out more information, please visit our Facebook group
JogScotland Westhill, our website www.jogscotlandwesthill.org or just come along to the pool and have a chat!
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CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU
South West Aberdeenshire
At our Bureau we aim to provide communities with easy access to a free and
confidential services for citizens to be aware of their rights.
Recent news on the WINDRUSH GENERATION has highlighted that Bureaucracy and
target driven Management can overtake common sense and cause distress to citizens
caught up in life changing circumstances through no fault of their own.
At Citizens Advice we offer advice regarding immigration issues, a case example is
below where we were able to assist. Jon is not the persons real name, all our cases are
confidential.
Jon was being pursued by his bank regarding an unplanned overdraft. He is an asylum
seeker with a wife and child. As an asylum seeker he cannot work and his only source of
income is a weekly payment from the Home Office for fuel and food for himself, wife and
child. Jon asked his bank to freeze the interest and fees on his account as his debt was
building and he had no available income with which to repay the debt. The bank ignored
this request and instructed their solicitors to write to Jon, causing him further worry and
distress.
Citizens Advice provided financial statements and payment proposals to Jon’s bank. They
also complained to the bank about the continuing contact with Jon and that the bank was
ignoring letters from the bureau. The bank ultimately responded by refunding four months’
worth of fees to Jon and also making him a payment for distress and inconvenience caused.
The Bureau can only function with the support of our dedicated volunteers so if you have
some free time each week to offer and would like to get involved then please contact us at
the number below. Volunteering with us will:
• Improve your prospects: Learn new skills to add to your CV. Whether you are
looking to re-enter the job market or for a change of career, you’ll gain skills and
experience.
• Put your talents to use: You can use and share the knowledge and experience
that you already have.
• Give your time when it suits you: We offer flexible hours that mean you can
volunteer at a time that suits you.
If you have a problem, need help or advice, or have a few hours to spare each week
and are thinking of volunteering, then call the bureau on 01224 747714.
Telephone: 01224 747714 · www.swacab.org.uk
The bureau opening hours in Westhill are:
Tuesday and Wednesday 10am–3pm (appointment or drop-in)
Thursday 10am–3pm (appointment only)
Friday 11am–4pm (appointment, plus drop-in from 1pm)
We also have a bureau office in Banchory and 6 outreaches located in Aboyne, Tarland,
Ballater, Braemar, Alford and Lonach, all by appointment only.

Charity Number SC037679

Company Number SC365959
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Girlguiding Westhill
All the units are having a busy term leading up to the Summer break with
lots of fun things going on.
2nd Rainbows carried out a litter pick around the Academy just before
the Easter break and 3rd Rainbows have also just done one, the girls all had great fun.
Thirty-three Brownies are headed away to PGL Dalguise for Adventure Weekend in June
where they are sure to have lots of fun!
2nd Brownies had a fantastic visit to the Altens Fire Station on 16th April as part of their Fire
Safety badge – they learned about what to do in a fire and how to stay safe, they also got
shown round a fire engine and got to try out the fire hose! Everyone loved the visit and they
are very thankful of the time the firemen spent with the girls.
Finally, some really fun and exciting news for Westhill. For their community activity this
term, 2nd Westhill Guides have decided to start a “Westhill Rocks” project. You may have
seen similar projects starting around the country and internationally and the girls are really
enthusiastic about it. The aim of the project is basically to get people in the community
outside and participating in an activity as a community, especially with the nicer weather
coming (we hope).
All you need to do is find a rock/stone/shell (anything natural) and paint a design on it, write
“Facebook: Westhill Rocks” on the bottom and then varnish it (so the rock is weather proof).
You then place/hide the rock somewhere around Westhill (there are certain rules, i.e. the
rock must be “hidden” outside, on public property (so not in anyone’s garden or a business)
and not anywhere that might be a nuisance, e.g. in grass that will be mown. When someone
in the community finds the rock they should ask an adult to take a photo and post it to the
“Westhill Rocks” Facebook page (this is why it is important to include the Facebook tag on
the rock). The finder can then either keep the rock or re-hide it around Westhill.
Feel free to join the Westhill Rocks Facebook Group/Page to participate.

BANKING SERVICES IN WESTHILL
MOBILE BANKS
Bank of Scotland – Friday – 2.45 to 3.15 at Trinity Church car park
RBS – Monday & Wednesday 10.00 to 10.45 at Trinity Church car park
POST OFFICE
The Post Office in Co-op at Westhill Shopping Centre can be used for
bill payments and cash deposits and withdrawals.
It is open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm, Saturday 9am to 5pm
ATMs IN WESTHILL
• Old RBS branch at Westhill Shopping Centre • Outside Tesco store
• Inside Costco store • Westhill Service Station shop in Elrick
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Running for good causes: Myself and Charity
JogScotland Westhill member, Tina Mackay decided to join
the Repper brothers in raising money for the Brain Tumour
charity in November 2017. The Brain Tumour Charity is the
UK's largest dedicated brain tumour charity, committed to
fighting brain tumours on all fronts and making a difference
every day to the lives of people with a brain tumour and their
families. This is a charity close to her heart as her son has a
brain tumour.
Tina said: “I had never run before January but used to go
along to the Baker Hughes 10k and cheer the people on
who were running the for this charity, so I signed up for the
BHGE10k having never done any serious running before.
My friend Karen and I tried doing the Couch to 5km (C25K)
with the app but didn’t do very well! Then we noticed that
JogScotland Westhill were advertising a C25K programme so
at the beginning of January we joined. It was the best thing we
could have done.”
“After the first week, on a cold wintry night, I could have never
have imagined that we would be able to run 5k without stopping
at the end of our 10-week programme!! But I did. In doing the
C25K I have met a great bunch of people; the jog leaders are
really supportive, and the experienced runners were super
encouraging. Running in a group makes all the difference, our
little group of C25K have become good friends
and you get your own personal cheering squad.
We supported one another through those long
runs with lots of discussions about Gin and
Prosecco as well as going to Parkruns and
completing the Garioch 5k together.”
“Running with JogScotland Westhill, you're
also more likely to explore new routes, which
definitely make your runs more interesting and
you get lots of hill training. You are also more
likely to stick to your training, it’s harder not to
show up when you know that your teammates
are, there was no way I would have gone out in
the sleet and rain on my own!”

Dementia Friends
Awareness Session
Wednesday 6th June, 2pm–3pm
Westhill Library
Anybody can become a Dementia Friend. It just involves
learning a bit more about dementia and the small things you
can do to help people with the condition.

“Personally, running with JogScotland Westhill
has had major health benefits. I have lost 2
stone; my blood pressure is better, and my MS
symptoms are much improved.”

A Dementia Friends awareness session lasts around an hour
and is interactive and informative. As a Dementia Friend we
ask that you continue to talk about dementia with family, friends
and colleagues which will continue to raise awareness in the
community, thus creating a dementia friendly community.

After couch to 5k, then on to 10k for charity
what’s next for Tina, she says possibly the
Westhill 10k, then the Glasgow Great Scottish
run. You can check out her Just Giving page
and help raise even more here: https://www.
justgiving.com/fundraising/christina-mackay4.

This session is free to attend but please book a place at
www.dementiafriendsscotland.org or
contact Sarah Geoghegan on 01224 644077 or
sgeoghegan@alzscot.org

Dementia Awareness Week – 4th to 10th June

Making sure nobody faces dementia alone

If you want to more about JogScotland
Westhill, check out their website: www.
jogscotlandwesthill.org

Free 24hour Dementia helpline - 0808 808 3000
Alzheimer Scotland – Action on Dementia is a company limited by guarantee, registered in Scotland
149069. Recognised as a charity by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator, no. SC022315
160 Dundee Street, Edinburgh, EH11 1DQ – tel: 0131 243 1453
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Our Hub Inspires an Active Community
WDCSH are hosting the third Nicol of Skene Westhill 10k on Sunday 24th
June, 2018. Preparations for the 10k event are going well with healthy
numbers signed-up already for both the 10k and Junior Fun runs. A big
thank you to our main sponsor Nicol of Skene for their continued support.
Special thanks also to CNOOC Nexen who are sponsoring the children’s running events for a
third year. Westhill Tesco are also generously supporting the event again this year with supplies
of water and snack bars for the event.
Details of all other race patrons supporting the event can be found on our website https://wdcsh.
org/
Race details and how to enter online are also available via the website.
Volunteers are sought to help on the day of the 10k to assist with marshalling the course route. We
had over 70 volunteers last year and need more this year. Please get in touch by email to wdcsh@
hotmail.com if you are available to help between 8am and noon on 24th June.

