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Community Council  

Name Position Present 

Audrey Findlay Chairperson (Acting)  

(vacant) Deputy Chairperson X 

Becky Ferguson Secretary  

David Ritchie Treasurer X 

  (vacant) Minutes Secretary X 

Mervyn Barr Member  

Alan Eastell Member  

David Ewen Member  

Bill Loudon Member X 

Raymond Swaffield Member  

Kate Lumsden Member  

Nara Morrison Member  

Diane Reid Member  X 

Heather Brock Member  

John Long Member  X 

Dawn Anderson Member  

Alistair McKelvie Member X 

Heather Coull Member  X 

Cllr David Aitchison Ward 13 Councillor X 

Cllr Amanda Allan Ward 13 Councillor X 

Cllr Ron McKail Ward 13 Councillor  

Cllr Iris Walker Ward 13 Councillor  

 

Members of Public/Invited Guests 

PC Steven Middleton John Thornton Clare Davidson 

Heather Cook Aileen Swaffield John Imrie 

Diane Priestley   

 
 
 

 
Item 

Action/ 
Attention 

1 Chairperson’s welcome and opening remarks 
Audrey Findlay opened the meeting, welcoming all this evening.   

 

2 Apologies 
Cllr David Aitchison, David Ritchie, Heather Coull, Diane Reid, Bill Loudon, Alistair 
McKelvie, John Long 

 

3 Review and Approval of the Draft Minutes of Meeting 9/02/16 
Proposed: Heather Brock 
Seconded: Raymond Swaffield 
The minutes were approved by the meeting. 
 
It was noted that on the day of our last meeting, unknown to us Gurudeo Saluja 
had passed away. We will send a gift to Mrs Saluja as a note from WECC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Audrey/Becky 

4 Matters Arising 

 Refurbishment of the steps – This refurbishment has gone further than the 
repair of the expected steps at Hillside Road/Eastside Drive, with a 
number of pathways and steps at the east side of Westhill being repaired 
and refurbished.  It is believed this has to be completed by the end of 
March.  A number of other items are also expected to completed soon, as 
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noted on the agenda of Garioch Area Committee.  Councillors to keep us 
updated. 

 Audrey will work together with John Imrie by April 4th to compile comments 
on the Planning Review 

 It was also noted that planning officers at Aberdeen City Council have 
publicly announced they are recommending to oppose the retail park 
proposed at Kingswells Prime Four.  

 Last month we submitted comment regarding APP/2017/0064, for the 
illuminated signs at Kingshill Business Park 

 Cllr McKail was to report back with regards to signs advertising the 
Producers Market at the Ashdale Hall which was taken down, when other 
signs were left up in other towns. Other towns were advised to take their 
signs down too.  It is unclear why a sign is not allowed in this location as it 
does not cause any major concern.  WECC will write to Philip Leiper to 
express our concern.   

 Stagecoach will be attending our April meeting in order to answer any 
questions that residents may have.  We will advertise this and hopefully 
have people attend.  

 Shopping Centre issues – Becky had been in contact with Marc Mills with 
regards to a broken hand rail, and received a very prompt response.  We 
still need to arrange a meeting, which we had hoped would be before 
Christmas.  Heather highlighted a concern raised to her from a member of 
the public who nearly fell out of her wheelchair due to the rough state of 
the car park.  This needs to be reported ASAP – Becky will email Marc 
Mills.  One Westhill resident contacted the caretakers of the Shopping 
Centre with regards to cleaning up the noticeboard.  A new noticeboard is 
still required, and we will pursue this.  We will thank her for this.  

 It was noted that there had been a hole in the exit from Tesco, which was 
reported to the manager.  

Cllrs 
 
Audrey/John I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Becky 

5 Police Report 
PC Middleton presented the police report, which was circulated to members.   
Police Scotland published an article in the Westhill Bulletin, and hope to continue 
this on a regular basis. There were no additional questions raised.   
 

