
Points made at Public Meeting on  

Proposed Stadium at Kingsford 1st November 2016 
 

(as noted by Kingswells Community Council members) 

Garioch Area Committee will consider the issues relating to the proposed plan and will send 

comments to ACC. 

There will be a public exhibition of the latest scheme at Pittodrie 24th Nov. 

There will be a exhibition for CCs showing the latest scheme on 23rd Nov. 

Application is likely to be submitted early December. 

There were no representatives from either council or AFC. This was questioned as the meeting 

would have been more useful with them. The meeting was arranged for the locals to share views 

and concerns. There was no planning application so the other bodies had nothing to discuss. 

The following points were made by members of the public and are the views of the individuals: 

 In town there are CCTV cameras monitoring the behaviour of known hooligans and 
troublemakers. They do not travel using public transport. Westhill does not have any 

CCTV. Who will pay for any CCTV required? 

 A supporter questioned if there would be any trouble. 

 There was a point about having infrastructure first. Any infrastructure would be 
provided by Section 75 developer contributions. 

 Any requirement for changes to the roads would be assessed by the Shire. 

 History has shown that 2 applications on nearby sites were turned down by the Shire 

and nothing has changed, so why is there an application at all? These factors will be 

worse for the stadium. The applications were refused because of 

o Light pollution  

o Out of character with the area 

 Some issues include the possibility of flooding and parking. Any issues with flooding 
would be addressed in the drainage report by SEPA. 

 There was concern re noise. There were examples given that demonstrated that there 

have been issues with noise from local events. This was deemed acceptable due to the 

low frequency, but this would not be the case with AFC. Any noise assessment would be 

reviewed by ACC and the Shire. 

 Issues with parking / roads include: 
o Ashdale hall runs events at the weekend and there was concern that their 

parking facilities would be used by supporters and there would be no parking 

for their events. Consequently, they would need to manage their parking 

facilities. 

o Police will manage parking in and around Westhill. AFC would be back charged. 

There was a point that AFC may only be charged for policing in and around the 

Stadium. 

o A transport assessment would be performed by AFC and would be reviewed by 

ACC and the Shire. 

o Pittodrie benefits by people walking to the stadium and travel by rail etc. The 

new stadium will by accessed primarily by road. 



o There will be a limited number of games and the whole issue should be 

manageable. 

o There was a suggestion that the A944 would be closed for 30 mins at the end of 

each game. 

o Parking issues for residents close to stadium. Where would they park on match 

days? Permits? 

o Parking in shopping centre is bad just now and will be worse with the stadium. 

 Westhill houses will be devalued. This was questioned. 

 Coalescence and greenspaces should be preserved. 

 There was a suggestion that the development didn’t have much going for it. What 
recourse did Westhill have? Someone said that the application should go for judicial 

review and funding would be raised to allow this possibility. 

 Application should be called in by Scottish Government. 

 There was concern re the pipelines and safety issues. 
o Pitches are yellow and red zones which limits no of people to 100. This number 

is likely to be exceeded when spectators are considered. Regulations are 

available on the web 

o Risk assessments and levels required will be affected by the number of people in 

the zones. The Shire will assess the R/As. 

o Health assessment will be performed by the HSE 

o Any R/A will have to be reviewed to take account of the new risks associated 

with the stadium. 

 The development will cost the Shire money to mitigate. 

 Who owns the land? The Pirie family. 

 Other issues include: 
o Agricultural area used by geese, deer. Possible use by badgers. 

o Bat feeding area 

o Big impact on wildlife. 

o People openly urinate in the streets of Aberdeen. Same will happen in Westhill. 

o Councils have different policies on drinking in public. So fans can start drinking 

in Westhill where it is allowed. Walk to the game, and will have to ditch any 

unused drink when they cross the border into Aberdeen, where it is not allowed. 

 Objections to the planning application points include: 

o Length of consultation would by 4 weeks over the holiday period.  

o A proforma objection will be prepared and sent to every home in Westhill 

o There was a recommendation to send objections to PMs, MSPs. This was 

questioned as any appeal by AFC would be decided by a reporter. 

 

 

 