Litter – An On-going Problem
No doubt, when you have been out and about, perhaps enjoying a stroll or even when going to do
some shopping, you will have noticed litter lying around. For Scotland to be a proud nation, we must
make greater efforts to improve on this if we are to favourably compare with the more litter free
European countries. If they can do it, why can’t we? In Westhill, we have a small group of volunteers
who for one hour each month, get together to try to clear up as much of this mess as we can. We really
need more people to join in. With enough volunteers, we could cover a larger area and move out from
the park, woods and surroundings that we currently concentrate on. Could you help?
We also lend out our litter picking kit to groups who undertake litter picks on their own. Most recently,
the Rainbows did a pick and had a good time in the process! If you have a group who would consider
this, contact us for more information.
The
remaining
dates for our Litter
Picks in 2018,
which are all on
Saturday mornings
starting at 10:00 at
the Tennis Court
Car Park are:
16th June, 21st
July, 18th August,
15th September,
20th October and
17th November.
For more information contact Raymond Swaffield. email swaffies@talktalk.net or tel 01224 740669.
Give your Litter a Lift – Take it to a Bin!
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Westhill District Amateur Swimming Club
Our year is continuing to gather momentum. In March we
were delighted that we were able to purchase new antiturbulence ropes with the very generous donation from
Apache and we were also able to buy 6 new diving blocks
supplemented with a donation from Nexen and money
awarded to us from the Garioch Area Committee – pictured
here with Sarah Christie lead coach for Bronze Squad along
with Macy Munro, Max Christie and Mya Stephen. Although
predominantly used by ourselves the pool is sometimes used
by other clubs for their competitions so this purchase will be
an asset for many in the community. Our next goal is to raise
enough funds to purchase a new electronic scoreboard,
again for the benefit of the community as can be used during
any club swimming competitions held in Westhill. The first
weekend in May saw us hosting the Invitational Meet. This
is a 2 day event which is well attended by many Scottish
swimming clubs. As part of Westhill Gala Week we will hold
our annual “Take the Plunge” competition on 2nd June for
our local primary schools. Crombie, Elrick, Kingswells, Skene and Westhill battle it out with
fun relay races. Swimmers each have to swim a length and it’s a very noisy and exciting
evening. Crombie has won the trophy the past few years, good luck to all in June – who
knows who will win for 2018.
If your child is in level 4, 5 or 6 with the ‘Learn to Swim Programme’ and aged 7–10
and is interested in competitive swimming please contact our membership secretary at
membership@westhilldistrictasc.org.uk.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY DATES
School Holiday and In-Service dates up to Summer 2019
All dates are inclusive and apply to Westhill Academy and all local Primary
Schools.
Monday 9 July to
Monday 20 August 2018

Monday 11 Feb to Wednesday 13
Feb 2019 (mid-term & In-Service)

Monday 15 October to
Friday 26 October 2018

Friday 1 April to Friday 12 April
2019

Monday 12 and Tuesday 13
November 2018 (In-Service)

Friday 19 April 2019 (Good Friday)
Monday 6 May 2019 (May Day)

Monday 24 December 2018 to
Friday 4 January 2019

Monday 8 July to
Monday 19 August 2019
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DICKIES PHARMACY now at your service in WESTHILL and surrounds
Phone: 01224 749495

We will pick up your
prescription from Skene
Medical Practice on a
daily basis

Collect your ready made up prescription ANY of these locations
1. Dickies Pharmacy Kingswells
2. Dunecht Store and Post Office
3. Kirkton of Skene Village Store

OR take advantage of our FREE home delivery service
OPENING HOURS (Pharmacy)

Dickies Pharmacy

Mon-Fri: 9am-5.30pm

Kingswood Drive, Kingswells,

Sat: 9am-1pm

AB15 8SB

Sun: CLOSED

Tel/Fax: 01224 749495

FREE CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
www.dickiespharmacy.betapharmacysite.co.uk
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Pressure Cleaning Services

For a no obligation quotation Tel: 01224 518508

Email:
Website:

hello@smartenmydrive.com
www.smartenmydrive.com

Specialising in all types of pressure cleaning:
 Driveways, patios, walling, steps, cappings, edgings
 Gutter Clearing & Debris removal
 UVPC Windows, Gutters
 Soffit’s, Facias & Conservatories

cafe open at weekends only during winter
(Oct to March)

• Manicure
• Gel Polish

• Pedicure
• Nail Extensions
on

15%
ﬁrs off
t v
isit

074 0197 33 99
www.facebook.com/LeeBeaute
24 Fare Park Crescent, AB32 6WH, Weﬆhill
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PGM TAXI SERVICE

TA X I
WESTHILL

( 07849 582319
We have 4, 6 and 8 seater vehicles available.
We accept all major credit and debit cards.
Our cars are fully licensed and insured.
Local, Airport, Rail & City Runs
Account Facility also available, please ask for details
Advance Booking Recommended

Unit 5,
Ashdale Drive
Westhill
01224 740063
4

31

2018 Tribute Nights
Friday 29th June

Neil Diamond &
Johnny Cash

Friday 31st August

Take That

Friday 28th September Freddie Mercury
Saturday 27th October Feeva Halloween Ball

From only £22.50 per person
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Where your future counts
Specialists in Small Business Advice and Cloud Accounting
Contact us today to find out how we can grow your business
3 Prospect Place
Westhill
Aberdeenshire
AB32 6SY
www.grampianaccounting.co.uk

01224 748298

Free
initial
meeting!
info@grampianaccounting.co.uk

APPROVED CHARGEPOINT INSTALLER

FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL, ELECTRICAL & SECURITY NEEDS
R
LE
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E
T
V
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APP RGEP
A
CH

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION QUOTE – NO JOB TOO SMALL OR LARGE

T 01224 518418 M 07708 444040 E info@i-protech.co.uk www.i-protech.co.uk

33

FlowerGirl 87
100% Handmade Hair Accessories

“Ultimate relaxation from
the comfort of your home”

Many Styles, Colours to choose from

Mobile Reflexologist & Complementary Therapist
supporting Westhill and the surrounding areas

Contact: Cheryl Ewen
T: 07763 753609 E: cheryl.ilh-reflexology.co.uk
W: www.ilh-reflexology.co.uk

flowergirrl87@gmail.com
07858 902176

Or find us on Facebook/Instagram
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YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
LED Lighting
•
Interior Lighting
•
External Lighting
•
Xmas Lighting
•
Certifier of Construction
•
Rewires
•
Extensions
•
Additional Sockets
Internal & External
•
Testing
•
EICR Reports
•
PAT Testing
•
Phone Points
•
Smoke Detectors
•
Heat Detectors
•
Fuse Board Upgrades

FREE ESTIMATES
•
NO JOB TOO SMALL

DOMESTIC
•
COMMERCIAL
•
INDUSTRIAL
•
MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
Contact : Doug Smith
Phone : 07890 949998
E-mail : westhillelectrical@sky.com
Web : www.westhillelectrical.co.uk

•

Wall mounted TV’s

•

Surround Sound

•

Sonos Systems
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Your Life, Your Dreams, Your Finances
3 Abercrombie Court,
Arnhall Business Park
Westhill, Aberdeenshire
AB32 6FE

www.forbeslawson.co.uk
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01224 747889

Low & Co Hair Design,
Unit
Unit 6,
6,
Westhill,
Westhill,
Aberdeenshire,
Aberdeenshire,
AB32 6RL
AB32 6RL
01224 741986
www.lowandcohairdesigns.co.uk
01224 741986
www.lowandcohairdesigns.co.uk

HailzNailz & Beauty
located within the salon
HailzNailz & Beauty located within the salon

Mark
Mennie
Glazing
Local Glazier with over 35 years experience
REPLACEMENT DOUBLE GLAZING SERVICE
(Faulty, misted, condensated double glazing replacement service)
5 year guarantee on all double glazing
COLOURED GLASS SPLASHBACKS (Any RAL or BS4800 numbers)

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS AND GLAZING PLEASE CALL 07918 081339 or 01224 789889
FOR A FREE QUOTE
Email: markmennieglazingltd@hotmail.com
Please visit my gallery and like Mark Mennie Glazing on Facebook
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Introductory Offer for
Landlords …

…Management Fee!

Why not try our Personal and Reliable Service!
01224 611606 info@parkhillproperties.co.uk

Terms and Condition Apply
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Garden tidies, fences painted and maintained,
lawns cut, trees pruned, hedges trimmed, sheds
erected, tiling, interior and exterior painting,
decorating, wooden and laminate flooring laid,
slabbing, decking, gutters cleared, etc, etc
,
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◊ PC, Laptop, Smartphone & iPad

◊ Smashed screens

◊ Installations & setups

◊ Battery problems

◊ WiFi connectivity issues

◊ Printer setups

◊ Virus & Malware removal

◊ Deleted file recovery

◊ Random reboots

◊ + Much more

◊ General tune-ups

◊ No fix, no fee

07929 192602
info@ascs-ltd.co.uk
www.AberdeenshireComputerServices.co.uk
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A good accountant is
worth their weight in gold
With excellent service, reasonable fees
and efficient turnaround, you can rely
on a Certax accountant for your tax
and VAT returns, payroll, accounts
and financial advice and projections.
A valuable asset that doesn’t cost you
a fortune.

For more information and
a free initial consultation
please call today
Jie Bateman
Mobile: 07854 227508
e-mail:
jiebateman@certax.co.uk
www.certax.co.uk
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A local, family run company
based in Westhill.