 
 

6 Update on Gateway Art Project 
Audrey and Kate met with the Arts Development Officer, Sheila Waterhouse, to 
discuss the application form for Public Art funding.  At this meeting, it was 
explained that the £14,000 allocated to the entrance to Westhill has disappeared.  
This is money which had been given to Landscape Services from Knight Property 
Group. Councillors are chasing this up for us. An official answer with regards to 
where this money has gone, and specifically where it was spent is required. We 
are very disappointed that this has happened. There may not have been a binding 
commitment with regards to this money, however there was a verbal assurance 
that it was to be committed to this project.  There will be a paper trail to follow and 
this will be investigated.   
 
David Ritchie has stated that up to £10,000 could be given from WECC money.  
We will wait and see how the project progresses before proposing an exact 
amount from WECC. See item 12 Treasurer report re possible amount that WECC 
could contribute. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllrs 

7 Planning Watch 

 APP/2017/0370 – Advertising at Hampton by Hilton Hotel, Former 
Blockworks Site – John Long circulated a note on this application, 
explaining that he had no concerns with the proposal for signage.   
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 APP/2017/0447 – Land to the South of Strawberry Field Road, Westhill – 
This application is for a different access road to the site, which has 
permission for ten dwellinghouses. The current access to the site is off 
Broadstraik Road, however has now been proposed to come off the A944. 
It was noted that Infrastructure Services had submitted a holding objection 
until further information regarding visibility splays had been received.  We 
will make no additional comment at this stage.   

8 Update on Kingsford Stadium Proposal    
All will have seen our submission to Aberdeen City Council, which was submitted 
last week and circulated to members.  Comment from Kingswells Community 
Council was also circulated. Their response was far more detailed in terms of 
figures and information regarding roads and transport.  However, we do feel that 
our submission covered all the comments which had been brought to our attention 
by those attending meetings and contacting us. 
The next stage is that this application will go to Infrastructure Services Committee 
on March 16th.  We will request to speak at this meeting, which is our last chance 
to present to Aberdeenshire Council.  Following this, it will be in the hands of 
Aberdeen City Council, who will receive a report from Aberdeenshire ISC.   
We hope that we will get the opportunity to speak at the pre-determination hearing, 
which possibly will be in May.  Following this, the decision will be held in June at 
the earliest.  We have to remember that this decision will be made by a new 
council.   
 
It was noted again that WECC are not against AFC building a new stadium, we just 
do not believe that Kingsford is an appropriate location. 
 
It was discussed that planning officers at Aberdeen City Council had 
recommended to oppose the retail park at Prime Four. 
 
Discussion also continues with regards to the numbers of those who submitted 
letters to Aberdeen City Council, with 89% of those who commented from a 
Westhill postcode being in objection.  This is in comparison to around 78 % of 
those who submitted letters in opposition from Kingswells postcodes. However it 
was also noted that these figures do not cover all individuals in Westhill or 
Kingswells and it is impossible to state that all of Westhill feel one way or another.  
What we have had to and will continue to do is assess the application in terms of 
material planning considerations.   
 

 
 
 

9 Events 
Westhill Gala – No further information as of yet.  We had hoped to have our artist 
for the Gateway Art Project at the Gala however this not may not be possible.  We 
will discuss further nearer the time.   

 

10 Ward 13 Councillors’ Reports/Updates  
(comments in italics made in addition to submitted reports) 
Cllr Iris Walker 
A944 cycle path survey 
The agency working on the consultation for the proposed A944 segregated cycle 
path from Westhill to ARI/City centre on behalf of Aberdeen City were very grateful 
for the comprehensive feedback to their survey. I’d also like to pass on my thanks 
to the regular users who I contacted for their input. 
 
It was added that SUSTRANS had invested a lot of money into the North East in a 
number of different areas.  Iris also commented that it would be great to see this 
cycle path continued to Elrick and beyond.   
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Dawn noted that she attended the AWPR update meeting a couple of weeks 
where it was unclear how the cycle path would fare with the development of the 
AWPR. It is believed that a crossing will be installed, leaving cyclists with no 
choice but to disembark their bikes and cross the road.   
 
Sports & Leisure Activity Pricing Policy 
Following agreement from the council’s Communities Committee on 23 February, 
the following changes will take place: 

 A new pricing structure from 1 April 2017, allowing the council to recover 
60% of costs required to provide these services by 2020. 

