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Community Council  

Name Position Present 
Charlie Love (Chairperson)  

Heather Brock (Deputy Chairperson)  
Vacant Secretary X 

David Ritchie Treasurer  
Clare Davidson (Minutes Secretary)  
Heather Coull Member  

Raymond Swaffield Member  
Bill Loudon Member  

Dawn Anderson Member  
Kate Lumsden Member X 

Alan Eastell Member X 
John Long  Member  

Diane Priestley Member   
John Thornton Member  
Ken Stewart Member  
John Hunter Acting Chairperson  
Daniel Hay Member  

Mandy Duggan Member X 
Stuart Bews Member  
Brian Colvin Acting Minutes Secretary  
Chika Edeh Member  

Cllr David Aitchison Ward 13 Councillor X 
Cllr Iris Walker Ward 13 Councillor X 
Cllr Ron McKail Ward 13 Councillor X 

Cllr Alistair McKelvie Ward 13 Councillor X 
 

Members of Public/Invited Guests 
Aileen Swaffield H Palmer B Palmer 
Linda Lawson J Farquhar Nick Humphreys (Press & Journal) 
Jacquie Cowie Pam Simpson John Anderson 
Philip Wilkie G Bett Judith (surname unknown) 
Robert Fowler G Duguid Ken Shepherd 
Mandy Urquhart  Ken Young 

 
 

Item 
Action/ 

Attention 
1 Acting Chairperson’s welcome, opening remarks and background 

Acting Chairperson John Hunter (JH) opened the meeting and welcomed all 
Members, residents and Councillors.  
The acting chairperson's position has been instituted for consideration of matters 
concerning the Kingsford Stadium planning application. The elected WECC 
chairperson, and several other WECC councillors, having withdrawn from formal 
involvement for the avoidance of any possible conflict of interests.  

 

2 Brief Recap  
WECC had been given 3 weeks to provide a response to the latest Kingsford 
Stadium planning submission from Aberdeen Football Club. WECC requested an 
extension to the 3-week period but this was denied. 
At the previous meeting, WECC voted 11 to 3 to reject the application submitted by 
AFC. 

 

3 Apologies 
Kate Lumsden, Alan Eastell, Mandy Duggan 
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4 Discussion and comments during public meeting 
Discussion and comments from public meeting attendees followed.   
 
(The following is intended to be an accurate representation of the discussion as 
noted during the meeting, but is not a verbatim record.) 
 
K Young: Has WECC approached AFC to determine precisely what facilities 

would be available to the community? Has WECC investigated with 
any other 3rd parties what might be done to mitigate the potential 
traffic problems? 

J Hunter:  There has been discussion on these issues. 
G Bett:  Has WECC engaged with AFC / 3rd parties to resolve the issues 

objected to? 
C Love:    Explained that the planning process requires the applicant to make 

their case to the planning authority, it is not the responsibility of 
WECC to resolve the matters that have been objected to. 

J Long:   Note that the application is being considered by Aberdeen City 
Council, WECC have an advisory role only. 

P Wilkie:   Although it may be up to the applicant to make their case, surely 
WECC have some responsibility to try to gain something for the 
community? 

J Hunter:   The application by AFC could only be considered on planning 
grounds alone. 

J Thornton:  WECC terms of reference are limited to review of the documents 
submitted by the applicant. 

P Wilkie:   The way in which planning applications are considered are not cast 
in stone. 

 
[There was some discussion of appeal court decisions made in cases with similar 
facts.] 
 
K Stewart:   Is WECC restricted to comment on the application documents only? 
J Hunter:  Explained the method of reviewing the application and answered that 

WECC was restricted to consideration of the documents only. 
P Wilkie:   Have WECC councillors declared potential conflicts of interest where 

these might exist? 
C Davidson: Some WECC councillors have declared conflicts of interest, and this 

has been recorded. 
J Hunter:  WECC councillors who have declared conflicts of interest were not 

present at the last meeting during which the latest submission was 
considered. 

B Colvin:  Have WECC entered into discussion with AFC with a view to 
obtaining some genuine commitments from AFC regarding access to 
facilities for the community. 

J Long:    AFC were approached earlier in the planning process regarding 
access to facilities. 

Resident:   AFC have been asked about access to facilities earlier in the 
planning process, but no adequate response was received. Did 
WECC consider the report provided by the 'No Kingsford' campaign 
group? 

J Hunter:  The 'No Kingsford' report was not considered – WECC cannot 
consider documents submitted by 3rd parties. 

B Loudon:   A meeting between WECC and George Yule (Aberdeen FC) did take 
place during which Mr Yule stated that the community would benefit, 
but there was no detailed comment beyond this statement, and all 
other answers were similarly generalised and vague. 
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C Love:    Community use of facilities would not be provided by AFC free of 
charge, neither is there anything in the documents submitted that 
supports the AFC statement that the community would benefit from 
the development. 

P Wilkie: It is not a realistic expectation that such facilities would be provided 
free of charge, however, Westhill could benefit from additional sports 
facilities. 

K Young: WECC should determine what could be available – if there is a 
potential benefit then this should be pursued. 

C Davidson: Discussions regarding potential benefits to the community have 
already taken place and no new information since then has been 
received that would change the current understanding of the 
application. 

 
[There was then some discussion around oil & gas pipeline safety.] 
 
J Hunter:  The latest submission includes no further mention of pipelines. 
 
The public discussion concluded.   
Councillors, members of the public, and some WECC members left at the break. 

5 Discussion following public meeting 
The WECC response to the latest application by AFC will be the document 
prepared by jointly by J Long and J Thornton. This will be submitted to Aberdeen 
City Council by 12/12/17 in advance of the next City Council meeting on 14/12/17.  
An alternative lengthier document (also prepared by J Thornton and J Long) can 
be submitted by J Thornton in a private capacity, but this will not form part of the 
response by WECC, and will therefore not be presented on WECC letterhead. 
Noted that the WECC decision to object to the application by AFC is not binding on 
the City Council and is therefore advisory only. 
Also noted that if the final application is refused, AFC may still appeal against the 
decision. 
 
[Some discussion followed around the plans for a Pedestrian Footbridge and 
Controlled Parking Zone contained in the latest application from AFC].  
 
Noted that the Pedestrian Footbridge and Controlled Parking Zone would require 
planning consent from the Aberdeenshire Council. 
 

 
 
 

 
Brian Colvin 
Acting Minutes Secretary 
 