BOOK YOUR ANNUAL
BOILER SERVICE ONLINE

www.onlyheating.com
• Boiler installations
• Boiler repairs
• Boiler replacements
• Boiler servicing
• Central heating installations
• Gas, Oil & LPG safety inspections
• General plumbing

• Landlord safety certificates
• Power flushing
• Pump repairs
• Renewable energy products
• Solar heating
• Stove installation
• Unvented hot water cylinders

T: 01224 548840 M: 07854 166439

E: i n f o @ o n l y h e a t i n g . c o m

0% Finance available on Boilers and Stoves
A5 magazine advert update2.indd 4
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Design I Supply I Installation
Visit our showroom at

01224 905050
sales@the-kitchen-gallery.com
www.the-kitchen-gallery.com

Unit 1, Westhill Service Station
Elrick, Aberdeenshire AB32 6TJ
42

STAR BATHROOMS

Design I Supply I Installation
Visit our showroom at

07915 055309
sales@starbathrooms.com
www.starbathroomsaberdeen.com

Unit 1, Westhill Service Station
Elrick, Aberdeenshire AB32 6TJ
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Kippie Lodge
Sports & Country Club

Summer 2018
We have it covered

Come in for a tour today
Only 10 minutes from Westhill - Kippie Lodge is situated just
outside Peterculter. With the widest range of facilities in
Aberdeen there really is nowhere quite like us

Call 01224 734747 to arrange a tour
www.kippielodge.co.uk
Untitled-2 1

North Deeside Road, Milltimber. Aberdeen
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Westhill Gala 2018
Brought to you by:

Westhill & District
41 Club

Westhill & District
Round Table

Many thanks to
our Patrons

Westhill & District
Rotary Club

Live Entertainment
Large Screen TV
Sports

WESTHILL SHOPPING CENTRE
TEL: (01224) 741964

Westhill Gala 20
Saturday 2nd June 5pm–8pm
Westhill Swimming Pool

TAKE THE PLUNGE
Sunday 3rd June 10am–4pm

SCARECROW TRAIL – Westhill Art Project

Follow the Annual Scarecrow Trail
FREE family event, open to all
Pick up the Trail Map at the Co-op from 10am
on Sunday 3rd June
Wednesday 6th June 7.00pm for 7.30pm

BINGO NIGHT – ASHDALE HALL

Licensed Bar available to over 18s only
Tickets £2 (£1 concession, £1 child) including tea/biscuits and
complimentary drink (dependant on age)
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR

GALA DAY

Saturday 9th June 2018 – OPENS 2pm
Granite City Pipes & Drums Band Parade and
Opening Ceremony with GALA Prince and Princess

018 Programme
MAIN ATTRACTION!

The Drakes of Hazard
www.drakesofhazard.co.uk
• INFLATABLES • DANCE GROUPS in Hall
• BEER TENT (over 18s) • BBQ & FOOD STALLS
• LOCAL CHARITY & ROTARY CHILDRENS STALLS

MAIN FIELD ENTERTAINMENT!
Sunday 10th June 1pm Start
Registration from 12 noon – Ashdale Hall Car Park

WESTHILL BIKE RIDE

13 Mile Circular Bike Route – Westhill, Kinellar,
Loch of Skene, Kirkton of Skene, Westhill
Pre Register at Westhill Bike Club Facebook page or at
www.westhillbikeride.co.uk email info@westhillbikeclub.org

W
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2018

Sunday 10th June 1.00pm
Ashdale Hall car park
Registration from 12.00 noon
The annual Westhill Bike Ride started in 1999 and is open to individuals, families
and clubs.
The circular route is 13 miles long and will take riders out of Westhill and into the
surrounding countryside, firstly heading towards Kinellar then back over the hill
with fine views of Loch of Skene, before returning to Westhill via Kirkton of Skene.
Each year the Westhill Bike Ride raises money for local causes and charities, all
donations and sponsorship money will be distributed by the Westhill Gala Committee.
The Westhill Bike Ride is organised by

For more information and to register your place please go to:
www.westhillbikeride.co.uk

If you’re a keen cyclist or complete beginner we’re always keen to welcome
new members. Come and see us at the Westhill Gala on Saturday.

VISIT THE MEN’S SHED STALL
AT THE WESTHILL GALA
Selection of refurbished gardening equipment and tools.
Samples of community projects.
RAFFLE DRAW AT 16.30

Westhill Men’s Shed is an Incorporated Scottish Charity SC042663

© Pergo

MASON LODGE WESTHILL

• Carpets

• Vinyls

• Karndean • Amtico
© Pergo

• Laminates • Wood Floors
• Pergo

• Blinds

• Professional and Friendly Service
• Wide Range
• Competitive Prices
WESTHILL
A944

Mason Lodge

Tel: 01224 744333
Fax: 01224 744388
Email: sales@theflooringlodge.co.uk

Carnie
Roundabout

To
Peterculter
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A944

Elrick

B979

Mason Lodge Skene Westhill
Aberdeenshire AB32 6XR

Westhill
Service
Station

Open Monday to Saturday,
late night Thursday
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BUSINESS
ACCOUNT SERVICES
General Ledger
Accounts Receivable
Accounts Payable
Management Accounts
Invoice Preparation
Year-end Accounts
Job Costing
Monthly Payroll

5

2

ESP Bookkeeping Services was established in
2005, is owned by Suzanne Proctor AICB CB. Cert
PM.Dip. and has grown from strength to strength
over the years. Along with her team of qualified
bookkeepers they pride themselves in giving
clients a friendly and jargon-free service as well as
providing business hours to match their needs.
If your business paperwork is getting on top of you,
why not give us a call to see how we can resolve
your issues.

TAX SERVICES
Individual Tax Returns
Electronic Filing
VAT Returns
Year-round Service

ESP BOOKKEEPING SERVICES
Craigshannoch, Alford, Aberdeenshire, AB33 8EE
Tel: 01975 563411 Mobile: 07719 593 997
Email: info@espbookkeeping.co.uk
Institute of Certified bookkeepers - Practice no. 2519

Collections & Deliveries available by arrangement

www.espbookkeeping.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL TRUSTED GARAGE FOR OVER 20 YEARS.
MODERN FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOP.
ALL OUR MECHANICS HAVE LIFE LONG EXPERIENCE,
LET US LOOK AFTER YOU AND YOUR VEHICLE EVERY MILE OF THE WAY.
GET IN CONTACT OR POP ROUND TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHAT ABERDEEN
VOLKS CENTRE AND OUR TEAM HAVE TO OFFER YOU. YOUR CAR WILL THANK YOU
FOR IT!
Old Skene Road, Kingswells, Aberdeen, AB15 8QA 01224 742520
aberdeenvolkscentre@aberdeenvolkscentre.com
www.aberdeenvolkscentre.com
Servicing – MOT – Repairs – Tyre Fitting – Four Wheel Laser Tracking – Diagnostics Specialist
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DIMBIM SPECIALITY CAKES	
  

Beautiful and Great Tasting

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Wedding	
  cakes	
  
Adults	
  and	
  children’s	
  birthday	
  cakes	
  
Special	
  occasion	
  cakes	
  (graduation,	
  christening…..)	
  
	
  
Different	
  flavours	
  available	
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ABIMBOLA	
  SIKIRU	
  
01224	
  279899	
  /	
  07909	
  861067
14	
  Morven	
  Circle,	
  Westhill.	
  AB32	
  6WD	
  

	
  

Email	
  :	
  dimbim@yahoo.com	
  
	
  	
  www.facebook.com/Dimbimcakes	
  

Make Music, Make Friends!

If you love to sing, come and join the
B-Naturals Ladies Acappella Group!
Where? Westhill Community Church
When? Monday evenings
Time? 7.00–9.30pm
Music and tuition provided. You do not have to be able to read music.
We regularly sing to others at concerts, festivals and charity events and
enjoy sharing our love of four part harmony singing. We have also sang in
Prague and Florence as part of European Music Festivals and are
planning a trip to Germany next!
Singing is good for your health and lots of fun too!
If you would like to arrange a taster session then please contact Mika on
07791 683428.
If you would like to book us to sing at your event please contact us on the
above number or mikamackenzie@aol.com
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Your local registered installer: T&M Slating
Telephone: 01224 634826
Mobile: 07770 872100
Email: barry.tmslating@gmail.com
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Painting and
Decorating

The Cleaning
Company

* Domestic and Commercial
service

Got No Time!!!
Let us do it for you

* All types of interior and exterior
paint work

A good job at a good price

* Complete surface preparation
* Free estimate

Domestic and Commercial
Cleaning with Friendly
Efficient Service

J oanna and Robert

Joanna and Robert

* Wallpaper hanging

M: 07930 895517
T: 01330 860762
E: splawol@wp.pl

M: 07930 895517
T: 01330 860762
E: splawol@wp.pl
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BONNIE BANKS

Garden Maintenance
“Bank on us for a bonnie garden”
Grass cutting and lawn care.
Hedge trimming, pruning and cutting back.
Planting and potting.
Weeding and leaf removal.
Spring and Autumn tidy-ups.
Holiday cover.
Small tree work.
Turf laying and preparation.
Fence maintenance and painting.
Deck staining.
Assembly, maintenance and repairs to:
Garden structures, furniture and greenhouses.
Path and driveway cleaning and repair

For all other enquiries and free estimates
Contact Eric Banks on 07923988896
bonniebanks.gardening@gmail.com

Westhill Fencing
and Decking
Decorative/security garden fencing; Lap panel
fencing; Storm damage repairs and replacement;
Wooden gates, steps, handrails and trellising;
Bespoke garden decking designed and built.
Over 15 years experience. Quality workmanship,
reliable service, competitive pricing
Contact Roger Benton on 01224 791646 or
07711 501 795 e: roger@westhillfencing.com
www.westhillfencing.com
www.facebook.com/westhillfencingdecking
52
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• All Ages Welcome
• Beginner to Advanced
• Acoustic / Electric Guitar
• One-to-One Tuition or Groups
• Rock, Pop, Metal and Blues Styles Covered
• Summer lessons available
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Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a medical charity
which aims to support an extended approach
to health and wellbeing.

Donated Goods &
Volunteers welcome!