 Under the new structure, some prices will rise whilst others will fall. There 
will still be a range of discounts for young people and those on low 
incomes. 

 Concession rates for those over 60 will see the 60% discount gradually 
reduced before being removed by 2020. 

 From 1 April 2017 the discount for those on low incomes and in receipt of 
certain benefits will increase from 50% to 60%. This will include those 
eligible for free school meals on a means-tested basis. A 30% discount will 
be introduced for all young people aged 18 and under as well as those 
under 25 in full-time education. 

 The hire of swimming pools, rooms, pitches and facilities like tennis courts 
by groups will increase in some circumstances. 

 There is an implementation and communication plan in place so that 
groups are consulted and kept up to date with these changes. 

 
Academy Improvements 
Local members will be asked to comment/approve maintenance work to Westhill 
Academy with the window replacement programme expected to take place in 
2017/18 with toilet upgrades expected the following year. 
 
Dog Poo campaign 
Enquiries keep coming in from different areas of the country about our previous 
dog poo campaign. This week I received a call from a community council in 
Yorkshire asking how successful the spray paint initiative was. This is clearly a UK-
wide problem and especially at this time of the year when the days stretch and 
doggies (and their owners) are no longer under the cover of darkness! 
 
Winter Maintenance 
You may recall that we requested that Westhill be looked at again in light of having 
no footways in the F1 category in the council’s Winter Maintenance Review. A 
member/officer working group (MOWG) was formed to look at potential anomalies 
in the proposals. The response from the Director of Infrastructure on the 
discussions is noted here: 
 
“The footpath treatment provision in Westhill had been identified as a potential 
anomaly and was discussed in some detail. The discussion centred round whether 
Westhill, with its large population should have some of its footways categorised as 
F1 and therefore receive a pre-8.00am treatment on days of frost. The discussion 
at the MOWG clarified the methodology used to categorise footways – crucially the 
issue of identifiable “High Street” style locations with a concentration of shop/public 
building frontages (this being a proxy for high pedestrian numbers). Clarification 
was given on the non-adopted status of the footways fronting the Westhill 
Shopping Centre premises. 
 
Comparison then took place at the MOWG between the footway regime in Westhill 
and in other settlements. There was acceptance that there has been a consistent 
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approach taken across all settlements in Aberdeenshire, and that the provision of a 
F2 categorisation as the highest categorisation within Westhill was consistent with 
other footpaths of similar nature and function in other settlements.   
 
Information has been gathered on Westhill winter service complaints. It shows that 
we received three complaints last year relating solely to footway treatment. This 
compares with four received this year to date. Whilst the Service is not 
complacent, there does not appear to have been a marked increase in winter 
complaints. 
 
The MOWG finally agreed that an annual Roads Winter Service MOWG meeting 
should be considered.” 
 
Cllr Ron McKail 
One resident had suggested a zebra crossing on Straik Road, and asked what the 
criteria would be.  With the development of the Hotel, this would be a great safety 
addition to the area. 
 
Business rates were also discussed, with private nurseries facing very high hikes 
in rates.  This may affect our local Bridges nursery and therefore many parents in 
our local area.  Business rates have gone up in our area, but have in fact gone 
down in Glasgow and Edinburgh.  This is definitely concerning.   
 

11 Website Report/Communications Group 
Highlights from this week: Road closure 289 views; Health scam warning 181 
views; Bus company seeks views on proposed new timetables 126 views. Plan 
would be to publish stadium letter. Interesting, top searches had wrong spellings of 
bulletin, so I I've added different spellings within text to hopefully bring people to 
the page. In line with our apolitical position, we have to be careful not to promote 
political candidates in run-up to election, even inadvertently eg. including them in 
photos. 
Purdah begins on the 13th of March, and we must be careful to ensure we are 
maintaining a non-party political position and not endorsing any candidate standing 
for local election. - David Ewen 
David noted that whilst his house is on the market, the future of where he would 
move to is unclear.  He reiterated his commitment to WECC, and if needs be 
would explain the how to of the website to someone new.  The new Scheme of 
Establishment notes that up to two people from out-with our area are allowed if 
they are contributing to the community.   
Mervyn noted a vote of thanks to David for all his hard work with our website.   

 
 

12 Treasurer’s Report and Bulletin Updates 
Treasurer's Report:  
As reported by Gateway Art Project, the funding promised from Landscape 
Services (circa £14,000) is now not available. This means WECC will require to 
make a more substantial contribution to it than expected.  That should not be a 
problem.  We currently have spare funds of around £21,000, and rising.  At least 
half of that can be put to Gateway project, and we can continue to make annual 
donations totalling between £3k & £4k to local voluntary groups.  
I will not be at March meeting so if anyone has any expenses to claim, please 
email the details to me or put them through my door. Remember that if you have to 
do a lot of printing of WECC docs you can reclaim printer cartridges cost.  I will be 
seeing Audrey at the weekend to get Bulletin printer and website renewal cheques 
signed. - David Ritchie 
Bulletin Report:  
Printer delivered Spring Bulletin on Thursday 16th February. This helped most of 
the distributors to pick up their boxes from the Friday and do the house deliveries 
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that weekend. Note we remembered to update the year on front cover this time! 
Deadline for Summer issue is Friday 28th April, for delivery around mid-May. 
- David Ritchie 

13 Sub-group Reports 

Litter:  

Our February Litter Pick took place on 18th February and as expected, since we 

had not done a pick for two months, we collected a massive amount. The people 

collecting along the A944 from the 6 mile fork and westwards, reported it far worse 

than normal and as their bags became too heavy, had to leave them and pick up 

later by car. As these volunteers could not clear the intended area in the time, they 

have said they will go back to try to finish it. 

Our next Litter Pick will take place on 18th March. 

All Volunteers have been informed of the dates for 2017 and reminders will be sent 

a few days prior to the event. 

It was added that on the last litter pick a dead otter had been found.  Relevant 

authorities were contacted and it was taken away.  It was questioned whether it 

has made its way up to the area from the Brodiach Burn, however this is unknown. 

An Edinburgh Community Council has been in touch, expressing their support 

regarding deposits on plastic bottles, which would be repaid when you hand them 

back in.  This is being put forward as a motion to the Scottish Government.  This 

may be a very difficult administrative task to enforce, however they are looking for 

support from members of the public and MSPs to support this motion.   

- Aileen & Raymond Swaffield 

Bulbs & Baskets:  

John Imrie is investigating and will report back for next months meeting.   

Art Project: 

The Portrait of Westhill. We have collected around 500 self-portraits and are 

mounting them next week. The portraits will be displayed in various locations 

around Westhill for approximately a month. 

We have also started collecting Easter Eggs to be displayed at the shopping 

centre over Easter weekend. 

- Kate Lumsden 

 
 

 

14 Correspondence 

 Comments re: Stagecoach Bus Service – We will reply to this individual 
explaining that a representative of Stagecoach will be attending our April 
meeting to answer questions on these concerns.   

 Participatory Budgeting – Jill Sowden circulated an email explaining the 
Participatory Budgeting in Aberdeenshire, and asking if we would be 
willing to have a couple of these display boards at our Gala stall in order 
for people to vote for different applications. We will reply and say yes, we 
would be willing to facilitate this.  

 
 

Becky 
 
 
 
 

Becky 

15 AOCB 

 Raymond explained an offer from his son, who works for the Scottish 
Government.  His department is downsizing, and have a number of items 
to give away. One of these items is a pull-up banner, which would be 
available to us as a Community Council.  This would cost us around £90 to 
rescreen, which would be far cheaper than buying a new one.  This type of 
banner would be useful for the Christmas event, Gala, other types of 
events etc.  We will accept this donation, and look to rescreen in the near 
future.   