We offer therapeutic options to address illness,
improve resilience and maintain wellbeing.
Our particular expertise includes:


Learning disabilities,



Children’s health:
0-18 years



Chronic conditions,



Mistletoe therapy

including autism, ADHD

e.g. ME, stress, allergies

To find out more, contact us on: 01224 862008
or by email: admin@cwt.scot

www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk

Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539 Charity No. SC016291
Registered office: St John’s, Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EP

Camphill Wellbeing Trust is a business name of Camphill Medical Practice Ltd
A limited company registered in Scotland No.SC120539 Charity No. SC016291
Registered office: St John’s, Murtle Estate, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9EP

www.camphillwellbeing.org.uk
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01224 862008

Are your finances heading
in the right direction?

We provide a comprehensive wealth management service, offering specialist
face-to-face advice tailored to you. Our services include:
• Investment Planning
• Retirement Planning

• Inheritance Tax Planning
• Intergenerational Planning

For further details please contact:

McCue Wealth Management Ltd
Tel: 01224 745200 | Email: mark.mccue@sjpp.co.uk
www.mccuewealthmanagement.co.uk

H2SJP25693 04/17
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Why do YOU want to walk?
Getting out in
the Fresh Air

Weight Loss

Meet New
People

Exercise

Health Benefits

Every Wednesday 10 am
Meet at Westhill Community Centre
Hay’s Way, Westhill
Walk for about 1 hr followed by Tea/Coffee
Westhill Community Centre
Tel: 01224 740089 or 01224 472874
Email: westhill.cec@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Nicol of Skene Westhill 10k Fun Run

Sunday 24th June 2018
Start/Finish: Ashdale Hall/Westhill Academy Playing Fields
10k Race Starts at 10am

Entries still available for the 10k race and CNOOC Nexen Junior Fun Runs
Visit https://wdcsh.org/
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west with style
H A I R

&

B E A U T Y

Introducing new
Colour Fresh Create
available in salon now!
Vibrant colour that
lasts up to 20 washes
Book now for your
Free Consultation

New Nioxin!
Fuller, thicker hair
in 30 days

Using our Nioscope Camera
we can see each individual
hair follicle to determine
what treatment is required
to help you achieve fuller,
thicker hair
Book your Free in depth
Nioxin consultation on
01224 741313

L
UNIT 6 ASHDALE DRIVE WESTHILL ABERDEENSHIRE AB32 6LP TEL 01224 741313/744927
www.westwithstyle.co.uk
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SOMEONE’S KNOCKING AT THE DOOR.....
As many of you will be aware, a group of males from the North East of England
targeted householders in the Westhill area a few weeks ago by going door to door
trying to sell cleaning products.
They based themselves in the town and then walked around the streets with their
products in bags, knocking at doors. They told anyone who answered that they
had recently been released from prison and hailed from Middlesbrough. Once
they got talking to residents their message was simple, try and sell the dusters to
you allegedly at £10 each.
I am told that the quality of these dusters on sticks resembled the kind of prop Ken Dodd would have
used back in the day, but I doubt if even he would have bought one.
The problem now facing the householder, possibly a lone female or elderly person, is that they find it
very hard to get rid of the seller. Their selling patter becomes a bit more aggressive asking why you
wouldn’t want to help them in their attempt to do something useful with their time.
The trouble is, they are selling door to door without a Peddlers certificate, which is required by law.
Some were seen looking under flower pots and door mats at premises where no one came to the
door. You can work out yourself what they were looking for. Some were seen to go into the back
gardens, again, what do you think their motive was for that?
Due to a fantastic response from you, the Westhill and Elrick residents, we received several calls
about them and with direction of travel and a description of their clothing, we were able to trace and
charge several of them.
On a Friday, some were arrested and charged and released on citation. The next day saw them
arrested and released on undertaking. When they did it again on the Sunday, they were arrested
and locked up for court on the Monday.
I know for a fact that social media played a part in all of this, one resident reporting it to another and
within a few hours, a lot of the local population were on the lookout not only to protect themselves,
but vulnerable neighbours.
Some simple security advice – lock your door during the day even if you are within the house. If
someone knocks at the door, please have a security chain on so you only have to open it slightly
to speak to the person. If you don’t wish to buy their products, politely tell them that you are not
interested and say goodbye.
If they persist or fail to go, let them know that you will call the Police. Once they go,
please call us so we get the chance to find out if they are genuine or not.
In total, five people were charged with nine offences of operating without a Peddlers
certificate and one was charged with a theft.
www.scotland.police.uk
PC Steve Middleton

SKENE SINGERS
Skene Singers are giving a Concert on Tuesday 5th June at 7.30pm in Trinity Church Westhill.
There will be a varied programme with songs from Musicals, etc. Come along and enjoy the
evening. No tickets required but donations to Choir funds will be gratefully received. Join us for
teas/coffees and biscuits following the Concert when you will have the opportunity to learn more
about our Choir which will recommence in September.
Christine Thomson (Tel. 01224 746743)
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Westhill Golf Club
Unfortunately our opening season match contested between the Gent’s Captain’s team
and his Vice Captain’s counterparts at the end of March was cancelled due to snow. Our
Ladies section possibly knew of something in advance as their opening match was held the
week previous with Lady Captain Julie’s team victorious. However normal service has been
resumed and all of our sections fixture lists are well underway. Already there has been golf of
a very high standard on show with handicaps already tumbling down!!
We have already received great feedback on the condition of the course for the time of
year from both members and visitors. Last year the club invested heavily in some new
machinery and we are already seeing the benefits even with the prolonged winter and growth
at a minimum. Needless to say we won’t be resting on our laurels and with a continuing
improvement plan in place will be working to the get the course to an even higher standard.
Cut off time for renewal of subscriptions has passed with membership levels in all categories
on an even keel. Very pleasing to see is that we welcome over 40 new members to the club!!
There really is no better time to join the club, even more so now that we have introduced the
option to pay fees by direct debit. (See advert below)
Our ever popular Junior programme has commenced, over thirty children have enrolled for
the ten week Monday Clubgolf coaching sessions. Our Lead coach John Boyd ably assisted
by his wife Joyce and their team of volunteer coaches put in a tremendous amount of time
and effort into the coaching programmes which helps the future of the club. All at the club are
very appreciative of their efforts.
Socially we held a celebration of Aberdeen Football Club’s greatest achievement by reliving
their victory in the 1983 European Cup Winners Cup. The match was re-played on a big
screen with the event a sell out with 80 people in attendance. The event was attended by
AFC Club Legend Jim Leighton who very kindly took part in a Q and A session. Many thanks
to Westhill Electrical who sponsored the event. Next on our social calendar is on Saturday
June 23rd with our tribute night to the Jersey Boys courtesy of The Jersey Tones. Places for
this one are charged at £25pp which includes a basket supper, please note this event is for
members and their guests only, however social memberships are available at £5pp.
So as you read it’s pretty positive at the club with lots of things happening, remember “It’s
YOUR club on YOUR doorstep”.
George Bruce, Club Manager

“YOUR Course on YOUR Doorstep”

• All standard of Golfer welcome • NO Waiting List
• Affordable Memberships in all categories
– 7 Day £499; – 5 Day £399; – Seniors £399; – Young Adult 19-24
years £250, 25-30 years £300; – Juniors from £50
• Now with the option to pay fees by Direct Debit
• Good tee time availability • Full Clubhouse facilities • Strong, competitive and
enjoyable Junior Section with full Junior Coaching programme
Further information can be obtained by contacting George Bruce, Club Manager
01224 743361 · www.westhillgolfclub.co.uk
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WESTHILL MUSIC
Westhill Music continues to develop, with the group experimenting with different music styles –
blues, jazz, choral music, popular songs, Scottish tunes, etc. It’s surprising how enjoyable it is to
play the same tune in different styles. At least that is our excuse – the truth is more likely that we are
playing it wrongly! Our excuse is that we are being creative.
If you fancy being creative, and developing new styles of playing, then why not join us at the Community
Centre on Wednesday evenings at 7pm. Please contact Brian Priestley at westhillmusic@hotmail.
com for further details, and to ensure that we have the music in the correct format for you.

SKENE MEDICAL GROUP
PATIENT INFORMATION UPDATE
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE skenemedicalgroup.co.uk
You will find all the information you need on the Practice and the services we provide.
There is also a lot of useful Health Information and Advice and really useful Self Help
pages.
Go on-line to make a routine appointment or order a repeat prescription!
If you are interested in using this service please collect a registration form from the
Practice – call us on 01224 849400 or email us at skene.administrator@nhs.net – it
couldn’t be simpler!
Results and Communication from the Practice
Please contact the surgery for results of any blood tests, urine tests, etc., which you have
had done at the following times only on 01224 849392: 11.00–12.30 or 1.30–4.00
If we do phone you – we will appear as a “withheld” or “unknown” number. Due to
patient confidentiality we do not normally leave messages on an answer machine as other
householders may hear the message and this can make getting hold of patients by phone
really difficult.
**** Ideally Phone us for your Results ****
**If we need to contact please make sure we have your up-to-date/
best contact number**
Oil and Gas UK Medicals
We are registered with Oil and Gas UK and trained to carry out
OGUK offshore medicals and have appointments available to book. You do not need to be a
registered patient at the practice, this is a competitively priced private service and will include a
full examination and all other tests required. We are able to accept chip and pin payments from
all major card providers. Appointments can be booked by phoning 01224 849400. At present,
appointments cannot yet be booked via the web service.
Mobile Phone Numbers
We aim in the future to send patients reminders or updates via text message. We ask that all
patients could ensure that we have an up-to-date mobile phone number for them.
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The Physio says – change your mind,
change anything
That’s quite a broad statement to make, I know. But I’m a great believer in the power of the mind.
I’m a physio, & as the name suggests, I treat physical problems – sore joints and muscles mainly.
Over the many years I’ve practised as a physiotherapist, I’ve learned that you can’t separate the
mind from the body, so what goes on in your brain has a huge influence on the rest of you. Take
the general subject of improving your fitness, for example. It often requires a change in attitude
to really get you started. If there’s an ounce of apathy involved, you won’t reach your goals.
Change that to determination, and you’re half way there. You may need to struggle, but things
that are worthwhile don’t always come easy. To quote Professor Muir Gray, physician and public
health expert, “lots of people pay a gym to struggle, … it’s called training”. It isn’t essential to pay
a gym to get fitter, there are lots of different ways to do that, and many of them are free. What
you do need though, is the motivation. To improve your fitness, perhaps you need to change your
lifestyle, or perhaps you could learn something new.
People learn in lots of different ways. Some need things written down, to hear themselves or
others speak. Some have to visualise the new skill first, looking at pictures or video. For others
it’s in the doing that learning takes place. Action and repetition. If it’s part of my treatment plan,
I get my patients to try the exercises I recommend while they’re with me. Afterwards I give them
a printed sheet home with them, with the exercises illustrated for the visual people, as well as
described, for those that need to hear or read it again. But I can’t be sure they’ll actually carry out
the exercises! So I try and find out what would motivate them to do as I suggest. Often it’s the
desire to be free of pain, which works very well until the pain goes away. Then what? It depends,
of course, what my patients’ goals are, and their reasons for seeking my help. That can be very
different in each case, and is decided on an individual basis. How we learn varies from person to
person, but in every case, to succeed you have to want to learn in the first place.
When I was a student, I loved learning about the body and how it works. I still enjoying learning
new things about it, body and mind. I believe in teaching my patients about their own bodies. If
you have a better understanding of what’s happening in your joints and muscles, then treatments
or exercises not only make more sense, but are likely to be more effective. New knowledge, or
a ‘change of mind’ can be the best motivator for gaining the fullest benefit from the advice given.
Maybe it can change anything...
Have an active, healthy summer!
Heather Wood, Chartered Physiotherapist
Tel. 01224 742139
www.heatherwoodphysio.com

Animal Blessing Service
Craigiebuckler Church Hall
Springfield Road, Aberdeen
Sunday 3rd June, 3.00pm
– All animals with their human companions welcome –
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Westhill Tennis Club
As summer approaches, the club is reaching its busiest time of year. The NESLTA summer
leagues are underway and we wish our men’s and ladies’ teams luck for their matches.
Our members have been taking advantage of the longer evenings by coming along to club
night and our junior and mini members have been enjoying their weekly coaching sessions.
With Wimbledon just around the corner, the club received five pairs of tickets this year
through our club ballot and we hope our lucky winners thoroughly enjoy their day at the
Championships.
As part of our ongoing efforts to improve the club, Tony Aldhous has taken on the role of
our new Welfare Officer. Tony is responsible for promoting safeguarding within our club and
working with all of us to ensure a safe and inclusive environment is achieved. For more
information on our safeguarding policies, please visit our website.
We have also just held our annual Open Day which gave attendees a chance to hit on the
courts and find out more about the club. We would like to thank everyone who attended and
we look forward to seeing you on court again soon.
Our membership runs from April to March but we welcome applications at any time. Please
get in touch for more details or see our website.
Benefits of membership include:
• Free court time for members with online booking sheet
• Social tennis evenings for adults on Mondays and Thursdays from 7pm; Saturdays from
2pm
• Competitive tennis in the North District leagues, both men’s and ladies’ teams
• Opportunities to play in social leagues playing against other local clubs
• Coaching opportunities for all members and organised coaching sessions for minis and
juniors from a qualified coach
• Entry to the Wimbledon ticket Ballot
• Social events throughout the season
Annual membership fees: Family: £150 (Two parents and associated children up to and
including age 17); Adults: £75; Student: £35; Juniors: £28 (11–17 years); Minis: £15 (Must be
aged 10 years or younger on the 1st April 2018)
Members of the public are also welcome to book and pay for a court through our online booking
system and access the courts by collecting a key from Costa Coffee. More information can
be found at: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/westhillLawnTennisClub/Booking.
Contact
Email: westhilltennisclub@outlook.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/westhilltennisclub
Website: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/WesthillLawnTennisClub
In person: Monday evenings from 7pm (Adult Club Night)
Coaching: Vikki Paterson vikkipaterson@hotmail.com
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Services
Sunday – 10.30am – Morning Worship
Crèche (crèche room, downstairs)
Mini Roar! (age 3-5, downstairs)
Roar! (P1-7, upstairs)
Alive! (S1-S3, upstairs)
6.30pm – Soul (S1 and up)
6.30pm – Café Church
(every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

For further details please contact the Church Office (01224) 740291
or email: office@westhillcommunitychurch.org
For room hire call the Church Office
or email: bookings@westhillcommunitychurch.org

Craft Fair
Westhill Community Church have launched a
new community action initiative where we now
have a store cupboard of tinned/dried food
items, toiletries and other items available for
anybody in need. If you, or anybody you know
could benefit from some help from the foodbank
please contact: Tel: 07379 836380 or email
foodbank@westhillcommunitychurch.org.

Saturday 9th June
10am–3pm
www.facebook.com/
rightonyourdoorstepevents/

Street Café
We gather on the Streets at the Westhill Shopping Centre twice a month
to give out free hot chocolate and biscuits!
Come hang out with us! Upcoming dates: Please see website.
Life Café
Each month we run a Life Café event in the Ashdale Hall in Westhill! It
is a relaxed Café drop-in for young people in the community with a cut
price tuck shop, free hot chocolate, video games on big screens, pool, table tennis and more! It
is Free Entry! Next events on: Please see website.
Friday Night Live – Please see website.
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We have a new Summer menu, if you haven’t been in for a while come along and try something new! You
can also now get a delicious bacon roll or pancake stack in the morning to start the day! VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES are always available if you are looking for something to fill your time and an opportunity
to meet new people then pop along and see us to find out more. We also have young people volunteering
for hours towards their Saltire Awards or Duke of Edinburgh Awards. No experience is necessary. The only
criteria is that you must be over 13 years of age, be relatively physically able (it gets busy!), and have a
willing heart to serve and meet people.
OPENING HOURS are Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 3pm.

Holiday Bible Club 2018
This year Holiday Bible Club takes place in Westhill Community Church and runs from Monday 9th
July through to Friday 13th July (10am–12.15pm). Open to children going into P1 through to S1 and
is completely free! Registration forms can be picked up from Trinity Church or Westhill Community
Church and can be also be downloaded via www.westhillcommunitychurch.org (to secure a place
for your child please have their registration forms handed in asap)

Echt, Skene & Midmar Agricultural Association
Recognised in Scotland as a Charity No SCO13971
A Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered in Scotland No SC 267257
This year, Echt Show weekend kicks off on Friday 13th July and continues on Saturday 14th for what promises
to be a bumper Show! We hope to see you there.
On Friday 13th you can hear the most famous Bagpipe Band in the world – Red Hot Chilli Pipers performing in
the marquee. Supporting them this year is local singer Ellie Robertson who has the voice of an angel.
Admission is by ticket only available from the website www.echtshow.co.uk or by telephoning 07870 613437.
If they are purchased before the end of May, a generous discount is available. Get the weekend off to a great
start!
This year the show is hosting the Limousin Grand Prix which will display the finest Limousin cattle from all of
the country as well as the usual display of popular Livestock – cattle, sheep, goats and horses. There will be an
education tent, children’s races and a magician for the children.
But what of all the other attractions? There will be a sheep shearing competition for you to admire the dexterity
of the clippers, the grace of the highland dancers is enviable and the strength of the heavies who compete in
the ring and also those who pull in the Tug of War is amazing. We welcome back Kintore Piper Band. The Dog
show increases in popularity each year and you’ll find details for all competitions and entry forms too on Echt
Show’s website.
Browse round the stands, find out who won the Echt Show sausage making competition or enjoy the fun of the
Fair and the mouth-watering catering facilities on site. The weekend draws to a close with Night Fever Disco
in the marquee.
The Show is indebted to its very many sponsors. Nicol of Skene, and Aberdeen Concrete are our main sponsors
and Grass Guzzlers is a key sponsor. Aberdeenshire Council’s support is gratefully acknowledged.
www.echtshow.co.uk • secretary@echtshow.co.uk
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KITCHENS : BATHROOMS
UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS
LAMINATE FLOORS : STAIRS
CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
INSURANCE WORK
Please call for more information

Contact Trevor Tosh

Tel (01224) 742201
Mobile 07976 931210

email: westhilljoinery@gmail.com

SLATING • POINTING • GUTTERING • ROUGHCASTING
FLAT ROOFS • TILING • uPVC CLADDING

5 St Peters Lane, Aberdeen, AB24 3HW
Tel & Fax: 01224 634826
Mobile: 07770 872100
Email: barry.tmslating@gmail.com
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New Treatment:

Shellac Nails
ZEN

BEAUTY

P RO F E S S I O N A L B E AU T Y T H E R A P I S T

@HOLIDAY INN WESTHILL
Tel: 01224 270318
www.zenbeautyaberdeen.com

Z E N A A DA M

!
!