 Feedback on Garioch Area Community Council Forum – The link to the 
survey regarding the Scheme of Establishment for Community Councils is 
stating that the survey is closed, however it is believed to be open until 
March 16th.  David Ritchie noted a couple of comments, including stating 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Raymond 
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electoral roll numbers, numbers of co-opted members, and election dates.  
This proposed Scheme is to go to Full Council in June, and the date of 
implementation is unknown.   Raymond questioned the requirement of 
spaces for youth members.  It was questioned whether this was a 
requirement or a recommendation.  Potentially this is a requirement to 
attempt to engage with youth and reserve spaces for them on the CC.  We 
will attempt to engage with Westhill Academy to encourage this.  Our 
difficulty has always been in engaging with our local communities, and we 
must explain the importance of CCs as statutory bodies, who have a 
recognised and respected position in the democratic process.  We will look 
at this document in closer detail, and submit comment as appropriate.   

 Feedback on Bus Forum – This was held in Westhill and was a very busy 
evening, with many residents attending to express their concerns with 
regards to the local bus routes.  The evening had to end before all 
questions could be answered.  We have invited Stagecoach to attend our 
April meeting to answer some more of these questions.   

 There are proposed changes to the boundaries for the Westminster 
elections in 2020.  The boundary commission are proposing that Westhill 
be covered by Gordon and Deeside, which would not include Banchory. 
Many in Banchory are disappointed about this. It was then suggested that 
Westhill and Ward 13 be taken out of this new seat to include Banchory, 
and instead put Westhill into Kincardine and East Angus. This would group 
Westhill with towns far further south of our location, connected by county 
roads.  As a Community Council we must be prepared to raise our 
concerns.  We will contact other local community councils, to ensure they 
are all aware of this.  We wish to remain in the Gordon and Deeside seat.  
We encourage comment by individuals by March 27th.   

 Date of next meeting 
Thursday 13th April 2017, 7pm, Holiday Inn, Westhill Drive. 

 

 
Becky Ferguson 
Secretary
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  GENERAL FUNDS 

ADVERTISING 
PRE-PAID FOR 

REMAINING 2017  
ISSUES 

MAKING IT 
REAL 
FUND 

LITTER 
CAMPAIGN 

FUND TOTAL 

            

FUNDS IN BANK AT 9/2/17 20991.34 20505.00 3972.62 763.21 46232.17 

            

Receipts in period 10/2/17 to 9/3/17           

Bulletin advertisers-Spring issue 604.00    ` 604.00 

Transfer of spring pre-paid adverts to General Funds 5126.00 -5126.00       

            

Payments in period 10/2/17 to 9/3/17           

XIC- Bulletin spring issue printing -6077.50       -6077.50 

FUNDS IN BANK AT 9/3/17 20643.84 15379.00 3972.62 763.21 40758.67 

            

Funds in bank include £18,361.35 in Santander Business bond at 0.75% interest     
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1. LOCAL INTEREST INFORMATION 
 

19 crimes and or offences have been reported to Police since the last meeting on 9 

February 2017:  

Roads Policing Officers dealt with a number of incidents where by individuals were 

charged with driving without an MOT, Insurance, Vehicle Excise Licence, Disqualified 

Driving and Careless Driving. 

A Cannabis Cultivation was discovered in a house in Westhill and as a result a male 

was reported to the Procurator Fiscal. 

There were 2 persons reported in relation to drug possession charges. 

There were two incidents of Theft by Shoplifting and a Theft. 

A 'Bogus workman Fraud' was reported whereby the perpetrators had allegedly 

carried out sub-standard work. 

There were also several Domestic incidents reported concerning allegations of 

Assault, Stalking, Attempted Extortion and sending threatening or menacing 

messages. 

 

2. FEEDBACK ON POLICE ACTIONS IN RESPONSE TO MATTERS RAISED AT THE 
PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
3. DETAILS OF ACTIONS IN RESPONSE TO MATTERS RAISED AT THE PREVIOUS 

MEETING 
 

N/a 
 



NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 
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NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 
3 

 
4. ONGOING LOCAL / FORCE-WIDE ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

 

Static Speed checks and high visibility patrols have been carried out at identified areas 

and also at local schools in an effort to deal with parking issues and anti -social driving. 

As always, all local residents are reminded to secure all vehicles parked in driveways and 
garages, maintain their house security and keep all keys in a safe place in an effort to 
prevent house and vehicle owners becoming a target of thieves.   
 
 
 