Baby and Toddler music classes!
Have fun with your little one and help develop their

CREATIVITY*CO-OPERATION*
LISTENING*COMMUNICATION* LANGUAGE

With songs, rhymes and moving to music,
plus lots more fun stuff
Classes
Westhill Community Church
Wednesday mornings
Please contact Sally to book your place
Tel: 07854 601033
Email: sally.lowe@musicalsteps.co.uk
Facebook: Musical Steps Westhill
www.musicalsteps.co.uk
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VINESPRING CHURCH
Hi everyone, welcome to summer! And if you have just moved into Westhill, welcome to Westhill!
Finally, we are having a lot more share of the sun than has been over the winter and earlier in spring.
Plus, more daylight as well, which is great! We're all beginning to see a lot more buzz around the
central parts of town and other areas too. Parents of young ones can take them out to play without the
overhanging chill of winter nor the rain. It is both refreshing and somewhat reviving to the soul. Could
this be why Solomon the wise thinker once said that, “Light is sweet, and it pleases the eyes to see the
sun.”?* Well the pleasure has been that of many, as the heat replaces the chill.
Such pleasure is not meant for the eyes alone. Our lives go through seasons too, and while some
may be emerging from a winter, others could be gathering their consolations for a season of difficulty.
Whatever season you may be in, we at Vinespring Church are happy to share experiences with you. This
is only possible because we know and see daily, how faithful and gracious God is to all who would come
to him. It is for this reason that we invite everyone to come along to our weekly meetings, particularly
those who are seeking to explore the Christian faith, are yet to belong to a home church, or simply need
a refuge. Such fellowship and connection can bring great warmth and security to the soul.
Vinespring Church is an addition to our local blend of churches, with a mission to touch lives, and
change perceptions through the gospel. Our meetings are on Sundays 11am at the Holiday Inn (Aboyne
and Banchory suites), and on Fridays, (Bible study/prayers) at the Shepherd's Rest near Premier Inn,
Westhill. For more details please visit our website: www.vinespringchurch.co.uk
In the meantime, whatever challenge, struggle or difficulty you may be facing – it can be shared; never
walk alone. In the same way, feel free to share your joy and victories with someone else. It may just be
the encouragement they need to step back from the brink. Now, have a fabulous summer!
*Ecclesiastes 11:7 NIV
Chika Edeh, Pastor at Vinespring Church

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
WESTHILL OPEN AWARD GROUP
Contact Katie, Paul and the team of volunteers at
WesthillDoE@aol.co.uk or look online at www.WesthillDoE.co.uk
CONGRATULATIONS to our latest Bronze, Silver and Gold Award completions and it’s a
bumper batch including two sets of siblings at Gold Award level:
Bronze Award: Meg Berryman, Heather Bowie, Liam MacLeod, Zak Wood, Cara Benson,
Kayleigh Pilkington, Emma Smith, Calum Macmillan, Tom Dyas, Sophie Morrison, Eillidh Smith,
Osose Ebodaghe, Jenna Starkey, Lucy Stephen
Silver Award: Harry Savage, Molly Hunter, Sean Corr, Archie Bradshaw, Stuart Florence,
Duncan Depsquale, Alex Mills
Gold Award: Abbie Strachan, Jack Strachan, Daniel Bellarby, Clair Bellarby, Rebecca Lowson,
Lloyd Roughton, Lauren Abercrombie
Our 11th year of Expedition section activities is taking shape once again. With 4 Gold Award level
teams, 5 Silver and 6 Bronze teams it will be busy as ever. Our volunteer leaders do an amazing
job. Contrary to what you might imagine, their own children are not currently doing their Award!
That speaks volumes for the level of commitment they show in helping so many participants to
take part. It is also wonderful to have young leaders joining us and hopefully an indicator that
the local community can expect further capacity building down the line. Remember, if you have
STARTED YOUR AWARD and need help to finish it, contact: WesthillDoE@aol.co.uk
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Westhill Walkers
Open to all no matter what your age or ability
After what seemed like a very long winter we are enjoying longer days and better weather
and we now have a choice of walks on most days to cater for a wider range of abilities. We
meet on alternate Sundays throughout the year and also have a variety of social events and
weekends away.
In February we held our highly successful ceilidh and dinner at Elphinstone Hall in Old
Aberdeen. This event grows in popularity every year and this time we had a record attendance.
Excellent food and great music from our favourite Garioch Blend.
By the time this Bulletin is issued we will have spent what we hope will be an excellent
weekend at the Craignure Bunkhouse on the Isle of Mull. This weekend proved so popular
that we finished up with 20 members in the bunkhouse, 3 in a fancy tent and a final 2 in a
campervan.
The heavy snow early in the year did result in a few changes to walks. After a group
reconnoitring one walk finished up almost waist deep in snow it was decided that a lower
level walk would be a much better option. Hopefully there will be no such problems for the
next few months and we have several munros on the programme for those who would like a
more strenuous walk. The programme for the remainder of the year should be available on
our web page soon.
Why don’t you come and join us? No need to be a resident of Westhill and you are free to try
a couple of walks with us before you join the club. There are no restrictions on age or ability
but under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. Dogs are welcome with the proviso that the
owner keeps them under control at all times.
For more information see our website at westhillwalkers.wordpress.com or contact Tony
(01224 740505) or Lin (01224 740165).
We also have a Facebook page so have a look and see photos of our recent walks.
Some forthcoming walks/social events – please join us and be sure of a very warm
welcome. More details on the web page.
Sunday
27th May
08.00

A) Broad Cairn and Cairn Bannoch 21km
An ascent of these two munros with a return by Dubh Loch.
B) Loch Muick 10.5km
A circular walk round Loch Muick with the option to go on to the Dubh Loch (an additional
7.5km).

Sunday
10th Jun
08.00

Glen Doll/Loch Esk Circular 15.5km
From Glendoll Lodge the walk follows part of Jock’s Road before turning east past
remote Loch Esk to Bachnagairn and a return to Glen Doll.

Sunday
24th Jun
08.00

A) Loch Phadruig and Loch Callater 12.5km
From Keiloch through Ballochbuie Forest to remote Loch Phadruig. Return via Loch
Callater to Auchallater.
B) Ballochbuie Forest 9km
A pleasant walk on some of the many tracks through Ballochbuie Forest with a visit to
the Falls of Garbh Allt.
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WESTHILL & DISTRICT
COMMUNITY MINIBUS
Two WESTHILL COMMUNITY MINIBUSES
are available for hire by clubs
and organisations

One bus takes 14 passengers + driver,
the other takes 16 passengers + driver
Driver Supplied or Self-Drive

CONTACT DAVID RITCHIE
01224 744058 or 07989 637461

Email: westhill.minibus@gmail.com
*Volunteer Drivers Wanted
for a few hours each month

A.J. LANDSCAPES LTD

BOB DEANS

Tel: 01224 784109
www.ajlandscapesltd.co.uk

Quality Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
Private and Commercial
Ames Taping
COMPETITIVE RATES – NO VAT

Lock Blocking · Paving
Fencing · Walling · Turfing
Hedge Trimming
Garden Tidy-ups

For a prompt and reliable service
Tel: 01224 692577
Mobile: 07901 696980

Free no obligation estimates

Email: bobdeans1@outlook.com
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B. MACKLAND BUILDERS
BUILDING, JOINERY, ROOFING & EXTENSIONS

ABERDEEN UNION SQUARE

Every Saturday & Sunday

160 Auchmill Road, Bucksburn
Aberdeen, AB21 9NA
Telephone: 01224 912504
Email: brianmackland@gmail.com
Website: www.b-mackland.co.uk

Just £2.50 per Ticket

Building Renovations · Roof Repairs

Movies for Juniors

Carpentry & Joinery · Home Extensions

Cinebabies

Loft Extensions · Repointing · Driveways

Every Wednesday at 11am

Over 30 Years Experience
Free Estimates
Domestic & Commercial Work
Undertaken
All Work Guaranteed

& Saturday at 10am
ALL FILM TIMES AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.Cineworld.co.uk/cinemas/

aberdeen-union-square

Member of the Accredited Register of Foot Health Practitioners

Alison Donaldson BAcc CA

Qualified Foot Health
Practitioner
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Routine & Preventative Foot Care • Corns/Hard Skin
Toenail Cutting • Verrucae

Trudi C Deans
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HOME VISITING PRACTICE • APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
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DAVID MASSIE
CARPENTRY & JOINERY
SERVICES LTD
(OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE)

,

All joinery work undertaken
Stairs, Doors & Windows:
Manufacture & Fitting
Tel: 01330 811906
Mobile: 07816 596541
davidmassiecjs@gmail.com

FREE ESTIMATES
web: www.listerelectrical.co.uk

Clean Feet

Problems taking care of your feet and nails?
Want to pamper them a little bit?
Then let someone else do it for you
Make your feet smile

Foot Care
Relax whilst someone removes what life
throws at your feet
Nail Care
A gentle and sensitive approach to nail
management and promote good foot health
Foot and Lower leg massage.
Assist general foot health
Care and Residential Home
visits can be arranged
Call 07745 611550
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B&K
Davidson
t/a Culter Electrical
& Plumbing
Electrical Plumbing
& Heating Contractor

A professional and reliable service
from a business with over fifty years
experience in the industry
• Heating servicing and repairs (sorry not
all boilers) • Natural Gas, Oil and LPG Boiler
replacements • Central heating and electrical
fault finding a speciality • Most types of
heating repairs • Domestic electrical repairs
• Most plumbing repairs

Mobile: 07711 222804

42 Dalmaik Terrace, Peterculter,
Aberdeen, AB14 0TR
Email: brian.ceps@gmail.com

Facials
Using award winning Jane Scrivner range
Spray Tans - natural body bronzing spray tan

iappeal
The modern way to have lashes lifted & curled

75

1st WESTHILL
SCOUT GROUP

Charity No. SC017801

Here we are again and the sun is shining – perhaps Spring is come and Summer on its way...
Beavers were as always ‘Beavering away’. Being one of the most curious members of the Group
– they want to see and experience all the ‘stuff’ they can – and our Leaders are always being
challenged to give them the most exciting and interesting experience they can – and they certainly
do deliver.
A visit to the Inverurie
Police Station where
the
youngsters
experienced
being
behind bars!, and
wearing handcuffs –
all fun and games with
the Police Scotland.
Amazon Beavers held a ‘Science of Liquids’ evening with their newest
Leader, Mel. She made lots of experiments using dry ice – lots of colours,
bubbling in glasses and steam coming off them...very Harry Potter!
Not to be outdone – Stephen, Leader of Beechwood Scouts took them
to ‘Transition Extreme’ for a
shot on the climbing walls –
the walls are not for the faint
hearted! Cobra Patrol was
the winners and two of the
Scouts, Robbie and Aaron
were presented with their
Chief Scout Award.
The latest event was
the inauguration of
the ‘Year of Young
People 2018’ held
on 16th February.
As can be seen
there was a great
turnout of the young
folks of Westhill.
If you are new to Westhill, been in Scouting or one of our longer residents and remember your time
with the Group and fancy getting involved in Scouting again – as you can see it is still as exciting
and varied as it ever – then get in touch.
GSL Chris – 01224 746773, Norman Hall – 01224 740795, www.facebook.com/1st-WesthillScout-Group-543233795690069 more to see of the doings of the Group.
Waiting List – Jackie Poppleton – jacq.pop@gmail.com
Booking the Scout Hall for parties or other social events – westhillscouts@hotmail.co.uk
Scoutabout Carole
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WESTHILL AND DISTRICT
MEN’S SHED
make friends, share interests and help our community
Shed Extension
We have received planning permission for our extension and are now in the process
of raising funds. The extension, which we hope to complete by the end of the year, will
allow us to significantly expand our workshop, creating space to practice new activities
such as welding.
She Shed
The initial group of She Shedders have now finished
their DIY training, and now know how to use hand
tools, make joints, put up shelves, mend dripping taps,
and adjust cupboard doors. Some are also qualified
on power tools. They are now going on to work on
their own projects, with several making shoe racks.
The She Shed is now closed for summer, but if you
would like to be on the list to begin learning DIY skills
in the Autumn, then just send a message to our contact
email address, contact@westhillmensshed.co.uk. We
take students and adjust the training to them, so you
don’t need to know anything beforehand.
Grampian Transport Museum Display
After four-and-a-half years in the making, our model
railway layout is now on display at the Grampian
Transport Museum at Alford. The original model is
too fine to be played with, so our modellers made a
smaller railway set and a Scalextric track which can
be used by visitors.

Congratulations to our first group of She
Shedders, who have completed their
DIY training

Our model railway, now on display at
the Grampian Transport Museum

Raffle
Tickets for our summer raffle can still be purchased at the Men’s Shed. You should also
have received a book of tickets through your door; we gratefully request that these be
returned to the Shed by the end of May. The raffle will be drawn at the Westhill Gala.
Tool Sale
Thanks to everyone who came along and helped make our latest tool sale a great
success. On a beautiful early spring day, we managed to raise over £1000 to keep the
Shed up and running.
The Men’s Shed is located in the old library next to Westhill Academy and the swimming
pool; see our website for further details. We always welcome new members, so why
not drop in and give it a go? We are open Monday and Friday, 10am to 4pm, and
Wednesday, 3pm to 8pm. All men over 18 are welcome.
contact@westhillmensshed.co.uk Tel 01224 917345 www.westhillmensshed.co.uk
Registered charity. SCIO number SC042663
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Westhill in Bloom 2018
Application/Nomination Form
If you are nominating a friend or neighbour please add their contact details below as well
as your name and telephone number in the “other information” section.
Name.....................................................................................................................................................................
Address................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................
Phone Number..................................................................................................................................................
Email address.....................................................................................................................................................
Please tick the category you would like to enter:
Best basket/container

Best communal garden/residential street

Best front garden

Best back garden

Other information............................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................
Date.................................................... Signature.............................................................................................
Please email to: WesthillinBloom@hotmail.com or post/hand to any of the community
council contacts on page 2 of Westhill Bulletin by 16th July 2018.
There will be small prizes for the winner in each category.
78

Sooyang Do Martial Arts classes in Westhill/Skene – Culter – Banchory
Minnows class in Westhill for 4-5-6 year olds no grading pressure – all other
classes available for children and adults at separate class times for better focus
Dave Bremner – Chief Instructor – Tel: 07970 188825
E mail: Dbmartialarts28@gmail.com

The Garlogie Inn

Garlogie Village, Aberdeenshire, AB32 6RX
(3 miles west of Westhill, on the B9119 Tarland road)
Morning coffee from 9.30am to 11.30am
Lunch served from midday until 2pm (Mon to Fri)
Early bird evening and dinner menu from 5pm (Mon to Fri)
Food served all day Saturday and Sunday
NEW MENUS NOW AVAILABLE
We are a privately owned Restaurant by the Quinn family in our 30th year, we appreciate your continued support

Call 01224 743212 for reservations
79

www.garlogieinn.com

Fencing Contractors
EST 10 YEARS
F J Moir

Tel 07709 875305 or 01330 833680
Email findlay.moir@tesco.net
All types of fencing work undertaken,
including repairs
ØAgricultural
ØEquestrian
ØDomestic
ØForestry

Reliable, competitive and every job important

CITY & SHIRE
DOMESTICS
LOW CALL-OUT
CHARGE

FRIENDLY
HILLS
ROOFING
SERVICES

Domestic Appliance Repairs
and Installations

INCORPORATING
WESTHILL & SKENE

35 years experience

LOW PRICES AND GOOD
CUSTOMER SERVICE

Prompt and Reliable Service

FREE ESTIMATES
REPAIRS/RENEWALS
GUTTERING/DOWN PIPES
SLATING/TILING/RIDGING
FLAT FELT ROOFS
MORTAR/POINTING

All makes and models
Washing Machines, Cookers,
Driers, Fridges, etc

www.cityandshiredomestics.co.uk

Tel. Ian with 23 years roofing experience

01224 467943
07855 970583

MOBILE:
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Tel:

Email:

07926 582 844

chill10@sky.com

We have over 25 years’ experience working with individual and corporate clients on a
number of small, medium and large architectural projects throughout the northeast

· Free initial consultation · Full design service
· Building consents obtained
· Extensions and alterations · Conversions · New builds
Tel: 01224 782035 Mob: 07783 148045
Email: info@groundwaterdesign.co.uk
41 Bracken Road Portlethen AB12 4TA
www.groundwaterdesign.co.uk

aandm

Complete Bathroom and
Kitchen Installation
Plumbing I Joinery
Plastering I Tiling
All work is fully guaranteed and covered
by public liability insurance

Call Martin on 07825788012
Email: aandmbathrooms@yahoo.co.uk
www.aandmbathrooms.com
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Rotary Out and About

With spring behind us I hope you had the chance
to catch the beautiful display of crocuses we had
this year, planted as part of Rotary International’s
Purple for Polio campaign.
Spring also marked the end of the curling season
and, whilst this is a very social sport played over the winter months,
our small band of curlers enjoyed ending the year on a high by
winning the trophy in Rotary’s “Double Knockout Competition”,
coming through the completion undefeated.
In March the winner of our young musician competition, Erin MacDonald, went on to represent Westhill in the
District Finals in Perth but despite getting extensive praise for her performance she was unfortunate not to be
placed amongst the winners.
Also during March we had our local Primary 7 Schools Quiz and in a close fought competition Westhill 2 came
out winners of the Centenary Cup thanks to their knowledge across a wide range of subjects. The team then
went on to the Rotary Zone finals, which we hosted in Westhill in April but the winners this time were from
Robert Gordon’s college.
Our membership has seen a couple of changes as we said farewell to one of our long standing, founder
members Peter Tong, who is moving to his new home ‘down south’. However, on the same night that we said
our goodbyes to Peter we welcomed our newest member Lisa Edmonston to the club.
During April we held a very successful Charity Race Night at the Ashvale and, as well as enjoying a fun night
of sporting entertainment, over £1,700 was raised to support the Holmia Children’s Eye Fund in their efforts
to purchase some vital equipment for use at Royal Aberdeen Children’s Hospital to test the eyes of premature
babies.
Our social activities also included an entertaining and romantic Valentine’s Dinner at Woodbank House and
an equally enjoyable Burns Supper.
One of the highlights of our weekly meetings was the talk we received on the First Responders service
focusing on the use of CPR and defibrillators. This was followed by a training session given to members on
the application of CPR, which left us all with a greater degree of confidence to undertake this procedure in the
unlikely event we are called upon.
On the international front we arranged a collection of furniture and clothing to support the establishment of a
women’s refuge in Sierra Leon in conjunction with St Fitticks Rotary Club of Aberdeen.
We are now following this by organising the collection of unwanted bicycles for distribution in Africa. See our
advertisement on page 58 for full details and please bring your bikes along to the shopping centre or to the
Gala on the collection dates.
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Do YOU want to practise
your spoken English?

What do YOU want to learn?
Help Kids with
homework
Reading
and
Writing

On the Last Tuesday of every month
10 – 11:30 am

Driving Test
Theory

Drop in for a Chat & Refreshments and find
out what happening in your area
Westhill Community Centre
Hay’s Way, Westhill AB32 6XZ

Computer
Skills
Understanding
Numbers
Complete
Application
Forms
ESOL English for Speakers of
Other Languages

CV
Writing
Building Bridges for a Brighter Future
Ann Bothwell
Westhill Community Centre
Tel: 01224 740089
Email:

Westhill Community Centre
Tel: 01224 740089 or 01224 472874
Email: ann.bothwell@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

ann.bothwell@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Westhill & District Senior Citizens Group
We’ve had a varied Programme this term – with Singers, speakers and Entertainers.
The attendance has been very good with numbers around 40 and quite a few new
faces!
Our last Meeting is on Thursday 7th June when we have a Dog Agility/Obedience
demonstration.
We have a Bus Trip booked to Aboyne on Thursday 14th June. Having Afternoon Tea
at the Lodge on the Loch. If we have any spaces left on the bus we could open this to
non-members. Cost for Members is £10 and would be £20 for non-members. We will
leave Trinity Church at 1pm and be back at 4.30pm. If you are interested this must be
booked in advance by contacting myself below.
We restart again on Thursday 6th September 2018 – with In the Mood – Singers
and on the 20th September we have “Songbook Melodies”. We have also booked
Inverurie Concert Band, Speyside Owls and The Glee Club.
We have already booked our Seniors Christmas Lunch at the Holiday Inn Westhill on
Thursday 13th December from 12 midday to around 3.30/4pm. If you would like to
join us (and not wanting/unable to join the Senior Citizens Group then please contact
me on the details below).
We have welcomed a few new members and would welcome anyone over
the age of 55 to come and visit us.
Our Group meets every alternative Thursday from 2pm to 4pm
in the Hall at the back of Trinity Church. Open to those age 55
years and over.
Cost is £3 per session for refreshments and a one-off £6
annual subscription.
Contact Heather Cook for further information. Telephone 01224 741194 heathercook@
tiscali.co.uk.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR COMPANY ON CHRISTMAS DAY?
Yes, it is only May/June, but bookings have to be made. If you are likely to be on
your own, would you like to join a group for lunch at the hotel or local restaurant?
To overcome any shyness our Bulletin Editor David has kindly agreed we may
use the Bulletin for email replies, address westhill.bulletin@gmail.com and phone
calls to 01224 740637, not to David. Closing date for names is 1st October.
Numbers will dictate time and the cost is likely to be in the region of £30*–£70pp.
A deposit will be required to save any embarrassment on the day if numbers fall
*half portion
off.
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• Do those new jeans need shortening?
• Would your dress �it better if it was
lifted at the shoulders?
• Are those suit trousers too tight?

also available
Sewing Class for small groups

T: 01224 745444 E: sewswiftwesthill@gmail.com
www.sew-swift.co.uk
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WESTDYKE LEISURE CENTRE

4 WESTDYKE AVENUE, WESTHILL
TEL (01224) 743098 • westdykeleisure@gmail.com
Mini-Kindergym
A fun and stimulating parent and child exercise class for children aged 12-24 months.
Developed to encourage toddlers co-ordination and social skills. Stimulating equipment is
used including a ball pool, soft play, climbing frame, trampoline, parachute, etc.
Friday: 9.45 (crèche available), 10.45
Kindergym
An exciting structured class for children aged 2+ to encourage co-ordination, balance,
confidence, social skills, etc. A large range of stimulating and challenging equipment
including beams, a climbing frame, jumping box, trampoline, parachute, etc.
Wednesday: 1-1.45, 2-2.45 Thursday: 9.30-10.15, 10.30-11.15, 1-1.45, 2-2.45
+ crèche is available at 2pm on both days
Jumping Jacks
An exciting, imaginative, structured class for pre-school children who attend on their own.
Classes help to develop children’s co-ordination, concentration, balance,
basic gymnastic moves, etc. Tuesday: 10-10.45, 1-1.45, 2-2.45
Gymnastics
Recreational classes teaching primary aged children bar, beam, box and floor work.
Monday: Pr2/3 4-4.45, Pr3/4/5 4.45-5.45, Pr5/6/7 5.45-6.45
Tuesday: Pr1 3.45-4.30, Pr1/2 4.30-5.15
Fitkids
Fun packed fitness class suitable for primary 1-3 children. Lively class based on
traditional and new games. Wednesday: Pr1 3.35-4.15, Pr2/3 4.15-4.55
Toddlers
A large range of toys and equipment set up in the hall.
Monday morning from 9.30-11.30
2’s Group
An introduction to the Playgroup setting. Monday: 1.30-2.45
Math Monkeys
Making learning maths fun for P1-3.
Monday: 3.30-4.15
Indoor Bowling
For both beginners and experienced players.
Monday: 1.30-3.00
ALL CHILDREN’S CLASSES ARE LED BY QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED COACHES
MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE DURING THE DAY AND IN THE EVENING
GYM HALL AVAILABLE FOR PARTIES SATURDAY/SUNDAY
OUTSIDE LETS INCLUDE: Westdyke Community Club, Pilates, Yoga, Sew Swift,
Sooyang Do Martial Art, GCRA, Brazilian Football, Men’s Indoor Football
DENMAN PLAYGROUP
Monday-Friday: 9.15-12.25 Age 2.5-4 years
Our qualified staff run a warm and welcoming playgroup offering a fun environment
catering for each child’s individual needs
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USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Mother & Toddlers Groups
Community Wing.................. 01224 740089
Westdyke Leisure Centre..... 01224 743098
Playgroups
Scout Hall............................. 01224 742059
Skene................................... 07789 871601
Denman................................ 01224 743098
Pharmacy, Lloyds – Shops..... 01224 742742
Pharmacy, Lloyds – Surgery... 01224 279489
Police (non emergency).......................... 101
Post Office (Shops)................ 01224 740858
Post Office (Ind Est)............... 01224 740010
Primary Schools
Crombie................................ 01224 740900
Elrick.................................... 01224 741900
Skene................................... 01224 743242
Westhill................................. 01224 740225
Secondary School, Academy..01224 740111
Scouts.................................... 01224 740795
Social Work Department......... 01224 849499
Squash & Fitness
Peter Nicol Centre................ 01224 742329
Swimming Pool.................... 01224 744933
Tennis Club.......................... 07907 486255
Trinity Church......................... 01224 742512
Veterinary, Town & Country.... 01224 741685
Water Authority...................... 0845 6018 855
Westdyke Leisure Centre....... 01224 743098
Westhill Bowling Club............. 01224 360706

A2B dial-a-bus hotline............ 01467 535333
Aberdeenshire Council
All Enquiries......................... 0345 6081208
50+......................................... 01224 740089
Adult Education Classes........ 01224 740089
Air Training Corps................... 01224 708807
Ardene House Vets................ 01224 740700
Ashdale Hall........................... 01224 740137
Boys’ Brigade......................... 01224 742262
Childcare
Breakfast Club...................... 01224 740089
After School Club................. 01224 740089
Holiday Club......................... 01224 740089
Church of Scotland Minister... 01224 745955
Citizens Advice Bureau.......... 01224 747714
Community Centre................. 01224 740089
Community Education............ 01224 740089
Community Mini-bus............... 01224 744058
Dentists’ Surgery
Abercrombie Dental Practice,
NHS – Abercrombie Court,
Prospect Road..................... 01224 745447
Business, Private –
Ashdale Drive....................... 01224 742513
Westhill Dental Practice,
Old Skene Road................... 01224 741339
Arnhall Practice.................... 01224 849484
Doctors’ Surgery..................... 01224 849400
Results................................. 01224 849392
Repeat Prescriptions............ 01224 849393
Electricity Emergency............... 0800 300999
Gardening Club...................... 01224 742639
Gas Emergency.........................0800 111999
Golf Club (Pro)....................... 01224 740159
Girls’ Brigade, 1st Skene........ 07792 471199
Girl Guides............................. 01224 747741
Lawsondale Pavilion............... 01224 742836
Library.................................... 01224 472871
Nursery
Bridges................................. 01224 744741
Childcare Info....................... 0800 2983330
Kindergym............................ 01224 740089

Did we get your
number right?
Are you missing
from the list?
If you need any changes,
why not get in touch by email?
westhill.bulletin@gmail.com
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Supporting families
through all of life’s
performances.
•
•
•
•

Savings & Investments
Tax Planning
Pensions & Retirement Planning
Estate Planning

Our new address is
4 Kingshill Park, Venture Drive
Arnhall Business Park
Westhill, AB32 6FL
Tel: 01224 432 227
info@acumenfp.com
acumenfp.com
Accredited Financial Planning Firm
of the Year 2016 TM

Acumen Financial Planning Limited is authorised & regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority. FCA number 218745 Tax planning and
tax advice is not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

